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Learned institutions ought to be favorite objects with every free people. They throw light over the public mind 

which is the best security against crafty and dangerous encroachments on the public liberty. 

James Madison 

 

Obama Administration Announces Early Education Competition for States 

The Department of Education (DOE) and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) have 

announced that applications are available for the $250 million Preschool Development Block Grants 

competitions. The goal of this competition, according to Education Secretary Arne Duncan, is to “prepare states 

to participate in President Obama’s proposed Preschool for All program,” a federal-state partnership designed to 

ensure that children from low- and middle-income families have access to state preschool programs and full-day 

kindergarten. This is the next round of the Race to the Top competition that focuses on early education, and it is 

intended to increase the number of children enrolled in state preschool programs. In public comments submitted 

last spring, the AACS urged the Administration to include language in the application which would allow 

participating states to use the funds to provide parental choice options in early education and also allow states to 

offer protection for the autonomy and mission of private, faith-based preschools. The application guidelines do 

not specifically reference that states include private and religious preschools in their intended reforms, nor 

reference protection for private schools. The Department of Education did offer clarification after previous Race 

to the Top-Early Learning Challenge competitions that it does not intend to infringe on the autonomy or 

religious liberty of private, faith-based schools through competition requirements. However, there remains 

concern that the autonomy and mission of these preschools still could be negatively affected by the reforms and 

requirements enacted by the states as they make changes to laws and regulations in order to compete for the 

federal funding. The deadline for applications is October 14, 2014, and states can submit an application for 

either Development Grants (states that do not already have a state-wide public preschool program in place) or 

Expansion Grants (states that currently have a state-wide public preschool program and/or have received 

funding from an earlier Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge). 

 

New Polls Show Waning Support for Common Core Standards 

Two new polls released this week reveal public support is waning for the Common Core Standards. A new 

PDK/Gallup poll shows that a rising majority of Americans oppose the Common Core as they learn more about 

the standards. Of those surveyed, 81% said they had heard of the Common Core Standards, compared to only 

38% last year, and 60% said they oppose the standards because they fear “the standards will limit the flexibility 

of the teachers in their communities to teach what they think is best.” Much of the criticism against the 

Common Core centers on the fact that states were incentivized by the federal government to adopt the standards 

in order to receive Race to the Top Funds and waivers for No Child Left Behind. The involvement of federal 

funds in states’ adoption of the standards ultimately moves the control over educational policy decisions away 

from the local level and to the federal government. Interestingly, the results of the survey showed that 56% 

believe that local school boards should “have the greatest public opinion influence” over educational decisions. 

A second poll conducted by Education Next found that the Common Core is also losing support among public 
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school teachers. Of the teachers polled, only 46% support the standards compared to 76% in 2013, and the 

percentage of those who oppose the standards has risen from 12% to 40%. The strongest criticism from teachers 

is the lack of resources and preparation for them to implement the standards. 

 

Common Core Battle Continues in the States 

Louisiana 

On Tuesday, as part of ongoing court battles pitting Governor Bobby Jindal against the state school 

superintendent over implementation of the Common Core Standards (CCS), a Louisiana judge granted a 

preliminary injunction that lifts Governor Jindal’s suspension of tests aligned to the Common Core, 

Superintendent John White characterized the injunction as win in his statement that says in part, “Today’s 

ruling allows teachers and students to continue raising expectations in Louisiana.” Governor Jindal, who sees 

the court fight as a necessary step to keep the state education decisions and the State Board of Elementary and 

Secondary Education accountable, responded to the ruling by stating, “If this judge’s ruling stands, it would 

cause chaos in state government and bring us back to the old days in Louisiana when it was OK to give no-bid 

contracts to your friends.” Although an early supporter of the Common Core Standards, Jindal has now become 

an active and vocal opponent of what he sees as a federal meddling in state educational decision making. 

Ohio 

This week the legislature in Ohio, one of the first states to adopt Common Core, is again debating a bill that 

would remove the state from using Common Core Standards. A similar bill was defeated earlier in the 

Education Committee, but a new bill is now being considered in the Rules Committee. Rep. Matt Huffman, the 

bill’s sponsor is planning six meetings on the bill over the next three weeks and anticipates the bill will be voted 

out of committee to be considered by full house after the November elections. 

 

New York State Fines Family $13,000 for Declining to Host Wedding Ceremony 

Many farming families have found creative ways to open their properties and buildings to the public in order to 

support the operation of the farm and raise income. Activities include holiday activities, seasonal festivals, and 

berry picking; and many farms have become scenic locations for hosting weddings. The Gifford family has 

owned and operated Liberty Ridge Farm in New York for over 25 years and has opened the farm up to host 

wedding ceremonies. This is how the family found themselves the subject of an investigation under New York’s 

Human Rights Law, which considers the opening up of their property as a public accommodation. For declining 

to rent their facilities and host a same-sex wedding ceremony and reception, the Giffords are now being forced 

to pay $13,000 in fines and heavy penalties should they delay or refuse. Additionally they are being required to 

provide antidiscrimination “re-education” classes for their staff. In New York, the Human Rights Law favors 

one definition of marriage and creates a special class of citizens, and those who don’t agree are penalized as 

lawbreakers. 

 

In Case You Missed It: 
 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 
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Millennial marriage rates declining 
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