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Washington, DC
February 15, 2008

Acknowledging Religious History: Congressman Randy Forbes (R-VA) introduced House Resolution 888 (H.Res. 888) which would declare the first week of May to be proclaimed by the U.S. House of Representatives as “American Religious History Week.” Acknowledging the vital role that religious peoples have played in American history, the purpose of the resolution is to "affirm the rich spiritual and religious history of our Nation's founding and subsequent history."

The text of the bill includes pages of examples where religious faith played a central role to the American experience.  Among the reasons given are the following:

Whereas religious faith was not only important in official American life during the periods of discovery, exploration, colonization, and growth but has also been acknowledged and incorporated into all 3 branches of American Federal government from their very beginning; 

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United States affirmed this self-evident fact in a unanimous ruling declaring `This is a religious people ... From the discovery of this continent to the present hour, there is a single voice making this affirmation'; 

Whereas throughout the American Founding, Congress frequently appropriated money for missionaries and for religious instruction, a practice that Congress repeated for decades after the passage of the Constitution and the First Amendment; 

The bill concludes that:

Resolved, That the United States House of Representatives----

(1) affirms the rich spiritual and diverse religious history of our Nation's founding and subsequent history, including up to the current day;

(2) recognizes that the religious foundations of faith on which America was built are critical underpinnings of our Nation's most valuable institutions and form the inseparable foundation for America's representative processes, legal systems, and societal structures;

(3) rejects, in the strongest possible terms, any effort to remove, obscure, or purposely omit such history from our Nation's public buildings and educational resources; and

(4) expresses support for designation of a `American Religious History Week' every year for the appreciation of and education on America's history of religious faith.
The office of Rep. Forbes contacted the American Association of Christian Schools regarding this legislation, and encouraged the AACS to pass on the following information to their schools.  To view the document and the sources for the examples listed, Click Here.

ACTION:  Contact your Representative and urge him/her to support H.Res. 888.  Contact information can be obtained at www.house.gov. 

Discovering ADHD: A recently released study suggests that children diagnosed as having Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) may simply mature physically at a slower rate than children who do not suffer from ADHD. The study published by the National Academy of Sciences examined the brains of children with ADHD and determined that nearly 80 percent of the children grew out of the disorder.

The researchers used a new image-analysis technique which measured the cortex of 223 children. The scientists concluded from the study that the “cortex sites in children with the disorder reached peak thickness three years later, on average, than those in children without the disorder.”

“There has been debate about whether ADHD is a delay or deviance from normal brain development,” Dr. Philip Shaw, the author of the study, told the Los Angeles Times. “This study comes down strongly in favor of delay.”

Although the scientists have not yet discovered what exactly causes the delay, psychologists acknowledge that many of the symptoms associated with ADHD such as inattention and lack of self-control may be the product of poor parenting.

Even the American Academy of Pediatrics acknowledges on its Web site, “It is not clear whether more children have ADHD or more children are being diagnosed.”

On the Pro-Life Front: Recently, Congress has had several battles over several larger legislation packages that threaten the lives of the unborn in America. The U. S House of Representatives has been in great contention over the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). The program received funding from Congress in 2004 and has been considered to be one of the President’s most successful programs at reducing the number of AIDS cases in Africa.  The renewal of funding for the program was up this year, but Republican and Democrat lawmakers are at odds over a new section inserted into the bill that would allow for funds to go to groups which perform abortions.

Outraged pro-life advocates believe the section of the bill is an attempt to corrupt a good bill. Proponents of the original program believe its success lies not in pushing contraception but in advocating abstinence programs successfully in Africa. 

Also on the pro-life front, Senator David Vitter (R-LA) has introduced an amendment to S. 1200, the Indian health care reauthorization bill, which, according to The National Right to Life Committee, “would codify a long-standing policy against funding of abortions with federal Indian Health Service (IHS) funds (except to save the life of the mother, or in cases of rape or incest).”
Federal funding of abortion, for programs such as Medicaid, was restricted in 1976, by the passage and enactment of the Hyde Amendment to the annual Department of Health and Human Services appropriations bill. But because the IHS is funded separately through the Department of Interior, the U.S. Government continued to fund abortions in clinics serving American Indians on reservations overseen by the Department of Interior. 

The Vitter Amendment will successfully close the loophole and effectively serve as a Hyde amendment to close one more door allowing the federal funding of abortion.
Protecting Marriage in Arizona: Pro-family advocates in Arizona are working to pass a bill banning same-sex marriage. This represents their second attempt in two years. In 2006, the state marriage protection amendment was narrowly defeated in the state House thereby making Arizona the first state in the nation to reject a marriage amendment.

This week, Republican state legislators have introduced legislation in both the House and Senate, HCR 2065 and SCR 1038. These new bills will give legislators who voted against the measure a new opportunity to consider a marriage amendment that proponents say is better constructed than the 2006 version. 

Two years ago, gay activists used the language of the old amendment to argue that the amendment would jeopardize the domestic partnerships of heterosexual couples.  The new version clearly states, “Only a union between one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as marriage in this state.” 
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