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Washington, DC
February 29, 2008

Abstinence Day on the Hill: The Heritage Foundation, the National Abstinence Education Association (NAEA), and the Family Research Council hosted the Fifth Annual Abstinence Day on the Hill. Abstinence educators and student participants from around the country journeyed to Washington to meet with Congressmen and their staff, to highlight the successes of abstinence–only programs and to encourage further funding of these programs.

At a luncheon attended by more than a hundred people, Congresswoman Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) and Congressman Mike McIntyre (D-NC) emphasized to the audience that abstinence education is more than just telling kids “to just say no”; it is about teaching kids they are special and that promiscuity is damaging to their health, their dreams, and their futures.

In recognition of Abstinence Education Day, Congressman Lee Terry (R-NE) and Congressman McIntyre issued a bi-partisan Dear Colleague letter in which they asked Congress to support increasing the funding for Community Based Abstinence Education (CBAE). Senator Sam Brownback (R-KS) has circulated the letter in the U.S. Senate. 

Pro-Life Victories in Congress:  Tuesday, the U.S. Senate passed the “Vitter  Amendment,” an amendment to the Indian Health Improvement Act, which codified a policy against the federal funding of abortion with funds used for Indian Health Services (IHS).  

Federal funding of abortions was restricted in 1976 by the passage of the Hyde Amendment to the Department of Health and Human Services appropriations bill.  However, this amendment did not apply to IHS because it was funded by a different department (Department of Interior).  The Vitter amendment, which passed 52-42, closes this loophole, and thereby closes one more door allowing the federal funding of abortion.    

Also on the pro-life front, the U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee passed by voice vote the reauthorization of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).  Originally established in 2004, PEPFAR has been considered to be one of the President’s most successful programs for reducing the number of AIDS cases in Africa.  The program was up for reauthorization this year, and the new draft contained many changes that pro-life groups found alarming. The new draft with its changes was renamed the U.S. Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Reauthorization Act of 2008.

After late–night negotiations, the bill passed out of committee on Wednesday without the damaging changes authored by House Democrats to strengthen contraception plans and weaken abstinence programs in Africa.  Specifically, the bill will not provide funding for reproductive health or family planning clinics that offer abortion services. In addition, the bill established a presumption that half of all STD prevention funding must go to abstinence–based programs and meet “balanced funding” requirements. If less than fifty percent of the funding in the PEPFAR program goes to abstinence-based methods, then a report must be made to Congress within thirty days to offer a justification for not abiding by the policy. Furthermore, the most recent version of the bill restores the anti-prostitution pledge, and requires organizations partially or wholly funded by the U.S. government to affirm opposition to prostitution and sex-trafficking. 

Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN) commended the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Committee for “finding a way to set aside . . . arguments and reauthorize the program with a significant expansion for federal funding but without having to ask millions of American taxpayers to set aside their deep concern for the use of their tax dollars on the global stage in a way that is consistent with their values.”

The bill now moves to the House floor where it will be voted on by the entire House of Representatives as early as next week.

Picturing America Initiative: This week, President Bush announced a new initiative to improve American students’ knowledge of history by educating children about the important people, places, and events in American history using art and masterpieces that depict such a story. The collection presents the important historical people and events through paintings, sculptures, photography, architecture, and decorative arts.
The initiative will be part of the We the People program established by the White House in 2003 and managed by the National Endowment for the Humanities. According to President Bush, “In just five years, the program has awarded nearly 1,400 grants to projects that preserve historical sites, documents, and artifacts—and train future historians.”

Specifically, schools and community libraries can apply between now and April 15, 2008, to receive a collection of 40 reproductions of famous works of art depicting American history. All schools, including private, religious, and home school consortia are eligible to apply. 
To apply, go to www.picturingAmerica.neh.gov.

William F. Buckley, Jr., In Memoriam:  William F. Buckley, Jr., passed away Wednesday at his home in Stamford, Connecticut, at the age of 82. Many conservatives consider Mr. Buckley to be the father of the modern conservative movement.

Mr. Buckley, a Yale graduate, began a writing career in 1950 with the publication of God and Man at Yale, a provocative denunciation of the liberal primacy of the intellectual classes. He rejected the policies of the New Deal and used his writings to declare war on atheism and the socialist leanings of the chattering classes.

Mr. Buckley founded the conservative magazine National Review in 1955. George F. Will wrote in the National Review in 1980 that “All great biblical stories begin with Genesis. And before there was Ronald Reagan, there was Barry Goldwater, and before there was Barry Goldwater, there was National Review, and before there was National Review, there was Bill Buckley with a spark in his mind, and the spark in 1980 has become a conflagration.”
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