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Washington, DC
February 1, 2008

State of the Union: Last Monday night, President Bush delivered his final State of the Union address to Congress, touching on numerous topics of importance, in particular the Iraq war and the current state of the economy. President Bush also addressed the reauthorization of No Child Left Behind and the state of American education.

The President bemoaned the loss of private, religious schools in America’s inner cities and announced an education summit this spring to discuss ideas to save these schools.

The President also applauded the D.C. Opportunity Scholarships program, which Congress approved for helping more than 2,600 poor students in inner city D.C. to attend private or religious schools. In conjunction with his comments about the scholarship program, he also announced a new grant program, Pell Grants for Kids, a $300 million program that will function in a similar way to college Pell grants, but instead will be directed to elementary and secondary students “trapped in failing public schools.”

For more information on the President's educational initiatives, Click Here.
 
After the Speech: Tuesday, The President traveled to Baltimore, MD where he spoke to members of the Jericho Program, a faith-based prisoner re-entry program. The programs, operated by the Episcopal Community Services of Maryland, focuses on helping former prisoners acclimate to their new freedom, overcome addictions, and obtain employment.

President Bush underscored the role that faith played in his own experience in overcoming addiction saying, “Addiction is hard to overcome. As you might remember, I drank too much at one time in my life. I understand faith-based programs. I understand that sometimes you can find this inspiration from a higher power to solve an addiction problem.”

The President also talked about his desire to level the playing field for faith-based ministries: “When I came into office, the nation’s traditions of religious freedom and equal opportunity were facing unnecessary obstacles. Throughout America, religious and community groups were providing effective assistance to people in need, but there was a great reluctance on the part of the federal government to help them.” 

President Bush went on to explain that the antipathy of government toward faith-based programs was the motivating factor behind the creation of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.

Defining Decency: Last year, Congress passed a bill permitting an increase in fines for the use of obscenities on television. This year, Senator Rockefeller (D-WV) introduced S. 1780, "Protecting Children from Indecent Programming," which would require the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to enforce its regulations on broadcasting indecent programming and to maintain a policy that a single word or image can be considered indecent. Current regulations state that television and radio stations can avoid the fines if the single image is “fleeting.”

Although S. 1780 was placed on the Senate calendar, the bill has yet to be posted a date for a vote.  Pro-family activists are encouraging the Senate to keep S. 1780, “Protecting Children from Indecent Programming” from languishing in the Commerce Committee.

Although not all in the FCC are friendly to the legislation, FCC Chairman Kevin Martin is very supportive of the bill and wants to see it move swiftly and successfully through the Congress.

Concerned Women for America and The Parents Television Council are hosting a call-in day on Tuesday, February 5. 

ACTION:  Please call your Senators on Tuesday, February 5, and ask them to urge Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and Minority Leader McConnell (R-KY) to bring this bill to the floor for a vote.  Contact information can be obtained at www.senate.gov.

Florida4Marriage:  Yesterday was the deadline for submitting petitions to place the Florida Marriage Protection Amendment on the state ballot in November. The final boxes of petitions were received this past Wednesday and were submitted by overnight mail and hand delivery yesterday to the 67 County Supervisors of Elections offices. The supervisors have three business days after the primary election before the legal ballot certification deadline. The deadline is February 1, 2008.

Orlando attorney, John Stemberger, the head of the Florida4Marriage.org campaign states, “On behalf of the more than three-quarters of a million voters who have signed their marriage petitions, I want to publicly thank each Supervisor of Elections for their hard work. We ask them now to do whatever it takes to process the outstanding petitions and avoid disenfranchising tens of thousands of voters in their counties.”

The campaign estimates that they received almost three times the number of petitions necessary for certification. “They were pouring in almost faster than we could process them,” said Stemberger. He continued, “We are at the mercy of the professionalism of these public officials who are in a real sense the guardians of democracy. We pray they will do their job with all due diligence.” 

The original deadline for submitting the petitions was January 31, 2007. Florida4Marriage.org met this deadline with 611,000 signatures, but the Florida Division of Elections audited the signatures and discounted 30,000 of the petitions rendering the petition effort 22,000 signatures short. Apparently the deficiency was because 27,000 petitions were counted twice in Miami Dade County.
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