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Washington, DC
March 20, 2008

“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: . . . Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.”
—Romans 6:4-5, 9

Testing Battle in Tennessee:  The Tennessee House Special Initiatives Subcommittee voted “no” to H.B. 2795 on Wednesday afternoon, March 19, thus stopping Rep. G. A. Hardaway’s (D-Memphis) attempt to compel non-public and home-school students in grades 9-12 to take annual end-of-the-year criterion-referenced tests in all high school subjects.
The caption to H.B. 2795 reads, “Extends public school testing requirement to students in non-public schools.” The proposed legislation would have affected all schools that are members of the Tennessee Association of Christian Schools (TACS) since TACS high school students would have been forced to take the following: 

(1) “subject matter tests to measure performance of high school students in subjects designated by the state board of education and approved by the education oversight committee; and [the]” 
(2) “Tennessee Comprehensive assessment program tests.”

Since tests drive all curriculums, TACS schools (as well as all non-public and home-schools) would have been forced to adjust their curriculums to meet the state’s testing requirement. The resounding defeat of H.B. 2795 puts an end to another attempt by a Tennessee legislator to force mandatory testing upon all non-public school students. 
Reforming Education in Louisiana: Recently elected Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal is determined to take on the educational establishment in Louisiana. Working in conjunction with the Governor’s education goals, the Louisiana State Legislature recently passed a tax-deduction bill (SB5) that would provide a $300 tax-deduction for home school teachers and public school teachers in the purchase of textbooks, teaching materials, uniforms, etc. 

This session, the State House will consider another tax-deduction bill (HB7) that would benefit private school teachers as well as public school and home school teachers. The legislation authorizes a tax-deduction for elementary and secondary tuition and certain educational expenses for home-schooling children, as well as for other elementary and secondary school expenses.  

Marriage Amendment Updates: Although there is no federal marriage amendment effort in the U.S. Congress this session, much is happening in a number of states to further the goal of protecting traditional marriage in America:
· Arizona: Arizonans are attempting to push the marriage amendment through the state legislature so it can be placed on the ballot. The state legislative leadership has temporarily halted its process in order to concentrate on passing a budget.  People in Arizona are encouraged to call their state legislators and urge them to move the amendment.
· California: The National Organization for Marriage is attempting to collect 1.1 million signatures by April 1, 2008. The group has obtained 700,000 so far. For petitions go to: www.protectmarriage.com.

· Florida:  Due to a massive grassroots campaign, marriage advocates were able to collect enough signatures to get an amendment on the 2008 ballot.  
· Pennsylvania: A marriage amendment (SB 1250) passed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee on Wednesday, March 18, 2008, and is now in the Senate Appropriations Committee before going to the full Senate for a vote.  Following a Senate vote, the bill will go the House.  To make it on the ballot, the bill needs to be voted pass out of the House by June 30, 2008.  For more information, go to www.pa4marriage.org. 
Suffering for Doing the Right Thing: Librarian Brenda Biesterfeld lost her position at Lindsay Library after reporting a man for accessing child pornography on a library computer. When Biesterfeld discovered 39-year-old Donny Chrisler downloading child pornography in the library, she informed her supervisor, Judi Hill, about the incident and expected her supervisor to call the police. Instead, Hill instructed Biesterfeld to issue the man a warning. Biesterfeld then contacted the police herself.
A few days after the first incident, Chrisler returned to the library and continued accessing the child pornography. Biesterfeld called the police again, and they came and arrested him at the library. The police later discovered more of the same pornographic material at his home.

When the police confiscated the library’s computer, Supervisor Hill objected to the police involvement and accused them of intruding in an internal library matter. The police responded that they were required to be involved because federal law had been involved. Although the police refused to respond to Hill’s demands to know who reported the incident, Biesterfeld was fired two days later. 

Mat Staver, founder of Liberty Counsel, argues that Biesterfeld should not have been fired for doing what should be the automatic response of anyone who encounters someone engaging in such heinous behavior. “You simply don’t ignore child pornography when it’s being viewed on the Internet. It’s illegal both on the state and federal level[s]. You don’t allow taxpayer dollars to fund that kind of illegal criminal activity,” Staver contends.
  
According to Staver, “We are asking for this library to retract its position, to rehire Mrs. Biesterfeld, to give a written apology for this situation, and to pass a policy that is very clear that the library staff have a duty to report this kind of activity when they view it in the library system.” 
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