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“Because we hold it for a fundamental and undeniable truth, ‘that Religion or the duty which we owe to our 

Creator and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or 

violence’ [Virginia Declaration of Rights]…The Religion then of every man must be left to the conviction and 

conscience of every man: and it is the right of every man to exercise it as these may dictate.” 

James Madison 

 

Senate Sends Bipartisan Education Bill to the President 

On Tuesday, the U.S. Senate voted to reauthorize ESEA by passing the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

with a vote of 85-12. After both Houses of Congress passed versions of the education bill earlier this year, a 

conference committee reached a final compromise that was approved by the House last week and was signed 

into law by President Obama on Thursday. Republicans who supported the bill praised the legislation for 

reducing the federal footprint in education by allowing states more power in decisions regarding testing 

accountability, teacher evaluations, and low performing schools. The bill also limits the power of the Secretary 

of Education, which many pundits see as a pushback against Arne Duncan’s Race to the Top and NCLB waiver 

initiatives that significantly expanded federal control over standards and assessments, specifically through 

coercing states’ adoption of the Common Core Standards. The bill also continues protection for the autonomy 

of private schools and home school families and includes language that prohibits the establishment of a national 

standard, assessment, and teacher certification program. However, some conservative Senators felt the bill did 

not go far enough in limiting the federal role in education or providing strong school choice options for parents. 

Senators Ted Cruz (TX) and Tim Scott (SC) both criticized the bill for its lack of Title 1 portability, which 

would have allowed Title 1 funds to follow a student to the school of his/her choice. Additional criticism 

focused on the inclusion of funding for the Preschool Development Grant program, which effectively codifies 

the early education initiative into law. Early education was a top priority for Senator Patty Murray (WA), who 

co-sponsored the bill with Sen. Lamar Alexander (TN), so the conference committee found compromise by 

requiring states to use a “mixed delivery” system of early education and by requiring a regular review of federal 

early education programs. Additionally, the program is placed under the Department of Health and Human 

Services rather than the Department of Education, and additional language cautions an increased federal role in 

early education. The Every Student Succeeds Act will be due for reauthorization in four years. 

 

Senate Votes to Defund Planned Parenthood and Repeal Obamacare 

Last Thursday the U.S. Senate voted to defund Planned Parenthood and repeal major sections of the Affordable 

Care Act, commonly known as Obamacare. The measure passed by a vote of 52-47, with two Republicans—

Illinois Congressman Mark Kirk and Susan Collins of Maine—breaking from their party and siding with 

Democrats in opposing the legislation. The legislation is expected to be passed by the House shortly but will 

almost certainly be vetoed by the President once it reaches his desk. If signed into law, the bill would eliminate 

the mandate that requires companies with over 50 employees to provide health insurance and requires all 

individuals to purchase it, along with other key portions of the health care act. Over a dozen other attempts have 

http://www.rawstory.com/2015/12/senate-votes-to-defund-planned-parenthood/


been made by the Senate to pass legislation to repeal Obamacare, all of which have failed. Thursday’s attempt, 

however, was done via a budget procedure through the process of reconciliation, which requires a simple 

majority of 51 votes to pass legislation, as opposed to the 60 needed on the floor. If signed into law, the bill 

would also eliminate taxpayer funding of Planned Parenthood. 

 

Report: America’s Best (And Worst) Cities for School Choice 

This week, the Thomas B. Fordham Institute released a report titled America’s Best (and Worst) Cities for 

School Choice. The 179-page report provides a ranking of the top 30 most “choice-friendly” cities based on 

three main criteria: political support of local leaders, the policy environment (i.e., the strength of the support 

from local groups and programs), and the quality and quantity of the programs. The study included all types of 

school choice options and programs—from vouchers to ESA’s, charter and magnet schools, and programs that 

allow for private and home school options. New Orleans ranked top on the list, with Washington, D.C., in 2nd 

place, and Denver and Indianapolis placed 3rd and 4th respectively. The report found that choice programs that 

included private schools faced certain limitations through the specifications often outlined in voucher and tax 

credit programs. The writers of the report offer four recommendations to make cities more choice-friendly: 

increase equitable resources for charter schools, expand public school choice, make programs more parent 

friendly through venues such as public transportation for all schools, and increase local awareness and support 

of the benefits of school choice. 

 

In Case You Missed It: 
 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

Brief: School Choice in the States November 2015 

 

Competition Is Healthy for Public Schools 

 

Survey Finds Religious Freedom Most Important to People in 38 Nations 
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