THE i
ASHIN GTON =
FLYER

A Publication of the American Association of Christian Schools

The Washington Flyer
May 16, 2025

“The liberty enjoyed by the people of these states of worshipping Almighty God, agreeable to their consciences,
is not only among the choicest of their blessings, but also of their rights.”
George Washington

Congratulations to Two AACS Teachers Named Teacher of the Year

The AACS sends its warmest congratulations to two teachers at member schools who are recipients of the
Herzog Foundation’s 2025 Christian Teacher of the Year Awards. Each year, the Herzog Foundation recognizes
12 teachers who “embody excellence in Christian education.” These teachers will be celebrated this fall at a
special ceremony in their honor at the Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C. Diane Bales, one of the award
recipients, teaches first grade at Greenville Classical Academy in Greenville, South Carolina. In an Instagram
post, the academy recognized Bales as “faithfully serving at Greenville Classical Academy since August 2016,
bringing joy, wisdom, and a Christ-centered love of learning into her classroom each day.” Jessica Valente, who
teaches at Tabernacle Christian School in Hickory, North Carolina, has also been recognized as one of the
award recipients. Valente is a lead teacher at the school’s Hope Allen Center for Exceptional Children. In a
Facebook post, the school congratulated Valente and thanked her for “the love, care, and instruction you pour
into your students each day!” The AACS joins with Herzog in congratulating Bales, Valente, and the other
exceptional 2025 Teachers of the Year.

School Choice Bill Passes Committee with Changes and Challenges

The House Ways and Means Committee has approved the inclusion of a school choice bill, the Educational
Choice for Children Act (ECCA), in its passage of the reconciliation bill, often referred to as the “One, Big,
Beautiful Bill.” The ECCA, introduced earlier this year in both the House and the Senate, will create a national
tax credit scholarship program to advance school choice opportunities in every state. The ECCA included
specific language that would ensure protections for the autonomy and religious liberty of participating Christian
schools, SGOs, and parents. However, the final negotiated language passed by Ways and Means excluded this
protective language and added a provision that would make private school participation so difficult as to make it
unlikely. Now, changes will need to be made in the Senate to ensure the program’s success. First, the language
protecting the religious liberty of participating schools stripped from the bill must be added back. Additionally,
language was added that would require participating schools to establish and maintain a system for providing
special education services for any student who needs an Individualized Education Plan (IEP). While public
schools receive public funds to cover the needed services for IEPs, private schools do not receive these same
funds and function on significantly smaller budgets not funded by tax dollars. While religious private schools
work diligently to meet the needs of all students in their schools, the requirement to establish a system for
screening all students and providing IEP services to every student would prevent the vast majority of private
schools from being able to participate. Of particular importance to faith-based school participation is the
assurance that their religious liberty will be protected, and participation by faith-based schools is essential to the
program’s success. Since faith-motivated schools make up approximately 75% of all private schools in the
nation, the program will not achieve success without their participation. The bill awaits a vote on the full House
floor and then will proceed to the Senate for a vote. The AACS and other educational organizations are working
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diligently to communicate to Representatives and Senators the importance of ensuring these components are
fixed in final passage of a federal school choice program.

Antisemitism Awareness Act Runs into Roadblocks in the Senate

A divided Congress has split along unusual lines regarding the Antisemitism Awareness Act. This bill was first
introduced last Congress and reintroduced again this February by Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC) and Rep. Michael
Lawler (R-NY) in response to the growing number of antisemitic incidents in schools. The bill would require
the Department of Education to use the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s working definition of
antisemitism and its list of contemporary examples. The bill sailed through the House last Congress with a vote
of 320-91 but stalled in the Senate. The bill has also hit roadblocks in the Senate this Congress. The Senate
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee markup hearing last week showed fissures in its
support. Progressive Sen. Bernie Sanders (VT) worried that the bill “will move us far along the authoritarian
direction that the Trump administration is taking us.” Republican Sen. Rand Paul (KY) argued that the bill
violates First Amendment free speech rights. “Every example of antisemitism in that list is about words, not
action,” said Paul. “You can’t regulate speech.” Some Christians have also expressed their concerns about the
bill. For instance, the bill would outsource a definition and contemporary examples used to identify
antisemitism to ones determined by an international institution. In addition, the bill could further weaponize the
Department of Education, a department that has historically not been a friend to Christian education. To address
these concerns, HELP Committee Chair Bill Cassidy (LA) introduced a manager’s amendment that added
language protecting the free exercise of religion. Cassidy’s amendment currently remains in the bill, but the
HELP committee adjourned before voting on the bill. Sen. Cassidy has promised to return to consideration of
the bill soon. The AACS will continue to monitor the bill as it works through Congress.

HHS Report Questions “Best Practices” for Treatment of Pediatric Gender Dysphoria

The Health and Human Services Department has released a 409-page report that reviews the evidence and
suggests best practices to help children suffering from gender dysphoria, a condition where children experience
discomfort because they identify with the opposite sex. The report contains five sections, beginning with a
review of the background of pediatric gender dysphoria. The Department acknowledges that the United States
has encouraged transgender procedures for children while other countries, such as the United Kingdom, have
pulled back from the experimental interventions. The second section of the report reviews the existing evidence
and cautions that low findings of harms associated with pediatric transgender procedures may be because not
enough time has passed to see the long-term effects. Third, the Department reviews clinical guidelines
published by World Professional Association for Transgender Health and the Endocrine Society. An
international systematic review found that both guidelines, which advocate a child-led process, “lack
developmental rigour and transparency” despite their outsized influence in the United States. Fourth, the
Department reviews ethical considerations, and, pointing to the lack of evidence for the benefits of these
procedures, admits it may be unethical to conduct more research. Finally, the Department reviews
psychotherapy, or the non-invasive treatment that helps children align their minds with biological reality, and
concludes that there was no evidence that this treatment has adverse effects. “Our duty is to protect our nation’s
children—not expose them to unproven and irreversible medical interventions,” said National Institutes of
Health Director Dr. Jay Bhattacharya. “We must follow the gold standard of science, not activist agendas.”
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Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch
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Lawmakers from Nearly Every State Tell Congress to Turn Off Federal Tap to Planned Parenthood
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