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The Principal Student and the Young Child: The “Community Advocates for Young Learners” (CAYL) in Cambridge, Massachusetts, has as its vision a “nation where the right to high quality early education and care is imbedded in public policy and professional practice.”  Their approach is to instruct the instructors by offering a year-long program for elementary school education leaders to learn how to better education their pre-school students. The President of CAYL, Valerie Washington, said that there is a huge need for this type of training. “These principals need support. Very few principals have been trained in early childhood,” said Ms. Washington.  

CAYL also provides a summer of pure pre-K philosophy and instruction.  Suzanne Federspiel, the principal of the Kenny Elementary School in Boston, described the educational philosophy given. She said, “We talked a lot about the importance of coming from the bottom up, in contrast to the academic side of the higher grades. There is tremendous pressure for our first graders to be reading. You have to find a balance.”  After the summer, the CAYL instructors come to the schools and coach the leaders on how to organize their classrooms and better reach the children.  

Only principals from Massachusetts have participated in the year-long program because of the length, but each year there are about ten to fifteen principals.  There is a three-day seminar provided as well which principals nation-wide attend. The organization will hold a national conference next summer in Cambridge.

President-elect Barak Obama has indicated that a large part of his education plan will include more programs and increased funding for early childhood education.  Specifically, his “Zero to Five Plan” will “provide critical support to young children and their parents. . . . The Obama-Biden plan places key emphasis at early care and education for infants, which is essential for children to be ready to enter kindergarten.” (To view full description, Click Here.)

However, not all scholars agree with those who place heavy emphasis on providing universal pre-k for all children.  Researchers Darcy Olsen and Lisa Snell, in their report titled Assessing Proposals for Preschools and Kindergarten:  Essential Information for Parents, Taxpayers, and Policymakers, write that there is “strong evidence that widespread adoption of preschool and full-day kindergarten is unlikely to improve student achievement.”  They also point out that “for nearly 50 year, local, state, and federal governments and diverse private sources have spent billions of dollars funding early education programs. Many early interventions have had meaningful short-term effects on grade-level retention and special education placement.  However, the effects of early interventions routinely disappear after children leave the programs.”  To read their entire report, Click Here. 

The State of Marriage:  With the recent November election, the state of New York seems poised to be the first state to pass legislation that would legalize “same-sex marriage.”  For the first time since the 1930’s, the Democrats control both legislative houses in New York, and the governorship.  While campaigning, Democratic leaders promised to bring up legislation which would legalize “same-sex marriage” should they win control of the state senate, and this promise garnered them large contributions to their campaigns.
However, since the election, a battle has ensued over the senate leadership position.  After intense negotiations, an agreement was reached Thursday which named current Minority Leader Malcolm Smith as the next President Pro Tempore, and Senator-elect Pedro Espada, Jr. as the next Senate Majority Leader.  Full details of the points of agreement that were reached have not yet been disclosed. However, State Senator Ruben Diaz, an ordained minister and key player in the negotiations, “held out his opposition to legalizing gay marriage in New York as one of his terms for supporting Smith,” according to an article in the Buffalo News.  When asked about this issue in an interview after the agreement had been made, he stated, “I’m very confident that it will not happen.”
Only two states (MA and CT) have legalized “same-sex marriage,” and this was done by a court decision, not a piece of legislation. The California Supreme Court also ruled that “same-sex marriage” was legal last May, but the decision was overruled when the voters in California adopted a state constitutional marriage amendment on November 4, 2008. To date, 30 states have adopted constitutional amendments defining marriage as between one man and one woman.  

It’s Right Above, But Wrong Below: Today the U.S. Capitol Building stands tall, reaching up to the heavens with a beautiful white dome. According to the adornments, all the glory goes to God. Corridors are marked to recognize God for His goodness. The dome is ornamented with vivid paintings of historic Christian moments including the baptism of Pocahantos and the Pilgrims praying. The House chamber unashamedly displays our nation's motto, “In God We Trust” in gold letters. However, the Capitol Visitor Center (CVC) that opened on December 2nd, does not make the same proclamations.

“The Capitol Visitor Center is designed to tell the history and purpose of our nation’s Capitol, but it fails to appropriately honor our religious heritage that has been critical to America’s success. You cannot accurately tell the history of America or its Capitol by ignoring the religious heritage of our Founders and the generations since who relied on their faith for strength and guidance,” said Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC). He went on to say, “The current CVC displays are left-leaning and in some cases distort our true history.”

Reaching down 70 feet below the Capitol, this new addition leaves out a lot of the historical Christian influence on America. “In God We Trust” is replaced with “E. Pluribus Unum,” a Latin phrase meaning “from many, one” as the nation’s motto.  History concerning the largest, 19th century District of Columbia church that met in the House chamber, is not there. Upon entering the Center, one encounters the prominent display of the quotation, “We have built no temple but the Capitol. We consult no common oracle but the Constitution.” Senator DeMint said, “This is a clear departure from acknowledging that Americans’ rights ‘are endowed by their Creator’ and stem from ‘a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence.’ This is an intentional misrepresentation of our nation’s real history, and an offensive refusal to honor America’s God-given blessings.”
Four years before he laid the first cornerstone to the Capitol Building on September 18, 1793, George Washington declared in his first inaugural address, “It would be peculiarly improper to omit in this first official Act, my fervent supplications to that Almighty Being who rules over the Universe, who presides in the Councils of Nations, and whose providential aids can supply every human defect, that his benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the People of the United States, a Government instituted by themselves for these essential purposes: and may enable every instrument employed in its administration to execute with success, the functions allotted to his charge.”
“The fundamental principles of the freedom we enjoy in this country stem from our Founding Fathers’ beliefs in a higher power, beliefs put forth in the Declaration of Independence and manifest throughout our Constitution,” said Senator DeMint. “If we cease to acknowledge this fact, we may cease to enjoy some of the freedoms we take for granted. We must not censor historical references to God for the sake of political correctness. And we must truthfully represent the limited form of government the Constitution lays out so that our ‘government of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from the earth.’ So help us God.”
The five acres that the CVC covers exceeds the footprint of the Capitol Building and includes an Emancipation Hall, two Orientation Theaters, a Dining Facility, and two gift shops. The Emancipation Hall provides building information, ticket desks, and the view of the Capitol Dome through skylights. The Exhibition Hall features various historical exhibits that relate the story of Congress and the Capitol. The two Orientation Theaters present an informational film in preparation for visitors’ tour. 
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