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School Choice Is Good: D.C. Scholarship Study Reveals Positive Effects: The  U.S. Department of Education's Institute of Educational Sciences (IES) recently released the “Evaluation of the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program: Impacts After Two Years,” which shows the value of school choice to students, families, and society in the District. 

 

The U.S. Secretary of Education, Margaret Spellings, praised the program, saying, “The D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program is a lifeline of hope and opportunity for these low-income students who are striving for a better future for themselves and their families. The academic gains indicated in the report show that students have chosen to work hard, and their families have chosen to make the commitment to support them in their new schools.” 

 

Families who participate in the program are below 185 percent of the poverty line. Each family receives $7500 per child to apply toward tuition, fees, and transportation to a private elementary or secondary school of their choice. The effects are significant. Eighty-eight percent of the D.C. Scholarship students were two to four months advanced in their reading, and eighty-three percent were advanced in math. These statistics are progressively improving. Parents are also more involved in their children’s education and children are more excited about learning. 

 

Spellings continues, “While it reflects the reality that this program is still in its early stages, this report also tells me that no one in a position of responsibility can sever this lifeline right now and leave these kids adrift in schools that are not measuring up—not when they have chosen to create a better future for themselves.”

 

The report focuses on the areas of “school differences, academic achievement, parental perceptions of school satisfaction and safety, student reports of school satisfaction and safety.” To view the report in full, Click Here.

 

Trouble in California: Tuesday marked a record high in California for the number of marriage licenses issued in one day; June 17 was the first day that same-sex couples were allowed to legally “marry.” According to a report in the LA Times, "more than 2,700 marriage licenses were issued on June 17. An average June day's count is about 480." 

 

Those who are fighting this action continue their efforts to pass a state constitutional amendment in November, which would ban “gay marriage” in California. Steve Labins, Executive Director of California’s Golden State Association of Christian Schools, states, “The arguments have been stated and restated, but the bottom line is always the same: Logic leads us to conclude that same-sex marriage is physiologically unscientific, emotionally unnatural, historically deadly, and biblically incongruous . . . California's direction is frightful and restrictive, not enlightened or tolerant. The electorate must not allow an oppressive minority to force the majority to promote a lifestyle proven to be consistent with declining societies.”

 

On the federal level, two constitutional amendments have been introduced that would define marriage between one man and one woman. In February of 2007, Rep. Dan Lungren (R-CA) introduced H. J. Res. 22, an amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which defines marriage as between one man and one woman, and also addresses activists courts by stating “No court of the United States of any state shall have jurisdiction to determine whether … the legal incidents of marriage be conferred upon any union other than a legal union between one man and one woman.”

 

In addition, Rep. Paul Broun (R-GA) introduced the "Marriage Protection Amendment" (H. J. Res. 89) on May 22, 2008. This amendment is identical to the Marriage Protection Amendment that was introduced in the last Congress. Both amendments are an effort to gain support in the U.S. House of Representatives for the sanctity of marriage and to express their concern over the judicial activism in California which has legalized “gay marriage.” 

 

In a poignant article “Redefining Revolution,” Maggie Gallagher, President of the National Organization for Marriage, wrote “What is at stake in the California marriage debate now taking place? The meaning of marriage, the idea of judicial restraint, and the official harassment and repression (by our own government) of traditional religious faiths.”

 

Christianity Honored in America Through House Bill: Representative James Forbes (R-VA) submitted a bill to declare the first week in May as “American Religious History Week.” The purpose of this bill (H. Res. 888) is to affirm “the rich spiritual and religious history of our Nation's founding and subsequent history and expressing support…for the appreciation of and education on America's history of religious faith.”

 

The bill has met some opposition in moving through committee in the House of Representatives, with charges that it was too long and that there were too many Christian references in the bill. However, in an effort to highlight the message of this resolution, several Representatives called a “Special Order” on the floor of the House of Representative on Tuesday evening, July 17, and spoke to the rich Christian heritage with which God has blessed America and emphasized the importance of passing this resolution.

 

The resolution sites numerous historical sources for its support including former Presidents, monuments, and speeches. Among the quotations is a statement by President Woodrow Wilson who declared, “America was born to exemplify that devotion to the elements of righteousness which are derived from the revelations of Holy Scripture,” and another by President Franklin D. Roosevelt who declared, “If we will not prepare to give all that we have and all that we are to preserve Christian civilization in our land, we shall go to destruction.” President Harry S. Truman told a tour group in Washington, DC, “You will see, as you make your rounds, that this Nation was established by men who believed in God. . . .You will see the evidence of this deep religious faith on every hand.” President Dwight D. Eisenhower stated, “Without God there could be no American form of government, nor an American way of life. Recognition of the Supreme Being is the first, the most basic, expression of Americanism. Thus, the founding fathers of America saw it, and thus with God's help, it will continue to be.”

 

The bill concludes with the following statement: Now, be it resolved, that the United States House of Representatives – 
 
1.                          Affirms the rich spiritual and diverse religious history of our Nation's founding and subsequent history, including up to the current day; 
 

2.                          Recognizes that the religious foundations of faith on which America was built are critical underpinnings of our Nation's most valuable institutions and form the inseparable foundation for America's representative processes, legal systems, and societal structures; 
 

3.                          Rejects, in the strongest possible terms, any effort to remove, obscure, or purposely omit such history from our Nation's public buildings and educational resources; and 
 

4.                          Expresses support for designation of an `American Religious History Week' every year for the appreciation of and education on America's history of religious faith.
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