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Washington, DC
July 3, 2008
President Bush Encourages the Work of the Faithful:  President Bush gave a moving address last Thursday at the White House National Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Conference on “Innovations in Effective Compassion.”  He administered heart-felt thanks for all those who dedicate their lives to help others in need. Passionately, he said, “I love being with members of the armies of compassion, foot soldiers in helping make America a more hopeful place. Every day you mend broken hearts with love. You mend broken lives with hope. And you mend broken communities with countless acts of extraordinary kindness.”
The Faith-Based Initiative was the President's first executive order when he took office as President in 2000.  Its purpose was to partner faith-based and community organizations with government grants in ministering to the needs in society. Through helping addicts, criminals, children of criminals, the homeless, veterans, disadvantaged students, Katrina victims, and many more, the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives has used its compassion to reach those the government could not reach without their help. President Bush said, “Groups like yours have harnessed a power that no government bureaucracy can match.” 
According to a report by Camille Q. Solberg of Fox News, the efforts of the initiative have successfully “enabled 200,000 Americans to move from addiction toward recovery, matched nearly 90,000 children of prisoners with caring mentors, helped reduce chronic homelessness across the U.S. by nearly 12 percent in one year and delivered compassionate care to 6.3 million impacted by HIV/AIDS worldwide.  Thirty-five governors and more than 70 mayors have instituted their own faith-based and community initiatives to complement the office at 11 federal agencies.”   
President Bush recognized that even though the government could not monetarily support religious activities, it can promote the individual activities that help society at large. “Government should never fund the teaching of faith, but it should support the good works of the faithful,” said the President.

He went on to say, “This approach was compassionate because it was rooted in a timeless truth: that we ought to love our neighbors as we'd like to be loved ourselves. . . . Bureaucracies can put money in people's hands, but they cannot put hope in a person's heart.”
Arizona Senators Place Marriage Amendment on Ballot: Miraculously, Arizona state senators voted Friday to allow the marriage amendment banning gay marriage to appear on the fall ballot. Cathi Herrod, the president of the Center for Arizona Policy, said, “This is a good day for the people of Arizona. The people of Arizona will be able to decide the definition of marriage rather than the courts or the politicians.”

Initially, a Thursday vote on the marriage amendment failed in the Arizona Senate because several Republican senators missed the vote.  However, under Senate Rules, a senator from the prevailing side can move to have a vote reconsidered.  In a brilliant move, Sen. Linda Gray, a strong supporter of the marriage amendment, voted against the measure on Thursday so she could move to have it reconsidered before the legislature adjourned. 

After an intense debate on Friday, Senate president Tim Bee cast the 16th vote deciding that the amendment to define marriage as between a man and a woman would be the only measure to go to the ballot after months of discussion.  Conservative activists rejoiced that having the amendment on the ballot would allow citizens to vote on its passage this fall. 
This makes Arizona the third state to place a marriage amendment on the ballot in November.  Voters in Florida and California will also have the opportunity to protect the sanctity of marriage in their states through a vote for a state constitutional marriage amendment.

ACTION:  Please urge those you know in Arizona, California, and Florida to support the marriage amendment in their states.

A Good Day for the House:  On Wednesday, June 25, two bills which would have greatly aided and expanded the gambling industry were defeated in the U.S House of Representatives.  

With a vote of 298-121, the House of Representatives voted down legislation that would have allowed for two Indian casinos to be built in Michigan.  The legislation was introduced to settle a land claim for two Michigan Indian tribes, yet this land claim had already been rejected in both the state and federal courts because the Indian tribes had failed to demonstrate valid ties to the land.   In addition, the legislation would have allowed for off-reservation gaming through the building of two Indian casinos 350 miles from the reservations.    

Also on Wednesday, the House Financial Services Committee defeated a bill introduced by Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA) that would have overturned the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act (UIGEA) which was signed into law last year.  The law (UIGEA) enables the Treasury Department to work in conjunction with the Justice Department to more effectively identify companies that are operating illegal internet gambling enterprises off-shore, and to stop their financial transactions.  Rep. Frank’s bill would have reversed the implementation of the regulations established by UIGEA.

The defeat of Rep. Frank’s bill was considered by conservative groups to be not just a policy victory, but a moral victory.  In both cases on Wednesday, those opposing the legislation cited the harmful effects that gambling has on individuals, families, and society as a whole.  

Happy Independence Day:  President Bush issued the following statement in celebration of Independence Day, July 4, 2008:  
 
I send greetings to all Americans on Independence Day.  
 
More than two centuries ago, bold and courageous visionaries pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor in signing the Declaration of Independence.  Guided by ancient and eternal truths, our forefathers proclaimed to the world that liberty was the natural right of all mankind and in doing so began one of the greatest chapters in human history.  On the fourth of July, our country commemorates the great achievements of these heroes and reaffirms its unwavering confidence in the power of freedom.  
 
It was the desire for freedom that inspired our founding fathers, and it is the belief in the universality of freedom that guides our nation.  On this occasion, we pay special tribute to the men and women of our Armed Forces, both past and present, who have answered freedom's call and defended the values that make America the greatest country on earth.
 
May God bless America.
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