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As we enter the new year, we reflect with gratitude on the goodness that God has shown us throughout the past
year and rejoice that the baby born in Bethlehem became our Savior. President Ronald Reagan shared the
wonder of Christmas in his encouraging Christmas message given in 1981, a time when freedom around the
world was under dire threat from tyranny. We remember his message of hope today as we look forward to the
great things God can do in our homes, churches, schools, and country as we trust in Him this new year.
At this special time of year, we all renew our sense of wonder in recalling the story of the first Christmas in
Bethlehem, nearly 2,000 years ago.
Some celebrate Christmas as the birthday of a great and good philosopher and teacher. Others of us believe in
the divinity of the child born in Bethlehem, that he was and is the promised Prince of Peace. Yes, we've
questioned why he who could perform miracles chose to come among us as a helpless babe, but maybe that was
his first miracle, his first great lesson that we should learn to care for one another.
Tonight, in millions of American homes, the glow of the Christmas tree is a reflection of the love Jesus taught
us. Like the shepherds and wise men of that first Christmas, we Americans have always tried to follow a higher
light, a star, if you will. At lonely campfire vigils along the frontier, in the darkest days of the Great Depression,
through war and peace, the twin beacons of faith and freedom have brightened the American sky. At times our
footsteps may have faltered, but trusting in God's help, we've never lost our way. . . .
Once, earlier in this century, an evil influence threatened that the lights were going out all over the world. Let
the light of millions of candles in American homes give notice that the light of freedom is not going to be
extinguished. We are blessed with a freedom and abundance denied to so many. Let those candles remind us
that these blessings bring with them a solid obligation, an obligation to the God who guides us, an obligation to
the heritage of liberty and dignity handed down to us by our forefathers and an obligation to the children of the
world, whose future will be shaped by the way we live our lives today.
Christmas means so much because of one special child. But Christmas also reminds us that all children are
special, that they are gifts from God, gifts beyond price that mean more than any presents money can buy. In
their love and laughter, in our hopes for their future lies the true meaning of Christmas.
So, in a spirit of gratitude for what we've been able to achieve together over the past year and looking forward
to all that we hope to achieve together in the years ahead, Nancy and I want to wish you all the best of holiday
seasons. As Charles Dickens, whom I quoted a few moments ago, said so well in “A Christmas Carol,” “God
bless us, every one.”
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