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Washington, DC
September 19, 2008
AACS National Legislative Conference a Success: “A Charge to Keep” provided a fitting theme for this year’s AACS National Legislative Conference held in Washington, D.C. on Sept. 8-10.  Attendees were challenged and encouraged by many special speakers to continue their great task of training young people to stand for righteousness.  Rev. Louis Baldwin and Rev. Ken Endean preached powerful messages on the importance of remaining true to God’s Word.  Mr. David Barton of Wallbuilders spoke to our strong religious heritage, and Dr. Keith Wiebe, AACS President, reminded the attendees of the biblical principles that require our involvement in the civic arena to protect our religious liberties.

A congressional briefing held in the U.S. Capitol gave the attendees the opportunity to hear from several congressmen on the issues of education and religious liberty.  Speakers at the briefing included Rep. Tom Tancredo (R-CO), Rep. “Buck” McKeon (R-CA), Rep. Tim Walberg (R-MI), Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-TX), Rep. Phil Gingery (R-GA), and Rep. Dan Souder (R-IN).  All spoke passionately about their desire to preserve the religious heritage of our country and to protect opportunities for Christian schools while providing school choice.

This conference also gave the AACS an opportunity to honor Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN) with the American Freedom Award at the annual banquet for her strong stand for righteous principles.  On acceptance of the award, she gave a powerful speech on the importance of following our “First Principles,” which include our faith and the family. In addition, AACS honored Mr. Jack Klenk from the Department of Education for his friendship to AACS and his work in protecting private education.

An unforgettable highlight was the White House briefing that concluded the conference.  We were honored to have President Bush stop by to speak to the AACS attendees.  He shared with the group his commitment to preserve the principles this country was founded upon, and he spoke of his passion to live according to principle without compromise. We were grateful for the opportunity to express our gratitude to the President for his strong leadership and commitment to his faith.

We praise the Lord for a successful conference and for the many great leaders who took the time to speak to our attendees.

“Stand For Marriage” Fights With Prayer, Support, and Your Help: They will not stop fighting. They are soldiers. Their adversary, the devil, “walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” Calling to remembrance Genesis 1:27 and Genesis 2:20-24, “Stand for Marriage,” a committee supporting the efforts to ban “same-sex marriage,” is naming this Sunday, September 21, the “Stand for Marriage” Sunday. 
The purpose of “Stand for Marriage” Sunday is to provide believers in California, Arizona, and Florida with information and prayer support as they stand for traditional marriage. Citizens in these three states will have the opportunity to vote for state constitutional amendments that define marriage as between a man and a woman on election day, November 4, 2008.  

But the call to participate is not limited to only three states. “Stand for Marriage” is asking churches, parishes, and synagogues nationwide to recognize the conflicts for the family and for religious liberty that arise with the legalization of same-sex marriage. Religious citizens are called to “Remember, Repent, and Reclaim” the traditional form of marriage. 
 “Our nation is in need of a great movement of God’s Spirit.  Our culture is in need of God-honoring values.  None of this will happen without God.  God has given us the guidelines for all of these things to happen,” writes “Stand for Marriage,” while citing 2 Chronicles 7:13-14:  “If . . . my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

Videos, church materials, research, and resources are available online and can be accessed by clicking Here.
Republicans Encourage the “Do-Nothing Congress” to Pursue That Talent: The crowd shouted, “Do Nothing!” Citizens waved the postered-phrases “Energy Independence” and “Drill Now!” Passionate speakers enlivened the “American Energy Freedom Day” rally Wednesday with hope. Hosted by Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX), the rally featured more than a dozen distinguished speakers. 
The fourteen day countdown has already started for an expiration of the current Congressional moratorium on offshore drilling on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). Eighty-five percent of American waters are off-limits for America to drill, including the majority of the Pacific, Atlantic, and eastern Mexican gulf coasts. In July, President George W. Bush eliminated any executive office restrictions on drilling making Congress the sole cap on America’s personal oil supply. Republican senators, congressmen, and others representing thousands encouraged the democrat congress to just do nothing concerning energy and allow the bans to discontinue. 

“We call on Speaker Pelosi to play to her strength and do nothing,” said Rep. Tom Price (R-GA) passionately. “Just do nothing,” continued Rep. John Shadegg (R-AZ). “This shouldn’t be hard for the current Congress—they’ve done nothing for the last few years!”

Speakers proclaimed that not only will the elimination of bans on offshore drilling multiply the oil supply, but it will also cut taxes. “By doing nothing, you can allow drilling and cut taxes,” said Pete Sepp, the Vice President for Policy and Communications at the National Taxpayers Union. He added, “Go home! Tax payers need the money!”

“It is time we invest in the future,” said Minority Whip Rep. Roy Blunt (R-MO). “We need to use our own resources to make us competitive in the world.” Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) continued, “We are moving toward energy independence. We know the American people are standing with us and we are standing with them.” Rep. Price questioned, “Why is it that we are 70% dependent on foreign oil?” And former Colorado Congressman Bob Shaffer said, “This is America. We know how to do the jobs ourselves. Allowing the moratorium to go away is really the best we can do for the American people.”
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