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“For more than a generation, the United States and Israel have been steadfast allies. Our nations are bound by 

our shared values and a strong commitment to freedom. . . . We are both nations born of struggle and sacrifice. 

We are both founded by immigrants escaping religious persecution in other lands. Through the labors and 

strides of generations, we have both built vibrant democracies, founded in the rule of law and market 

economies. And we are both countries established with certain basic beliefs: that God watches over the affairs 

of men and values every human life.” 

George W. Bush, 2004 

 

House of Representatives Delays Vote on ESEA Reauthorization 

Last week, the U.S. House of Representatives delayed a vote on the Student Success Act (H.R. 5), a bill to 

reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). The vote had been scheduled for Friday, but 

the drawn-out debate over Homeland Security funding coupled with pushback from some conservatives caused 

House leadership to postpone debate on the education bill. The Student Success Act is intended to “reduce the 

federal footprint, restore local control, and empower parents and education leaders to hold schools accountable 

for effectively teaching students.” Of particular interest to AACS and other private school groups is the 

protective language (retained from No Child Left Behind) explicitly stating that nothing in the bill will affect 

private religious schools that do not receive government funding. The bill also retains the NCLB language that 

prohibits the establishment of a mandatory teacher certification program and a national student database. In 

addition, H.R. 5 strengthens prohibitions against a national standard and a national test, specifically referencing 

the Common Core as a national standard. Other private school groups supported the “provisions within the bill 

that improve the consultation requirements and other conditions connected with equitable services to students 

and teachers in religious and independent schools.” However, despite steps in the the bill to decentralize 

educational decision making, some conservative groups opposed its passage on grounds that the bill was not as 

conservative as it could be with a Republican-controlled Congress. While some policy pundits have speculated 

that the delay on the bill could threaten the chances of ESEA reauthorization this year, others remain optimistic 

as the Senate continues to work on a bipartisan bill. Whether or not such a bill could be conferenced with the 

education policy priorities in the House and then receive a signature from the President is still in question. 
 

Common Core Update 

Last weekend, the West Virginia House of Representatives voted 75-19 to pass a bill which would repeal the 

Common Core Standards in the state. The bill requires that the state board of education begin a process to 

replace the Common Core with new standards through a rigorous review process that includes multiple 

opportunities for public input. The bill is now being considered by the education committee in the state Senate. 

Meanwhile, schools across the country are preparing to administer next month the first standardized test aligned 

with Common Core; and parents across the country are boycotting the test, citing the problem that teaching a 

curriculum is being sacrificed in an effort to “teach the test.” Currently, 19 states are considering legislation that 

would repeal the Common Core Standards. 
 

http://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398301
http://edworkforce.house.gov/studentsuccessact/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/no-child-left-behind-debate-in-the-house-suspended/2015/02/27/e654529a-bea6-11e4-8668-4e7ba8439ca6_story.html
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2015/02/27/house-republicans-pull-nclb-reauthorization-from-house-floor/
http://truthinamericaneducation.com/common-core-state-standards/west-virginia-house-votes-to-repeal-common-core/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/parents-join-nationwide-boycott-of-common-core-exam/


Federal Judge Overturns Nebraska’s Marriage Amendment 

A federal judge has overturned the Nebraska marriage amendment which was adopted in 2000, defining 

marriage as between one man and one woman. U.S. District Judge Joseph Batallion declared his ruling will take 

effect on March 9 in order to allow time for an appeal, but he denied a request for a stay on the ruling until the 

Supreme Court rules on the issue later this year. Immediately after the ruling, Nebraska state officials appealed 

the case to the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals, which is considering two other marriage cases from South Dakota 

and Arkansas. Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts stated, “The definition of marriage is an issue for the people of 

Nebraska, and an activist judge should not substitute his personal political preferences for the will of the 

people.” This makes the 38th state to have same-sex marriage legalized; in 27 of these states, that decision was 

made by a handful of judges who overturned marriage amendments and laws that were put in place through the 

legislative process or a popular vote. The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments on the marriage cases 

from the 6th Circuit Court (covering Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky, and Tennessee) in April. 

 

Department of Labor Issues New Rules Regarding Same-Sex Couples 

The Department of Labor has issued a new regulation that expands the definition of “spouse” in the Family 

Medical Leave Act (FMLA) to include spouses of married homosexual employees. The FMLA was passed in 

1993 to ensure job security for employees needing to take time off work in order to attend to family issues or 

personal illness. The FMLA allows employees who have worked for a company at least 12 months to take up to 

12 weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave annually for approved medical needs. These permitted needs include 

personal or family illness, pregnancy, adoption, or military family leave. Originally, the law applied only to the 

employee’s immediate family such as a parent, spouse, or child. In 2008, the bill was amended to extend 

protection to next of kin or an adult child. While protection was ensured for all personal illness, FMLA granted 

protection only to homosexual couples that were residents of states where same-sex marriage is legal and 

recognized. This week new regulations were finalized to include all same-sex couples, regardless of state laws 

concerning homosexual marriage. The new amendment goes into effect March 27, 2015. 

 

In Case You Missed It: 
 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

Alabama Supreme Court Halts Same-Sex Marriage 

 

Status of Marriage in 12 States Which Still Uphold Traditional Marriage 

 

AACS in the Daily Caller 

 

Text and Video of Prime Minister Netanyahu's Speech 

J a m i s o n  C o p p o l a :  L e g i s l a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

M a u r e e n  V a n  D e n  B e r g :  P o l i c y  A n a l y s t  

L e g i s l a t i v e  O f f i c e ,  1 1 9  C  S t r e e t  S E ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 0 0 3  

P h o n e :  2 0 2 . 5 4 7 . 2 9 9 1   F a x :  2 0 2 . 5 4 7 . 2 9 9 2  

http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/02/us-usa-gaymarriage-nebraska-idUSKBN0LY1MM20150302
http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/03/us/states-same-sex-marriage-ban/
http://wealthmanagement.ml.com/wm/pages/Research-and-Insights.aspx?Referrer=HomeL2
http://wealthmanagement.ml.com/wm/system/ViewFAPage.aspx?pageurl=jcb
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2015/03/03/ala-supreme-court-halts-same-sex-marriage/?cmpid=cmty_twitter_fn
http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/03/us/states-same-sex-marriage-ban/
http://dailycaller.com/2015/02/27/no-congress-isnt-about-to-mandate-common-core/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-politics/wp/2015/03/03/full-text-netanyahus-address-to-congress/

