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Washington, DC
February 8, 2008

A Faithful Fight for Academic Freedom: Over two years ago, the Calvary Chapel Christian Schools of Murrieta, California, in conjunction with the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI), brought suit against the University of California (UC) for discriminating against their students who applied to the UC system. This Valentine’s Day the school will get its day in court. Both the ACSI attorneys and the attorneys for the UC regents will appear before a federal judge on the 14th of February. As an indication of the unusual nature of the case, the attorneys for the plaintiffs are not seeking damages by the UC regents.

The basis of the suit is a recently adopted policy by the University’s academic board. The board decided to review the coursework at the private schools of student applicants to determine if the coursework met the system’s admissions standards. However, academics were not the only criteria; the board also determined whether the textbooks the students used were sufficiently broad and secular. 

The board rejected several textbooks, including an A Beka Books literature book, a Bob Jones University Press (BJUP) history textbook, and a BJUP physics book. Critics of the UC policy contend the complaints had nothing to do with academics and everything to do with ideology. 

Although the UC board would not outright refuse to recognize the students, any students accepted from schools using these textbooks or similar would be accepted only on a provisional basis. Usually the provisional basis is reserved for special students—GED holders, older students, and non-English speakers. 
Update—Florida4Marriage:  Last Friday night, the Florida State Division of Elections Director notified John Stemberger, State Chairman of the Florida4Marriage.org campaign, that the campaign had achieved the needed signatures and that the Marriage Protection Amendment was officially certified for the November 4, 2008 ballot. The campaign obtained a total of 649,346 petitions certified. They needed 611,009 by law. 

Stemberger said, "We are grateful to God first, and to our supporters second, for this amazing victory. What our people did was simply remarkable. They collected 92,000 petitions in about 13 days. That is about 7,000 petitions per day. No paid petition collectors could ever match the force of this effort. This is real proof for grassroots momentum for marriage as the union of one man and one woman in Florida." 

The original deadline for submitting the petitions was January 31, 2007. Florida4Marriage.org met this deadline with 611,000 signatures, but the Florida Division of Elections audited the signatures and discounted 30,000 of the petitions rendering the petition effort 22,000 signatures short. Apparently the deficiency was because 27,000 petitions were counted twice in Miami Dade County. Sternberger believes the first unsuccessful attempt was a blessing in disguise because “It better organized us, galvanized our infrastructure, and created more awareness by Floridians about what the amendment is really all about." 

"Children need a mom and a dad. It is just that simple. When you create a same sex marriage, you are simultaneously creating a same sex family. Same sex marriages subject children to a vast, untested, social experiment. Homosexual marriage proponents must take the position that there is no inherent value or importance to human femininity and human masculinity when it comes to the socialization of children. Dad and mom's are optional. This is the assumption of their position." 

Stemberger concludes, "I just wish there was some way I could meet each of the hundreds of thousands of supporters across this state who have worked so hard and personally thank them. The people have spoken -- twice now -- and they will speak again on November 4, 2008. We will now proceed with our campaign plan to overcome the final and most serious hurdle -- 60% popular vote passage of the amendment."

Losing Ground in Winning Elections: According to a recent survey conducted by the Barna Group, the broad coalition of Evangelicals no longer favors the Republican Party. Evangelicals have constituted the most reliable Republican constituency of the last two decades. For the purposes of the survey, Evangelicals are those who self-identify as born-again Christians.

The new study results suggest that if the election were today, 40% of those surveyed said they would vote Democratic, in contrast with the 29% who plan to vote Republican, and the 28% still uncertain. George Barna, the president of the Barna Group, believes the results of the research demonstrate that the Republican nominee is going to have a difficult time in the general election. 

Barna contends, “Given the large percentage of undecided voters, it is possible that the Republican candidate might eventually win a majority of the born-again vote. However, it will not be easy to win them over. Several factors are operating against the Republican’s prospects in this election, related to both social issues and the personal integrity of several of the candidates.”

The Barna study also differentiated between types of Evangelicals for sections of the survey.  The group considered “values voters” are the most religious and the most conservative of those interviewed. Yet, they were actually slightly less inclined (27%) to vote for the Republican presidential nominee than other Evangelicals.

Barna feels the political shift reflects an ideological shift. “Today we have a greater proportion of faith-driven voters who are concerned about issues that are not often thought of as ‘liberal’ social policy concerns such poverty and health care. Abortion and family protection remain significant issues to the faith constituency, but they are not the only issues that matter to the group-or even driving issues. Relying upon traditional stereotypes of born-again or Evangelical voters will not serve candidates well this year."
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