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Washington, DC
September 26, 2008
Christian School Association Gets a Nod from the State: The Georgia Association of Christian Schools (GACS), a member of the AACS, is now able to replace inspection and training requirements of “Bright from the Start,” the state licensing day care agency, with GACS inspections of Christian preschools and seminar training for their teachers and staff. 

In a joint effort with Senator Don Balfour (R-GA) and Governor Perdue, GACS appealed to the Georgia-state officials on behalf of approximately eighty Christian schools comprised of more than thirteen thousand students. The result was a “miracle,” said Rev. Paul Smith, a field representative and the Georgia Christian Association Athletic Commissioner. 

The only qualifications are either having accreditation with or being a member of a recognized institution like GACS and having an “integral part of an established religious congregation or religious school that conducts regularly scheduled classes, courses of study, or educational programs.” Smith said, “This is a remarkable accomplishment because as everyone knows when the government put restrictions on anything they are known to not give anyone any freedom.” 

Along with providing the services, GACS enforces background checks and health and safety regulations. “Bright from the Start” has the right to conduct surprise inspections to guarantee regulations are being met. 

GACS will be developing accrediting preschool regulations for members and other Christian preschools, as well as training seminars for teachers and staff. “GACS is pleased to have a part in bringing this about, and making this benefit available to our membership,” said GACS in a letter to their constituents.

U.S. Congress Passes Bill to Help Special Needs Children and Families:  The U.S. Congress extended a helping hand to families with children who have disabilities by passing this week the “Pre-natally and Post-natally Diagnosed Conditions Awareness Act” (S. 1810).  Sponsored by Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS) and Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-MA) in the Senate, this bill requires that parents who receive a pre-natal or post-natal  diagnosis of down syndrome or any other condition receive the most up-to-date information on that condition.  
According to a statement put out by Sen. Brownback’s office, 90 percent of all children diagnosed with down syndrome are aborted each year.  On passage of the bill in the Senate, Sen. Brownback stated, “I am very pleased that the legislation co-sponsored by Sen. Kennedy and me passed the Senate.  This bill will greatly benefit expecting parents who receive the sometimes overwhelming news that their unborn child may be born with a disability.  This legislation will provide parents with current and reliable information about the many options available for caring for children with disabilities.”

Specifically, this bill provides for an “expansion and further development of a national clearinghouse of information” to be made available to parents who receive the news that their child will be born with down syndrome or a different condition.  The bill also calls for more support systems to be developed throughout the country for these parents.  Finally, the bill creates a national registry for adoption purposes for families who are willing to adopt these special needs children.
In a statement made last week regarding this bill, Sen. Brownback cited Gov. Sarah Palin (AL) who offered the following comments after the birth of her down syndrome son Trig in April:  “Trig is beautiful and already adored by us. We [knew] through early testing he would face special challenges. We feel privileged that God would entrust us with this gift and allow us unspeakable joy as he entered our lives. We have faith that every baby is created for good purpose and has potential to make this world a better place. We are truly blessed.”

The bill passed by unanimous consent in the Senate on Tuesday, and by a voice vote in the House of Representatives Thursday evening.  The bill now heads to President Bush to be signed into law.

Google Lifts Ban on Christian Advertisements: Google lifted the ban on Christian anti-abortion advertisements last week after being sued by a United-Kingdom-based Christian organization, the Christian Institute. The search engine was accused of breaching the Equalities Act of 2006 which provided that  “Over the last few months we have been reviewing our abortion ads policy in order to make sure it was fair, up to date and consistent with local customs and practices,” said a spokesperson for Google. 

The web giant’s alleged “warped value system” prevented the Institute from placing advertisements on words like “abortion” and “abortion-help.” Google’s newly dropped policy stated that it would prohibit advertisements that connected abortion with religious views.  The Google spokesperson said, “Following the review we have decided to amend our policy, creating a level playing field and enabling religious associations to place ads on abortion in a factual way.” The spokesperson also said, “The issue of abortion is an emotive subject and Google does not take a particular side.”

Having reached an agreement out of court, the director of the Christian Institute, Colin Hart, said, “I am delighted to tell you that our legal proceedings against Google for blocking our abortion ad have been settled on amicable terms. As a result of the court action and other representations made to Google in recent months, Google has reviewed its AdWords policy to enable the Christian Institute and other religious associations to place ads on the subject of abortion in a factual and campaigning way. . . . This is an important issue of free speech and religious liberty and we are very pleased with Google’s constructive response to this matter.”

Republicans Praise the “Do-Nothing” Congress for Doing Nothing: Democrats decided to allow the moratorium on offshore drilling to expire October 1st. This lift allows drilling in both the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. “If true, this capitulation by Democrats following months of Republican pressure is a big victory for Americans struggling with record gasoline prices,” said House GOP leader John Boehner of Ohio.
Not everyone feels this way. Democrats are looking forward to the next Presidency in order to put more restrictions on drilling. Rep. Lois Capps, a Democrat from Santa Barbara, said, “I hope that when Congress revisits this issue next year, with a new president, we can negotiate a compromise that respects the need to protect coastal states and puts our country on a path to a clean-energy future.” Richard Charter, a consultant to the Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund, said, “Only action by the next administration would stand between our fragile coastlines and the threat of oil spills and other drilling damage,” he said.
While Democrats seem to focus on the potential of oil spills and a future of clean energy, Republicans seemed more focused on the current status of the economy. Rep. Adam H. Putnam of Florida, chairman of the House Republican Conference, said, “After a long summer of $4 gas, with winter home heating bills on the way, this good news could not have come too soon.” From the Independent Petroleum Assn. of America, Jeffrey Eshelman said, “In light of the financial meltdown, lifting the offshore ban makes perfect sense. It means more American energy, more jobs and increased tax and royalty revenue for the U.S. Treasury.” 
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