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“I regard it (the Constitution) as the work of the purest patriots and wisest statesman that ever existed, aided by 

the smiles of a benign Providence; it almost appears a Divine interposition in our behalf. . . . The hand that 

destroys our Constitution rends our Union asunder forever.” 

Daniel Webster 

 

President Biden Announces New Student Loan Forgiveness 

Last week, President Biden announced his decision to forgive up to $20,000 in student loan debt for borrowers. 

The president’s “three-part plan” includes canceling $20,000 of debt for Pell Grant recipients, canceling 

$10,000 of debt for non-Pell Grant recipients who make less than $125,000 per person or $250,000 for married 

couples, and changing other repayment policies. The White House has not announced a total price tag for the 

debt forgiveness, but it is expected to cost at least $300 billion of the $1.7 trillion that more than 45 million 

Americans owe in federal student loan debt. President Biden also announced an extension of the pause on 

federal student loan repayment for “one final time” through the end of this year. Aside from this “targeted 

relief,” President Biden also announced changes to “make the student loan system more manageable for current 

and future borrowers” by “cutting monthly payments in half for undergraduate loans,” expanding the criteria for 

borrowers who work as “public servants” and can have their loans forgiven, and “reducing the cost of college 

and holding schools accountable” for their tuition rates. President Biden also asserts that his actions will 

“advance racial equity” and “help narrow the racial wealth gap.” 

 

The announcement has received criticism from both sides of the aisle. Many conservatives pointed out the 

injustice of transferring wealth from those who worked hard, sacrificed, and lived frugally to pay for the college 

degrees of others; and even some of President Biden’s supporters noted that student loan cancelation will only 

worsen current inflation levels. Indeed, such action has economic, political, and moral implications for the 

nation. While the administration argues that broad student loan forgiveness will boost the economy and provide 

relief to many thousands of borrowers, it also sends a clear message that borrowers need not be responsible in 

their decisions about career and education. President Biden’s unilateral cancellation of student loan debt may 

trigger legal challenges over its constitutionality and the President’s use of the 2003 Heroes Act, a law that 

gives the Secretary of Education broad powers to delay or modify student loan repayment for borrowers during 

time of war or national emergency. According to White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre, the president 

is invoking the Heroes Act because of lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, even though the 

government has acknowledged that there is no longer a national emergency in other areas of federal policy such 

as immigration at the southern border. 

 

Federal Court Rules that California Churches Not Required to Cover Abortions 

A federal court has ruled that a California law that forced churches to cover elective abortions in their health 

insurance plans is unconstitutional. The case was brought against a decades-old law in California that required 

organizations to cover elective abortions in their health care plan. While the 1975 law included religious 

exemptions, Planned Parenthood pressured the state to change the law in 2014 to ensure that churches and 

religious organizations were not exempt. Since 2014, Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) has been fighting the 
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mandate on behalf of Calvary Chapel Chino Hills in Chino, the Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch, 

and Foothill Church in Glendora. After filing multiple complaints with the state of California and the state’s 

Department of Managed Health Care, the churches filed suit against the state, which resulted in the ruling by the 

court that the law “violated their religious freedom.” ADF senior counsel Jeremiah Galus stated, “For years, 

California has unconstitutionally targeted faith-based organizations, so we’re pleased the court has found this 

mandate unconstitutional and will allow the churches we represent to operate freely according to their religious 

beliefs.” 

 

Court Rules in Favor of Religious Liberty for Doctors 

The 5th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled last week to block a rule established by the U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services that would require medical professionals to deliver transgender services, including on 

children, with no religious exemptions. The rule was issued under the Obama Administration after the passage 

of the Affordable Care Act and prohibited discrimination against women seeking abortion or against people 

seeking services based on their gender identity; the Biden Administration renewed the rule after the Supreme 

Court ruled in Bostock v. Clayton County. The lawsuit was filed on behalf of the Franciscan Alliance, a health 

care group with just under 20,000 health care workers. After a lower court ruled that the rule violated the 

religious liberty of the health care workers who had religious objections to offering the transgender services, a 

3-judge panel in the federal appeals court upheld the decision to block the mandate on the basis that the 

mandate violated First Amendment rights and the Religious Freedom Restoration Act. Becket attorney Joseph 

Davis called the decision a “major victory” for religious liberty, and stated, “Doctors cannot do their jobs and 

comply with the Hippocratic Oath if the government requires them to perform harmful, irreversible procedures 

against their conscience and medical expertise.” 

 

In Case You Missed It: 

 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

Practical Legal Help for Christian Schools: ADF Ministry Alliance 

 

Promise to America’s Children 

 

School Choice Ensures Equality of Opportunity, Empowers Families, Experts Say 

 

Opposition to School Choice Reeks of Elitism 
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