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Washington, DC
June 13, 2008
The Life of Conception Act Would Save Millions of Babies: Babies have the right to live according to Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS) who introduced “The Life Conception Act” Wednesday. This bill states that life begins with conception. If life begins at conception, then the unborn are considered people by the 14th Amendment of the Constitution. 

This bill (number not assigned as of date) declares that its purpose is to provide protection for every human being--born or not. The bill further states, “To implement equal protection under the 14th article of amendment to the Constitution for the right to life of each born and pre-born human person.”
Defining life as beginning with conception challenges Roe vs. Wade, the United States Supreme Court decision to allow the abortion of a human fetus. Senator Wicker states, “This legislation declares what most Americans believe and what science has long known – human life begins at conception.” The Senator further states, “Rather than attempting to amend the Constitution, this legislation addresses the question of when life begins, something the Supreme Court left unresolved in its Roe v. Wade decision.”  

The Roe vs. Wade catastrophic court decision left the door open for a future re-evaluation granted that the definition for life changed. It states, “If this suggestion of personhood is established, the appellant’s case [i.e., “Roe”], of course, collapses, for the fetus’ right to life is then guaranteed specifically by the [14th] Amendment.”
Washington D.C Scholarship Program Braces Itself for Potential Hurricane: The Washington D.C. Scholarship Program, which provides almost 2,000 students with money to pay for private school tuition, is approaching a storm in the Democratic Congress. 

Democrats oppose the program because it takes money that applicants would normally use in public schools and places it into the hands of the students’ parents to put towards the private school of their choice. “We have to protect the children, who are the truly innocent victims here,” said Democrat Representative Eleanor Norton of Washington D.C. “But I can tell you that the Democratic Congress is not about to extend this program.” 

Others say that the program is needed and beneficial. Joseph E. Robert, Jr., chairman of the Washington Scholarship Fund's (WSF) Board of Directors, said, “The increasing popularity of this program is a clear indication of how much these families need the opportunity to select the academic environment that best suits their children.”
The purpose of the program is to help the quality of the District of Columbia’s education. Maudine R. Cooper, president and CEO of The Greater Washington Urban League, a partner of the WSF, states, “The D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program is an integral piece in our effort to improve and reform education for all D.C. students, whether they attend public, charter or private schools. We are proud to support WSF and this visionary program, which offers low-income families the promise of a better education for their children.”
A better education would help to better the students according to Robert, “If you give parents a choice, they will seek out the schools that give their children the best chance of excelling, graduating and eventually furthering their educations in college.”
Private School Enrollment Shifts Over the Years: The National Center for Education Statistics published a study May 29th, The Condition of Education, showing an increase in religious and private school enrollment from 1989 to 2005 of 4.8 million to 5.1 million in the K-12. There was a decrease of a 1.3 percent of those enrolled in private schools. 

The study listed the percentage of students enrolled in private schools according to region. In 2005 enrollment in the Northeast accounted for 13 percent of the region’s total K-12 enrollment. These students made up 23.8 percent of those enrolled in private schools nationwide. The Southern region had a percentage of 8.3 of those enrolled in the region, but a nationwide percentage of 32.2, making it the region with the greatest percentage of students enrolled in private schools. The West was not that far off with a regional percentage of 7.7, but there was a significant difference nationally with their 19.7 percent. The Midwest had a 10.3 regional percentage and a 24.4 national percentage.   

The Roman Catholic schools were noted to have the greatest portion of the private school student enrollment. However, this percentage decreased from 54.5 percent in 1989 to a 44.4 percent in 2005 while other Christian schools increased enrollment from a 10.9 percent to a 16.3 percent within the same time frame. The Nonsectarian schools also increased their enrollment from 13.2 to 18.3 percent.
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