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“There is not a single instance in history in which civil liberty was lost, and religious liberty preserved entire. If 

therefore we yield up our temporal property, we at the same time deliver the conscience into bondage.” 

John Witherspoon, 1775 

 

AACS President Keith Wiebe Joins Senator Mike Lee for a National Press Conference 

This past Wednesday Dr. Keith Wiebe, president of AACS, joined Senator Mike Lee (R-Utah), Dr. Samuel 

Oliver, president of Union University, Dr. Jerry Johnson, president of National Religious Broadcasters and 

former president of Criswell College, and Travis Weber, Family Research Council’s Director of the Center for 

Religious Liberty, at a press conference discussing how a Supreme Court ruling redefining marriage could 

impact religious educational institutions. During the oral arguments made to the Supreme Court earlier this year 

on the marriage case, Justice Samuel Alito inquired of Solicitor General Donald Verrilli what implications this 

ruling would have on religious institutions—more specifically, the effects it would have on the tax-exempt 

status of these institutions, in light of the parallel that has been drawn between civil rights based on race and 

civil rights based on sexual orientation. Verrilli admitted, “It’s certainly going to be an issue. I don’t deny that. I 

don’t deny that, Justice Alito. It is—it is going to be an issue.” A letter to Congress signed by over 70 education 

leaders from across the country expressing “deep concern about the potential loss of tax-exempt status for 

educational institutions should the Supreme Court find constitutional legitimacy for same-sex marriage” was 

released at the news conference. During the press conference Dr. Wiebe stated, “The federal government should 

not discriminate against people simply because they believe in a natural marriage. We strongly believe and 

teach that marriage is between one man and one woman. These beliefs require the freedom to hire as we choose 

based on these beliefs.” Expecting that the Supreme Court will rule against natural marriage, Senator Mike Lee 

has proposed a new religious freedom bill entitled the Government Non-Discrimination Act—a renamed and 

strengthened version of the Marriage and Religious Freedom Act. 

 

Chris Christie Pivots on Common Core 

Last Thursday, nearly five years after Governor Chris Christie of New Jersey advocated for the adoption of the 

Common Core Standards, the outspoken Republican governor reversed his position on the issue. “It’s now been 

five years since Common Core was adopted and the truth is that it’s simply not working,” Christie remarked. “It 

has brought only confusion and frustration to our parents and has brought distance between our teachers and the 

communities where they work. Instead of solving problems in our classrooms, it is creating new ones.” 

Previously in 2013, Christie had stated, “We’re doing Common Core in New Jersey and we’re gonna continue. 

This is one of those areas where I’ve agreed more with the president than not, and with Secretary [of Education 

Arne] Duncan.” This change comes at a unique time with the presidential races just around the corner. Some 

speculate that this was solely a political move by Christie in order to gain favor with conservatives and point out 

that he continues to support the use of the Common Core-aligned PARK assessment; but others contend that 

after watching the negative effects of the program for nearly five years, Christie legitimately altered his 

position.  
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North Carolina Passes Abortion Waiting Period Bill 

Last Monday, the North Carolina Senate passed a bill requiring a 72-hour waiting period between the time when 

a pregnant woman consults with a doctor for an abortion and the actual abortion. Supporters of the legislation 

say that this extra time allows a woman to get more information before taking the life of her baby, but the 

opposition says that this will hinder women from access to reproductive health services. The bill was passed by 

the North Carolina House in April; and although Governor Pat McCrory promised in his campaign not to sign 

such legislation, there is enough support in the North Carolina legislature to override his veto. If the bill 

becomes law, North Carolina will become one of 24 states requiring waiting periods before an abortion, and one 

of four states—Missouri, South Dakota, and Utah—requiring a waiting period of 72 hours. 

 

In Case You Missed It: 
 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

AACS President Dr. Wiebe Quoted in The Hill 

 

Thousands of Scorers Take On the Common Core 

 

Federal Court Overturns AR Law Banning Abortions at 12 Weeks 

 

Nevada Becomes the Fifth State to Enact Education Savings Accounts 

 

Arne Duncan Wants to Create Public Boarding Schools  
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