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“Freedom is not a gift bestowed upon us by other men, but a right that belongs to us by the laws of God and 

nature.” 

Benjamin Franklin 

 

South Carolina Plans to Replace Common Core Standards Next Year 

The South Carolina Board of Education voted unanimously last week to replace the Common Core Standards 

(CCS) with their own newly developed state standards. This action follows a mandate that was passed last May 

by the state legislature and signed into law by South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley that required the Common 

Core Standards be replaced for the 2015–16 school year. In order to ensure that the new standards would be 

approved by the people of South Carolina, the law stipulated that the new standards either be developed by the 

State Board of Education and then approved by the state school board and education oversight committee or be 

voted on by the state legislature if developed by an organization outside the state. While the new standards were 

developed by a team of South Carolinians, they are still receiving criticism for being too closely aligned to the 

CCS and not as academically strong as the old South Carolina standards. However, the new standards do seem 

to resolve one of the primary complaints against the Common Core—that of the increased level of federal 

control over the state’s standards and content. Opponents of the CCS have long argued that the U.S. Department 

of Education coerced and incentivized states to adopt the CCS through the requirements for the Race to the Top 

grants and waivers for No Child Left Behind, and this has amounted to federal control over the standards and 

academic content in schools. On the federal level, Rep. Steve King (IA) and Sen. Chuck Grassley (IA) are 

leading efforts to include language in the appropriations bill which would prohibit the use of federal funds to 

advance the CCS and the CCS-aligned assessments. They have circulated letters to their fellow Members of 

Congress asking for support, and several conservative organizations are joining them in urging Members to 

support this limitation of the Department of Education. 

 

Georgia Scholarship Program Widely Popular 

On January 1
st
 2015, Georgia’s tax credit scholarship fund reached its cap of 58 million dollars for this year, 

three weeks quicker than in 2014. The Qualified Education Expense Tax Credit (QEE) law was passed in 2008 

and incentivizes donors by offering dollar-for-dollar tax credits to those who donate. Currently known as the 

GOAL Scholarship program, it has provided families with alternatives to public education that have proven 

extremely popular and successful. A recent poll released by the Georgia Public Policy Foundation proved that 

70 percent of Georgia residents support the program and over 61 percent believe the yearly cap should be raised 

to at least $100 million. A bill (HB 35) has been introduced in the current legislative session that would 

quadruple the program limit, raising the cap from $58 million to $250 million. Mary Patterson, a board member 

of the Georgia Home Education Association, said, “School choice is the only way to break the monopoly the 

government school system has over education and will, in my opinion, improve education.” 

  

http://www.wltx.com/story/news/2015/03/11/common-core-standards-dead-in-south-carolina/70177726/
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/state_edwatch/2014/06/south_carolina_gov_haley_signs_bill_to.html
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2015/03/13/new-south-carolina-standards-90-aligned-with-common-core/
http://www.goalscholarship.org/advocacy/
http://news.heartland.org/newspaper-article/2015/02/23/georgia-tax-credit-scholarship-program-limit-reached-first-day


 

Courts Clash Over Marriage in Alabama 

The marriage battle in Alabama has intensified as U.S. District Judge Ginny Granade ordered Mobile County 

Probate Judge Don Davis to resume issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples just days after the Alabama 

Supreme Court ordered him to cease issuing the licenses. Judge Davis was one of the parties that was sued in 

the initial case that resulted in the ruling by Judge Granade that the Alabama marriage amendment was 

unconstitutional. After that ruling, Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice Roy Moore issued a memorandum 

advising probate judges that they would be in violation of state law if they issued licenses to gay couples. While 

most judges followed Judge Moore’s guidance, some began issuing marriage licenses to gay couples, while 

others stopped issuing licenses to any couples. Meanwhile, the U.S. Supreme Court denied an appeal which 

requested a stay in Judge Granade’s decision until the High Court’s final decision on marriage later this year, 

causing further confusion in the state. One judge then sought clarification from the state Supreme Court, which 

responded with a 134-page opinion by six of the justices ordering all probate judges to cease issuing marriage 

licenses to gay couples on the grounds that the original ruling by Judge Granade applied only to that particular 

case, and that rulings from federal courts cannot overrule a state’s laws and sovereignty. The justices also 

specifically ordered Judge Davis to cease issuing licenses to same-sex couples as he had indicated that he was 

obliged to continue to do so since he was named in the initial case. Judge Davis has since closed his doors to all 

marriage licenses. 

 

Religious Liberty of Cake Artist Attacked 
Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) recently filed a brief with the Colorado Court of Appeals requesting a 

reversal of the order by the Civil Rights Commission against Jack Phillips, a cake artist who declined to make a 

cake for a gay couple’s wedding. Phillips owns a small business, Masterpiece Cakeshop, in Lakewood, 

Colorado, a state that in 2006 constitutionally defined marriage as between one man and one woman. On July 

19, 2012, homosexual couple Charlie Craig and David Mullins visited Phillips’ store asking him to bake them a 

cake in celebration of their recent marriage. Phillips refused based on his sincere Christian belief that baking a 

cake for a homosexual wedding was, in fact, participating in the wedding. After Craig and Mullins complained 

to the Colorado Civil Rights Commission, an administrative judge ruled on Dec. 6, 2013, that Jack Phillips had 

violated Colorado’s anti-discrimination laws and ordered Phillips to bake wedding cakes for homosexual 

couples if asked to do so. Furthermore, the Civil Rights Commission has ordered Phillips to implement new 

non-discrimination policies at his store and file compliance reports with the commission. However, Phillips still 

refuses to participate in same-sex wedding celebrations even though he could face criminal charges and even 

prison by violating the judge’s order. The brief filed by ADF argues that the Civil Rights Commissioner 

displayed strong bias against religion and religious liberty when she compared Phillips’ actions to those of slave 

owners and perpetrators of the Holocaust. ADF Senior Legal Counsel Jeremy Tedesco stated, “This anti-

religious bigotry undermines the integrity of the entire process and the commission’s order as well.” 
 

In Case You Missed It: 
 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 
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http://www.al.com/news/mobile/index.ssf/2015/03/judge_wont_lift_ruling_instruc.html
http://christiannews.net/2015/03/12/alabama-supreme-court-forbids-judge-at-center-of-gay-marriage-lawsuit-from-issuing-licenses/
http://www.alliancedefendingfreedom.org/News/PRDetail/9479
http://wealthmanagement.ml.com/wm/pages/Research-and-Insights.aspx?Referrer=HomeL2
http://wealthmanagement.ml.com/wm/system/ViewFAPage.aspx?pageurl=jcb
http://thefederalist.com/2015/03/10/government-shouldnt-force-parents-into-childcare-they-dont-want/
http://thefederalist.com/2015/03/17/dear-gay-community-your-kids-are-hurting/
http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/will-the-supreme-court-issue-an-eviction-notice-to-new-york-city-churches

