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“And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living 

among the dead? He is not here, but is risen.” 

Luke 24:5–6 

 

AACS Hosts National Fine Arts, Academic, and Bible Competition Next Week 

Next week, approximately 1700 students from 191 schools in 32 states will compete in 76 categories in the five 

basic areas of Bible, music, speech, art, and academics in the 45th annual AACS National Competition. We are 

looking forward to an exciting week with these students as they compete. There will be no Washington Flyer 

next week, but you can follow/like the event here. 

 

School Choice Update: Florida Passes Universal School Choice 

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has signed into law a bill which expands one of the state’s current school 

choice programs in order to make school choice a reality for every family in the state. The new law expands the 

existing education savings account (ESA) program by eliminating the cap on the number of students who can 

participate as well as eliminating the financial eligibility requirements, thus opening up the program to all K–12 

students in the state. As an ESA program, participating families can use the scholarship money on a variety of 

educational expenses, including tutoring, therapies, tuition, and other educational methods. This makes Florida 

the 4th state to enact universal school choice this year, joining Utah, Iowa, and Arkansas, and the 6th state to do 

so through an ESA program (Arizona and West Virginia enacted ESA programs within the last two years). Due 

to the large number of students in Florida, Governor DeSantis praised the program for being the largest school 

choice program in the country. He stated, “This bill signing cements us [Florida] in that number one position 

because we’ll be signing legislation which will represent the largest expansion of education choice not only in 

the history of this state but in the history of these United States. That is a big deal.” 

 

Other state legislatures continue to consider school choice programs, reflecting the growing awareness and 

belief that parents should have the financial freedom to determine what is best for their children’s education. In 

Texas, the senate is considering a bill (SB 8) which would establish an ESA program while also strengthening 

parental rights in education. In Alabama, legislators are considering the introduction of the PRICE Act, which 

would provide school choice to every child in the state through an ESA program. Ohio is also considering a 

universal ESA program through its “Backpack Bill.” Opposition to school choice programs often charge that the 

programs are discriminatory and cause segregation, and that the programs really just benefit students already 

enrolled in private schools. However, in response to one of these arguments against a school choice program in 

Ohio, a recently published report showed that segregation in Ohio schools has actually decreased since the 

program was enacted. An additional article, by Jay Greene and Jason Bedrick of the Heritage Foundation, 

provided evidence that school choice programs across the nation actually benefit public school students who 

need options, rather than catering only to students who are already enrolled in private schools.  

https://www.facebook.com/AACSeducates/?show_switched_toast=0&show_invite_to_follow=0&show_switched_tooltip=0&show_podcast_settings=0&show_community_transition=0&show_community_review_changes=0
https://www.flgov.com/2023/03/27/governor-ron-desantis-signs-historic-legislation-to-expand-school-choice-options-to-all-florida-students/
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/School-Choice-One-Pager_1-1.pdf
https://www.nationalreview.com/news/florida-governor-desantis-signs-universal-school-choice-bill/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/instituteforjustice/2023/03/29/more-families-across-the-country-could-soon-get-to-choose-schools-right-for-their-children/?sh=45abc9503462
https://www.statesman.com/story/news/education/2023/04/03/texas-legislature-school-choice-teacher-retention-sb-8-sb-9/70058043007/
https://www.waaytv.com/news/day-1-of-alabama-legislative-session-brings-talks-of-school-choice-grocery-tax/article_13bb3c9e-bd4a-11ed-9ec3-6748e2ad549d.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/ohio/article_c29166ea-c28f-11ed-a3f5-0f40e00e5dff.html
https://www.the74million.org/article/study-finds-school-vouchers-decrease-racial-segregation-in-ohio-classrooms/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/03/20/school-choice-primarily-benefits-students-who-werent-already-in-private-schools/?utm_source=TDS_Email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MorningBell&mkt_tok=ODI0LU1IVC0zMDQAAAGKoxrZje-fg3VK7n5jovBl63QSLZumZiDOY9sIbskJ08LqRcVPlLy79rQpWBVAljLnJEIW1c2cAQY8mCQ6Tab1mTcCAlJK6yOxgiUvrfn8QHQ3Jg


 

 

AACS Submits Public Comments to Stand for Religious Liberty 

The AACS submitted public comments on a proposed regulation, titled Partnerships with Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood Organizations, that seeks to overturn a 2020 Trump regulation that protects the religious liberty 

of faith-based organizations that offer public services, such as city missions and foster care agencies. The 

proposed regulation would apply to nine different government agencies, and the Biden administration claims 

that it is necessary to “correct inconsistencies and confusion.” However, the AACS comments point out that the 

proposed changes “will unnecessarily burden faith-based providers with pressure from the government to alter 

their religious practices or identity in order to compete fairly with secular organizations.” In addition to several 

changes which affect the provision of services, the proposed rule alters the language which protects religious 

exercise and which affirms that specific federal laws protect religious liberty and allow for faith-based 

organizations to operate according to their faith-based mission. The AACS urged the administration to leave in 

place the 2020 Rule and thereby ensure “that faith-based organizations are able to participate in service 

programs on an equal footing with secular organizations.” The AACS concluded, “When this happens with the 

full protection of the Constitution, federal law, and Supreme Court precedent, the American people benefit.” 

 

Kentucky Legislature Protects Minors by Overriding Governor’s Veto 

On March 24, Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear vetoed a bill which would ban transgender treatment in the 

state. However, the state legislature responded by overriding the veto in both the state senate and house 

chambers with overwhelming majorities (29-8 in the senate and 76-23 in the house), cementing the bill into law. 

This bill includes several components, all in relation to minors, provides parental rights protection, and protects 

minors from transgender treatments. The bill explicitly states that health care providers cannot prescribe 

hormone blockers, provide sterilization surgeries, artificial tissue reconstruction surgeries, or remove healthy 

body parts for the purposes of a minor’s attempted sex change. Pro-LGBTQ activists have criticized the bill as 

the most “extreme” and “worst” anti-LGBTQ bill in the nation. The law comes during a time when many other 

states are passing legislation to ban transgender treatment for minors. Currently, ten states ban these transgender 

treatments, while twenty-one others have passed legislation in either the state senate or state house that would 

ban transgender hormone or surgery treatments on minors. Four of the states which have banned transgender 

treatments—Tennessee, Arkansas, Idaho, Florida—are facing lawsuits from pro-LGBTQ activists. The law will 

go into effect in June of 2023, unless a court injunction is issued. 

 

In Case You Missed It: 

 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

Practical Legal Help for Christian Schools: ADF Ministry Alliance 

 

Promise to America’s Children 

 

ADF Video: Respect for Marriage Act: What Church and Ministry Leaders Should Know 

 

AACS Executive Director Jeff Walton Weighs in on School Security after Tennessee Tragedy 

 

J a m i s o n  C o p p o l a :  G o v e r n m e n t  R e l a t i o n s  D i r e c t o r  

M a u r e e n  V a n  D e n  B e r g :  P o l i c y  A n a l y s t  
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https://eppc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/9-Agency-Rule-Comments_March-2023Final.Digital.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/13/2022-28376/partnerships-with-faith-based-and-neighborhood-organizations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/13/2022-28376/partnerships-with-faith-based-and-neighborhood-organizations
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2023/mar/29/kentucky-legislature-easily-overrides-gov-beshears/
https://legiscan.com/KY/text/SB150/2023
https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/03/27/republicans-protecting-minors-from-trans-treatments/
https://www.ml.com/financial-research-and-insights/all.html?referrer=homel2
https://fa.ml.com/south-carolina/columbia/jcb/
https://www.adfministryalliance.org/partners/american-association-of-christian-schools
https://promisetoamericaschildren.org/about-us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qjDl4-gTyo
https://www.nationalreview.com/news/after-nashville-christian-schools-beef-up-security-and-brace-for-copycats/?bypass_key=U1F1OHlpR2JScjVKN1pPQk42S0N4Zz09OjpaMGxaVkdWaU16QlplRkJ3Y2xCamIwZDFWMDVYVVQwOQ%3D%3D%3Futm_source%3Demail

