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Knowledge will forever govern ignorance; and a people who mean to be their own governors must arm 
themselves with the power which knowledge gives.  

James Madison  

 

 

Department of Education Launches Regional Centers 

Recently, the Department of Education announced plans to award 52 million dollars to establish 23 

regional educational centers around the country. The stated purpose of the centers is to assist local and 

state education officials as they seek to implement and establish programs under the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA). The twenty three educational centers will consist of fifteen training 

and technical expertise centers and seven content centers devoted to “research based information tools.” 

Education Secretary Arne Duncan opined that these centers will help close the achievement gap 

separating the lowest performing schools from other schools. Grantees must submit five-year plans that 

outline how the grant funding will be used to elevate student outcomes.  

 

Federal Agency Overrides Religious College Autonomy 

At a hearing on September 12, the House Education and the Workforce Committee addressed 

allegations that the controversial National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) is forcing Catholic colleges to 

allow faculty to vote on unionization. Despite decades of legal precedence and Supreme Court rulings, 

the NLRB maintained during the hearing that they had the authority to interfere in the internal 

governance of religious colleges they deem insufficiently religious. Witnesses at the hearing testified 

that the NLRB has constructed an arbitrary “substantial religious character” test to determine whether 

universities are religious enough to qualify for the standard religious exemption. Critics point to recent 

Supreme Court decisions such as the unanimous Hosanna Tabor ruling which explicitly states that the 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and other federal agencies have no jurisdiction in church 

hiring and firing decisions. In the opinion, the justices maintain that the federal government is in no 

position to decide cases based on doctrinal issues and theological beliefs in relation to claims brought by 

disgruntled employees. During the hearing, Rep. Robert Andrews drew the ire of many religious groups 

when he dismissed the importance of holding a hearing about religious liberty in light of other more 

pressing issues such as the economy and compared the proceeding to “Nero fiddling while Rome 

burned.” Rep. Virginia Foxx, subcommittee chairman, countered, “We are not fiddling while Rome 

burns. We are looking at the issues, at threats to our Constitution that have been established by this 

Administration, and in fact we probably should do a lot more, particularly with threats to our First 

Amendment. If we can erode our constitutional values, if we can erode our God-given rights, then 

anything can be taken away from us.” Later a staffer issued the following clarification, “All of his 

comments were intended to point out that unemployment and the economy is our nation’s biggest 

challenge.” Last week, Duquesne University was forced to allow a unionization vote, and a majority of 

the faculty voted to form a union. Patrick Reilly, president of the Cardinal Newman Society, contends 

that there is a disturbing trend of federal agencies such as the Department of Health and Human Services 

and now the NLRB defining which religious groups are religious enough to qualify for exemptions from 

http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-awards-52-million-grants-23-comprehensive-centers-advance-r
http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=307454
http://blog.cardinalnewmansociety.org/2012/09/13/congressman-outrageously-compares-religious-liberty-hearing-to-nero-fiddling-while-rome-burns/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/oct/2/hhs-bible-publisher-not-religious-employer/


government mandates. Several Catholic universities are exploring legal remedies to halt the erosion of 

their First Amendment rights by this agency. 

 

SAT Reading Scores Lowest in 40 Years  

The class of 2012 had an average score of 486 out of 800 on the reading portion of the SAT test. 

Newspapers across the nation noted that dismal number is the lowest in 40 years. Students generally 

scored lower on the writing portion as well. While some have blamed the test’s methodology, others 

have pointed to factors such as the increase in participants and the percentage (¼) of test takers for 

whom English is not their first language.  Scores for Christian school seniors were significantly higher 

than scores of their public school counterparts. Public school students averaged 481 in writing, 491 in 

reading, and 505 in math, while comparable scores for students in faith-based schools were 529, 531, 

and 534. 

 

Parental Rights Under Attack in California 

Parental rights advocates were monitoring several troubling bills being considered by California 

Governor Jerry Brown. Governor Brown had until September 30 to sign or veto several pieces of 

legislation that erode the God given right of parents to determine what is best for their children. 

Governor Brown signed Senate Bill 1172 which prohibits counselors from offering minors help with 

unwanted same-sex attraction. Licensed therapists testified that this bill will not allow them to help 

sexually abused children who may experience a whole range of issues as a result of their ordeals. The 

bill’s sponsor, Sen. Ted Lieu, has stated that “The attack on parental rights is exactly the whole point of 

the bill because we don’t want to let parents harm their children.” The bill explicitly states that parents 

who do not support their child’s homosexual inclinations can cause “serious” health risks. Governor 

Brown did veto Senate Bill 1476 which would have allowed judges to determine whether it was in the 

best interest of the child to list three or more parents on birth certificates.  

 

Supreme Court Opens New Term 

On Monday, the Supreme Court began what court watchers believe will be a controversial fall term. 

Pundits predict that last term’s blockbuster decision on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

(Obamacare) may be eclipsed by several high profile cases now before the Court. The New York Times 

identified “equality” as the theme of the current session. The Court has been asked to review several 

cases related to special preferences for minorities in college admissions, voter identification measures, 

and the constitutionality of prohibitions on same-sex marriage. Appeals related to the federal Defense of 

Marriage Act and California Proposition 8 case are expected to be decided this term. In an encouraging 

move, the Justices ordered a lower court to revisit Liberty University’s challenge to the healthcare law. 

Lawyers for the university maintain that the June decision failed to address the constitutionality of the 

individual mandate, employer insurance mandate, and taxpayer funding of abortion which violates the 

Free Exercise clause. Observers are watching the dynamics among the justices themselves after Chief 

Justice John Roberts sided with the liberal wing of the court in the healthcare decision. To read a 

comprehensive review of the Court’s potential actions, click here.  

 

In Case You Missed It: 

 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch  

 

HHS: Bible Publisher ‘Not a Religious Employer’ 

 

Delaware Becomes First State to Outlaw Corporal Punishment  
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