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“If you take out of your statutes, your constitution, your family life all that is taken from the Sacred Book, what 

would there be left to bind society together?” 

Benjamin Harrison 

 

Religious Liberty Victory for California Church, Pastor John MacArthur 

In a victory for religious liberty, California officials have agreed to a settle with Grace Community Church and 

Pastor John MacArthur and pay $800,000 in prevailing party attorney fees to the church. The settlement comes 

after state and federal courts have already ruled against the overreaching COVID-19 restrictions that California 

officials placed on churches last year. This particular case began in the summer of 2020 when Pastor MacArthur 

and the elders at Grace Community made plans to resume in-person worship services, but the state of California 

and Los Angeles County ordered churches to remain closed, even though other venues were deemed “essential” 

and allowed to open to crowds. After the county and state threatened arrest or fines of $1,000 a day if the 

church continued to meet in person, the leaders of the church filed suit charging that the government officials 

were overstepping constitutional boundaries in denying the free exercise of religion. Per the settlement, the 

county of Los Angeles and the state of California will each pay $400,000 in prevailing party attorney fees. 

Pastor John MacArthur has indicated the total of $800,000 will be donated in its entirety to the Thomas More 

Society, a legal firm which specializes in First Amendment cases and defended the church in this case. In a 

statement, Pastor MacArthur expressed gratitude for the “Lord’s protection and providence throughout this past 

year.” He further stated, “Our commitment to the Word of God and his church has never wavered. We have 

simply continued to stand firm, as we always have and always will. We put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 

who is the head of the church. Over the past year, our congregation has seen his hand of blessing in ways like 

never before, and the Lord’s promise has been realized: ‘I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not 

overpower it.’” 

 

Over the past year, several other churches have seen similar victories as they took a legal stand against 

governmental overreach with pandemic restrictions. Harvest Rock Church, also in California, was awarded 

$1,350,000 in attorney’s fees in a case in which they sued the state of California over their First Amendment 

rights to worship in person. In Washington, D.C., Capitol Hill Baptist Church won a $220,000 settlement 

against the District of Columbia in a case in which the church sued for the right to meet and worship outdoors. 

These victories for religious liberty are encouraging in the midst of the challenges that ministries are facing due 

to COVID-19.  

 

AACS National Legislative Conference Next Week 

The AACS will be hosting our annual National Legislative Conference next week in Washington, D.C. Due to 

the conference, we will not be sending out The Washington Flyer but will resume the following week. We 

appreciate your prayers for the conference details, the attendees, and our contacts with elected and government 

officials.  

 

 

https://www.theepochtimes.com/mkt_morningbrief/governments-must-pay-800k-in-legal-fees-to-church-for-covid-overreach_3979180.html?utm_source=Morningbrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mb-2021-09-04&mktids=dc429f3e2448ef2821717a7900442668&est=6Lz8eXe2jhHS5KmJRkAmtEL4DqHa6wOdE2ZmhLXXRmBkd95cf9nDkYgdhJJBeiMF
https://thomasmoresociety.org/big-religious-liberty-win-for-john-macarthur-and-grace-church/
https://townhall.com/columnists/josephbackholm/2021/09/03/obeying-politicians-is-not-the-same-as-obeying-the-law-n2595227?fbclid=IwAR05YLGd6iJDrpk1jZp6BpFB9GTZUskY5K6uZ3XUT8nr7JZDAeF-6YwYrIY
https://www.pasadenanow.com/main/harvest-rock-church-newsom-reach-settlement/
https://wamu.org/story/20/10/19/following-court-victory-over-bowser-capitol-hill-baptist-church-holds-first-outdoor-service/


 

 

Arkansas Attorney General Rules Critical Race Theory Violates Title VI of the Civil Rights Act.  

Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge recently issued an advisory opinion which states that Critical Race 

Theory (CRT) violates Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth 

Amendment, and Article II of the Arkansas Constitution. The opinion was a response to a question submitted by 

state Representative Mark Lowery that asked if the “introduction of practices based on ‘antiracism’ and critical 

race theory” in public educational institutions violated the nondiscrimination laws. In her opinion, Rutledge 

offers a thorough explanation as to the ideology of CRT and how, if implemented, the theory causes racist and 

“discriminatory practices.” Her opinion stated that, while the First Amendment safeguards individual 

expression, “it does not immunize a person or educational institution from violating others’ rights” through 

“engaging in prohibited race-based practices.” Her analysis offered the conclusion that “the classroom isn’t a 

place to promote extremist political ideologies and preach discrimination. When schools allow the classification 

of children based on race, they violate both state and federal law.” State Representative Mark Lowery 

introduced a bill earlier this year prohibiting classroom material that elevates one race above another or teaches 

that America is a racist country. The bill passed in the house but failed in the senate. 

 

Texas Passes Abortion Ban and Supreme Court Lets It Stand 

Last week, a high-profile law went into effect in Texas to protect the lives of unborn babies from the violence of 

abortion. The Texas Heartbeat Act (SB 8) bans abortions after six weeks gestation, when the first fetal heartbeat 

can be detected through ultrasound. The law is unique among state-passed heartbeat bills, all of which until this 

point have been challenged in court, because the state placed enforcement of the ban on private parties to sue 

those who perform or aid in performing an abortion. Abortion advocates submitted an emergency request to the 

Supreme Court to stop the law from going into effect, but in a late-night decision last Wednesday, the Court 

ruled 5-4 to let the new law stand. Public controversy quickly erupted over the law and the Supreme Court’s 

narrow decision. The conservative majority wrote in an unsigned opinion that the novel strategy Texas was 

employing made it impossible for the Court to determine the legality of the law until a lawsuit is brought 

against an abortion provider. President Biden condemned the ruling and directed the Departments of Justice and 

Health and Human Services to find ways to shield women seeking an abortion under federal law. The Supreme 

Court will have a chance to rule on the merits of abortion in another case next term, Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 

Health Organization, to determine to what extent a state can place restrictions on abortion.  

 

In Case You Missed It: 

 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

Practical Legal Help for Christian Schools: ADF Ministry Alliance 

 

Promise to America’s Children 

 

20 States Sue Biden Administration for Corrupting Title IX with ‘Gender Identity’ Mumbo Jumbo 

 

Cal Thomas: Breaking Up the Education Monopoly 
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https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/ARAG/2021/08/16/file_attachments/1907584/2021-042%20%2808.16.21%29.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/arkansas-attorney-general-offers-clarity-on-critical-race-theory
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/21a24_8759.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/unconstitutional-chaos-biden-vows-whole-government-response-after-texas-abortion-n1278380
https://adflegal.org/case/dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-organization
https://adflegal.org/case/dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-organization
https://www.ml.com/financial-research-and-insights/all.html?referrer=homel2
https://fa.ml.com/south-carolina/columbia/jcb/
https://www.adfministryalliance.org/partners/american-association-of-christian-schools
https://promisetoamericaschildren.org/about-us/
https://thefederalist.com/2021/09/02/20-states-sue-biden-administration-for-corrupting-title-ix-with-gender-identity-mumbo-jumbo/
https://wng.org/podcasts/cal-thomas-education-monopoly-1629953770

