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Washington, DC
March 28, 2008

An Opportunity to Make Things Right: The California Court of Appeals has agreed to rehear the recent home schooling case, Rachel L., in which the court found home schooling by non-state credentialed parents in California a crime.  By agreeing to revisit this decision, the court has vacated its previous decision. 

Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) filed the successful petition for reconsideration. Gary McCaleb, ADF Senior Counsel, believes that the decision is really about parental rights. “Parents have a fundamental right to make educational choices for their children. Because this ruling impacts all Californians, we believe the case deserves a second look. We look forward to presenting this case for rehearing,” stated McCaleb.

Brad Dacus of Pacific Justice (PJI), the group that originally argued the case and is representing Sunland Christian School (the home school cooperative at issue), is pleased by the decision, saying, “We are hopeful that the fundamental rights of these parents, our clients Sunland Christian School, and that the tens of thousands of home schooling families in California will be honored. Home schooling parents should be treated as heroes—not hunted down or harassed by their own government.” 

Increasing Flexibility:  According to Stephen Sawchuk, writing in Education Daily, Education Secretary Margaret Spellings has indicated that she will not approve any programs that would affect the accountability provisions in No Child Left Behind’s two choice programs—free tutoring and voluntary transfers for students in failing schools.
The choice protection is indicated by the application criteria found in a new accountability pilot program for NCLB.  This recently announced pilot program will give certain states the freedom to employ different methods of intervention (i.e. “choice”) in schools that are struggling—depending on how many of their students fail to meet annual testing targets.

The program requires significant overhaul of procedures in school improvement systems, but already some are seeing this as a positive and necessary change. Richard Long, executive director of the National Association of State Title I Directors, contends, “This isn’t one weekend’s worth of changing a few regulations, but I think states are going to take a real serious look at the criteria, because they’ve wanted to have this kind of flexibility.”
Georgia, South Carolina, Minnesota, New Mexico, and Illinois have all stated publicly that they want to apply the differentiated accountability system.
Not Stopping for a Minute: Transgendered activists are preparing for a major lobbying endeavor in April designed to encourage lawmakers to include “gender identity and expression” in the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) which is currently in the U.S. Senate. A gender identity provision was removed from the bill that passed the House of Representatives last fall. The current bill only addresses workplace discrimination based on sexual-orientation. 

In preparation for their lobbying, the National Center for Transgender Equality will be having “lobby training” sessions and policy briefings in Washington, D.C. on April 14. The following day, the activists will meet members of Congress and their staff to urge them to support workplace protections for transgendered people. Afterwards, the group then plans to hold a rally outside the U.S. Capitol.

Peter LaBarbera of the group Americans for Truth About Homosexuality, told Jim Brown of OneNewsNow.com, that he doesn’t believe that “you can watch this movement without just having such pity on these poor men and women who are so gender-confused. It just makes my heart grieve. I think Christians everywhere need to reach out to these people and tell them that the body that God gave them is what God intended to give them.”
LaBarbera thinks that transgendered activists are trying to encourage Congressional action on their behalf by eliciting Congressional sympathy for the troubles they face because of their condition. However, LaBarbera does not think they will be successful because Congress will consider that “the effects on a business…of calling gender confusion a ‘civil right’ is all sorts of new regulations heaped on businesses. You have the necessity of building separate bathroom facilities because you’ve got men who are claiming that they are women.”

Good Governance in Nebraska: After months of debate, Nebraska’s unicameral legislature was expected to pass a compromise bill on cloning research. However, Nebraska Governor Dave Heineman (R) signed into law LB 606, a ban on state funding for research that destroys human embryos.  The bill also provides half-a-million dollars in matching funds for ethical research that does not destroy human embryos and that would actually help patients now.

Although the bill does allow research to continue on existing embryonic stem cell lines to continue, pro-life activists are pleased to finally have a cloning ban in place that protects Nebraska taxpayers from funding morally reprehensible research.  
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