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“Every child in American should be acquainted with his own country. He should read books that furnish him 

with ideas that will be useful to him in life and practice. As soon as he opens his lips, he should rehearse the 

history of his own country.” 

Noah Webster 

 

Florida Battles for Accuracy and Appropriate Material in School Books 

The Florida Department of Education continues to face scrutiny over its efforts to ensure accuracy in school 

textbooks. This year, Florida rejected more than 30 social science textbooks and requested edits for over 40 

more in compliance with state laws. Many of these textbooks contained theories that Florida defined as critical 

race theory (CRT), social justice, culturally responsive teaching, social and emotional learning, and any other 

theories that lead to student indoctrination. To offer an explanation, Florida released five sample edits of 

textbooks that previously violated the Florida standards, including one which removed discussion of taking a 

knee during the National Anthem from K-5 material. Florida’s Governor Ron DeSantis has increasingly 

targeted what he calls “wokeness” in education, even signing into law the Stop W.O.K.E. Act in 2022, which 

prohibits the teaching of Critical Race Theory (CRT) in public schools. Although a temporary injunction has 

stopped the law from going into effect in public colleges, the law is still in effect for public K-12 schools. Some 

publishers have expressed confusion over what materials can be included in the curriculum, while also stating 

their efforts to meet the state standards in their textbooks. One publisher, Studies Weekly, offered an apology 

saying that its curriculum team “severely overreacted” by submitting materials that omitted mention of Rosa 

Parks’s race. After many publishers edited their material, Florida approved 66 of 101 social studies textbook 

submissions.  Florida Education Commissioner Manny Diaz Jr. praised Florida’s approach to education saying, 

“We must ensure our students and teachers have the highest quality materials available—materials that focus on 

historical facts and are free from inaccuracies or ideological rhetoric.” 

 

Parents and teachers have also joined the efforts to ensure that school books contain accurate and appropriate 

materials for students. Vicki Baggett, a teacher in Escambia County in Florida, challenged over 100 book titles 

last year that were in the school library, charging that the books contained inappropriate material. She stated 

that all books “should be evaluated based on explicit sexual content, graphic language, themes, vulgarity and 

political pushes.” Based on her efforts and those of parents who also spoke out about the books, 15 books have 

been removed from school premises, and an additional 139 books have been placed under restrictive access by 

Escambia County Public Schools. In response, the publishing company Penguin Random House has joined with 

PEN American, a group known for tracking book restrictions, in filing a lawsuit against Escambia County, 

claiming the school district violated the First Amendment and Equal Protection Clause of the Constitution 

because 37% of the books that were removed or restricted are by authors who are nonwhite or identify as 

LGBT. Those suing have said the school district is removing books “based on ideological objections to their 

contents or disagreement with their messages or themes.” However, as Baggett stated, “It has nothing to do with 

my preference of things, it has to do with what is appropriate, especially by law.” AACS summer intern Sarah 

Butler contributed to this article. 

 

https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5574/urlt/SocialStudies-IM-Spec.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/instructional-materials/2223-k12-ss-examples.stml
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/7
https://www.studiesweekly.com/response-to-new-york-times/
https://www.fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/florida-approves-over-60-of-social-studies-instructional-materials-submissions.stml
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/05/09/florida-k-12-textbook-publisher-00096000
https://www.wkrg.com/northwest-florida/escambia-county/florida-teacher-wants-review-of-over-100-books-discussing-sexual-political-and-lgtbq-topics/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/florida-school-lawsuit-book-escambia-county-b2340741.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/17/books/ban-florida-school-lawsuit-pen.html
https://pen.org/pen-america-v-escambia-county/#:~:text=PEN%20America%2C%20Penguin%20Random%20House,equal%20protection%20under%20the%20law.


 

 

Biden Administration Revokes Title X Funding for Pro-Life State  

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that it would stop funding Tennessee’s Title 

X programs which provide family-planning services, including contraceptives and health screenings, for low-

income individuals. HHS points to a new regulation, established under the Biden administration, which 

eliminates federal funding for Title X programs that not include abortion referrals. Tennessee’s pro-life laws 

prohibit abortion, and thus, the state’s Title X clinics offer health services but no referrals for abortion. The 

Biden Title X rule requiring abortion referrals was a reversal of a Trump regulation that it illegal to refer 

patients to abortion clinics. After the Biden administration established the new rule that eliminates federal 

funding for services that do not include abortion referrals, twelve states filed a lawsuit, saying Biden’s rule 

violates language in Title X which says that no federal funds “shall be used in programs where abortion is a 

method of family planning.” Those opposed to the new regulation claim that the HHS is not complying with the 

law’s intent by reinstating regulations that support abortion referrals. In states where abortion is prohibited and 

laws conflict with the new Title X federal requirements, restricted funding could become a problem as it could 

result in a state health department being ineligible to receive funds. Tennessee Representative Mark Green 

called out the Biden administration’s illegal actions in an op-ed, stating, “In an extreme example of putting 

politics above people, the Biden administration is weaponizing federal agencies in a blatant attempt to bully 

Tennessee into submitting to the pro-abortion agenda.”  AACS summer intern Sarah Butler contributed to this 

article. 

 

Evidence Links China's Communist Party to Some American K-12 Schools 

The group Parents Defending Education (PDE) has discovered a connection between Thomas Jefferson High 

School and the Chinese government. For over a decade, this school for science and technology received over $1 

million in financial aid from the Chinese government. Upon further investigation, PDE uncovered 143 schools 

in the United States that also had financial links to China. Since 2009, the Chinese government has been 

forming relationships with American K-12 schools through grants and programs to create Confucius Institutes, 

which are “centers that teach Chinese language and culture.” Through these partnerships, the Chinese 

government would pay schools to use instructors supplied by the Chinese government to teach the classes. The 

amount of financial exchanges between Confucius Institutes and the Chinese government ranged from a few 

thousand dollars to more than a million dollars. PDE also found at least two connections between American 

schools and Chinese schools that were linked to military and energy operations, one of which is “supervised” by 

the Chinese defense industry. The report by PDE does note that as of March 2023, 108 Confucius Institutes 

have either closed or are in the process of closing, while 13 Confucius Institutes are still functioning. The 

National Association of Scholars (NAS) has also reported on the alarming presence of Confucius Institutes in 

American schools, noting that when schools report that centers are closing, often the centers are simply 

renamed. Both the NAS and PDE have urged state and federal officials to investigate further the involvement of 

China’s government in American schools and if China has access to student information and curriculum. AACS 

summer intern Sarah Butler contributed to this article. 

 

In Case You Missed It: 

  

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

Practical Legal Help for Christian Schools: ADF Ministry Alliance 

 

Promise to America’s Children 

 

Poll Shows Support for School Choice has Soared, Crossed Demographics 
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https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/local/2023/04/03/tennessee-loses-millions-title-x-funding-for-contraception-family-planning/70052838007/
https://opa.hhs.gov/grant-programs/archive/title-x-program-archive/title-x-program-funding-history#:~:text=The%20Title%20X%20program%20is,persons%20from%20low%2Dincome%20families.
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/rebuilding-the-title-x-network-under-the-biden-administration/#:~:text=In%20March%202023%2C%20Tennessee%20lost,provide%20comprehensive%20pregnancy%20options%20counseling.
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/rebuilding-the-title-x-network-under-the-biden-administration/#:~:text=In%20March%202023%2C%20Tennessee%20lost,provide%20comprehensive%20pregnancy%20options%20counseling.
https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/07/13/biden-hhs-shouldnt-be-bullying-states-for-choosing-life/
https://defendinged.org/investigations/little-red-classrooms-china-infiltration-of-american-k-12-schools/
https://www.nas.org/reports/after-confucius-institutes/full-report#WhatAreConfuciusInstitutes?
https://www.nas.org/blogs/article/how_many_confucius_institutes_are_in_the_united_states
https://www.nas.org/reports/after-confucius-institutes/full-report#WhatAreConfuciusInstitutes?
https://www.ml.com/financial-research-and-insights/all.html?referrer=homel2
https://fa.ml.com/south-carolina/columbia/jcb/
https://www.adfministryalliance.org/partners/american-association-of-christian-schools
https://promisetoamericaschildren.org/about-us/
https://midmichigannow.com/news/nation-world/support-for-school-choice-has-soared-crossed-demographics-since-pandemic-poll-shows-real-clear-politics-opinion-research-angela-morabito-randi-weingarten-american-federation-of-teachers-aft

