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“That the opinions of man are not the object of civil government, nor under its jurisdiction; that to suffer the 

civil magistrate to intrude his powers into the field of opinion and to restrain the profession or propagation of 

principles on supposition of their ill tendency is a dangerous fallacy, which at once destroys all religious 

liberty.” 

Thomas Jefferson 

 

ESEA Reauthorization Bills in Conference 
Last week the Senate overwhelmingly approved a reauthorization of its version of ESEA, known as the Every 

Child Achieves Act. The House version of ESEA, known as the Student Success Act, was narrowly passed last 

month and is considered to be more conservative than the Senate bill. The bills now move to conference where 

legislators will attempt to reconcile differences in the two bills and send a final version to the President’s desk 

for his signature. Due to some major policy differences, finding common ground between the dueling 

reauthorization bills will not be an easy task. The primary conflict to be resolved is how to keep federal 

involvement in education to a minimum—something conservative Republicans are adamant about—while at the 

same time guaranteeing accountability. Following passage of the bill in the Senate, Senator Alexander (TN), 

lead co-sponsor of the bill, stated in an interview, “My goal and the goal of the bill is to keep the important 

measures of accountability—keep the report cards, keep the tests—so we’ll know how the children are doing, 

but turn over what to do about the tests and the accountability for getting a result to the states and local school 

boards. I think that’s real accountability.” He continued, “The President would like to have more federal 

involvement in that accountability process. I understand that. We’ll just have to discuss that.” Preserving certain 

provisions in the House bill that are not in the Senate bill will also be a contentious topic for the conferees. 

These top issues include whether or not to keep the House language that allows the federal government to 

punish schools and states for opting out of tests and whether or not to retain the provision in the House bill that 

gives parents the option to use Title 1 money to send their child to the school of their choice. Despite the 

differences, both the House and Senate agree on the importance of limiting the power of the Secretary of 

Education and the importance of prohibiting the advancement of a national standard like the Common Core. Of 

particular importance to the American Association of Christian Schools is the provision that is retained in both 

bills that protects the autonomy and freedom of private and religious schools. 

 

Congressional Support Grows for Religious Liberty Bill 

In the last two weeks, more than 50 Members of Congress have declared their support for religious liberty by 

signing on as co-sponsors for the First Amendment Defense Act (FADA). Introduced by Rep. Raul Labrador 

(ID), FADA would prohibit the federal government from discriminating against an individual who believes or 

acts according to a religious belief in marriage as between a man and a woman. House leadership has indicated 

that they will bring the bill to the floor as soon as the needed 218 votes are secured for passage, quelling rumors 

that there may be conflict between Rep. Labrador and House leadership which would stall movement of the bill. 

While the bill has received criticism from liberal groups and media outlets claiming that it allows for 

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2015/07/esea_rewrite_what_to_expect_du.html
http://thehill.com/homenews/house/247599-religious-freedom-bill-picks-up-momentum


discrimination against LGBT individuals, conservative groups are offering strong support charging that the bill 

is necessary in light of the recent attacks on individuals who have made business decisions that align with a 

belief in natural marriage. The American Association of Christian Schools is active in the efforts to advance 

such protections and participated in a meeting on Capitol Hill this week to urge more Members of the House to 

support the passage of FADA. Sen. Mike Lee (UT) has introduced a similar bill in the Senate that currently has 

36 co-sponsors. 

 

NEA Attacking Religious Freedom 
The National Education Association (NEA), long known to support liberal causes, has turned its attention to 

what they perceive to be the next important issue in society. But critics point out the difficulty in seeing the 

connection to a teacher’s work in public education. At the recent NEA annual convention on July 3rd, the 

organization announced its next battleground: the takedown of state Religious Freedom Restoration Acts 

(RFRAs). The NEA introduced a resolution claiming the laws give “license [to] individuals and corporations to 

discriminate on the theory that their religious beliefs require such actions.” Supporters counter that RFRA laws 

actually provide a neutral legal framework in which individuals can challenge overreaching government 

activities that infringe on religious liberty. The first RFRA was signed into law by President Bill Clinton in 

1993, and since then 20 states have enacted similar laws on the state level. In their fight against RFRAs, the 

NEA is providing educational materials for their state affiliates and members with information on the current 

laws on the federal and state levels, model language for state amendments to change the current laws to prohibit 

discrimination, talking points on the subject, and other resources to aid in their fight to take down RFRAs. The 

resolution offered no explanation as to why RFRA laws present any concern to teachers, students, or schools 

and therefore why RFRAs would warrant an attack by the NEA. 

 

In Case You Missed It: 
 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

Legislation Introduced to Defund Planned Parenthood 

 

The Historical Case for Religious Liberty 

 

Powerful Speech by Sen. Lankford on Planned Parenthood Video 

 

Senate Dems Divided Over Revoking Charitable Tax Status of Religious Schools 

 

Kentucky Lawmakers Move to Protect County Clerks and Clergy Opposed to Gay Marriage 
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