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Massachusetts’ Governor Opens Gate for All Homosexuals Desiring to be Married: Governor Deval Patrick of Massachusetts repealed the 1913 law that prohibited marriage in the state of Massachusetts if it was not recognized in the couple’s state or residence. This is what closed the doors on non-Massachusetts citizens from having gay “marriages” in Massachusetts. 
Opponents of gay marriage said that Massachusetts would be the “Las Vegas of gay marriage” if the rule was appealed. Those for the repeal said that it would spark an economic boom within the state because of all the homosexuals coming to the state to get married. This repeal sets Massachusetts on the same grounds as California—the only other state to legalize gay marriage without a residency requirement. 

ACTION:  Support traditional marriage between a man and a woman by contributing to the efforts for state constitutional marriage amendments in California (www.protectmarriage.com), Arizona (www.azformarriage.com), and Florida (www.yes2marriage.org).  
Philadelphia Court Restrains the Fine on CBS’ Superbowl Striptease: Last week the 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia ruled that the Federal Communication Commission’s (FCC) fine on CBS for airing Janet Jackson’s striptease was not legitimate because it was not “pervasive as to amount to ‘shock treatment’ for the audience.”

“It is utterly incomprehensible that a court would decide that exposing Janet Jackson live on network television to 90 million viewers worldwide was not offensive. The court claims this notorious act was not ‘pervasive as to amount to “shock treatment” for the audience’ but the wardrobe malfunction was clearly intended to shock the worldwide audience. It incited unprecedented outrage and immediate phone calls and e-mails from viewers to the FCC,” said Wendy Wright, the President of Concerned Women for America (CWA). 

The Court’s decision directly contradicts the will of the thousands who called the FCC complaining about the showing. “Once again, a three-judge panel has hijacked the will of the American people—not to mention the intent of the Congress acting on behalf of the public interest—when it comes to indecent content on the public airwaves.  While we are not surprised that the legal venue hand-picked by CBS would rule in favor of the network, the court’s opinion goes beyond judicial activism; it borders on judicial stupidity,” said Tim Winter, the president of the Parent’s Television Council. He continued, “If a striptease during the Super Bowl in front of 90 million people—including millions of children—doesn’t fit the parameters of broadcast indecency, then what does?  If the Court thinks that the event wasn’t shocking enough, even though it was the single largest news story for weeks when the nation was at war, then what is shocking enough?” 
 

Winter challenges us as citizens to take a stand. “By saying that the FCC still retains its power to regulate the public airwaves, this court shows that its ruling was merely to second-guess the FCC’s decision to fine CBS.  The Third Circuit Court is wrong, and we urge the FCC to appeal this case to the U.S. Supreme Court.  We urge the public to speak up on this matter by contacting their congressional representatives and the White House too. We need to tell Congress what needs to get done.” 
Pro-family groups are encouraging those who are outraged by this decision to contact their Congressmen.  Senator Rockefeller (D-WV) introduced S.#1780, the “Protecting Children from Indecent Programming Act,” which would require the FCC “to maintain a policy that a single word or image may be considered indecent.” This bill would also authorize the FCC to continue enforcing this policy through regulations and fines for those who do not comply.

ACTION:  Contact your Senators and urge them to support S.#1780, the “Protecting Children from Indecency Programming Act.”  

Colorado Christian University Is Granted The Gift of Scholarships: The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that a Christian university in Colorado can receive state scholarship money stating that students shouldn’t have to “choose between their religious beliefs and receiving a governmental benefit.” The president of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities, Paul Corts, said, “[Students] attending institutions such as CCU who take their faith-based commitment seriously should have an equal opportunity to participate in Colorado's financial aid program.” 

The Colorado Christian University (CCU) has already taken advantage of this new ruling. “I am thankful for the outcome— this is a great victory not only for our students but also the First and Fourteenth amendments,” said Bill Armstrong, the CCU president. 

In its decision, the 10th Circuit Court recognized the Supreme Court decision for the state of Washington that prohibited a student from using a publically funded scholarship to pursue a theology degree. However, the court decided that that ruling did not apply to a Christian institution receiving public money. “The First Amendment does not permit government officials to sit as judges of the indoctrination quotient of theology classes,” wrote Judge Michael McConnell.

Critics say that the ruling is not appropriate because it involves tax money. “The bottom line is that taxpayers will now end up having to pay for religious indoctrination," said Barry Lynn, the executive director of the group Americans United for Separation of Church and State. He also added that the law was “a sensible judgment by Colorado that some colleges are so religious that they cannot expect taxpayers to support them.” 
Some Justice Is Served for Our Dead Babies: Abortionist Is Not Let Off the Hook: Abortionist George Tiller, accused of performing late abortions for depressed mothers, has not been let off the hook. Tiller presented “constitutional challenges” to the post-viability abortion ban that which prohibits late-term abortions without a second unaffiliated doctor’s concurring opinion. District Court Judge Clark V. Owens released a 35-page opinion presenting the ban’s constitutional legitimacy Monday. As a result, Tiller’s attempt to free himself from the 19 criminal charges of killing 19 viable babies failed. Instead, he has to serve 19 years in prison.
Troy Newman of Operation Rescue stated, “We have just one thing to say to Tiller today and that is, ‘See you in court!’” He continued, “Today’s ruling by Judge Owens vindicates our efforts to bring Tiller to justice. All along, we knew that it wasn’t the law that was faulty, but it was Tiller’s interpretation of the law that was faulty. This gives us a glimmer of hope that we could eventually see some shred of justice.”
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