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Sanctity of Life Celebrated:  This week on Capitol Hill, the pro-life group Teen Pact held a press conference in which they urged Congress to pass the Sanctity of Human Life bill.  Freshmen Congressman Paul Broun (R-GA), a medical doctor, introduced the bill which states that life begins at fertilization, and the unborn have the constitutionally protected right to life. The bill has 39 cosponsors, including Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ), the co-chair of the House Pro-Life Caucus.

The students in Teen Pact have come to Washington, D.C., from around the country in preparation for next week’s annual March for Life. The Teen Pact press conference had students from twenty states represented. Jason Bowman, a student who plans to become a medical doctor, noted, “In addition to the moral aspects of the pro-life debate, I really can't help but notice the huge scientific support for life at conception.” 

Bowman continued, “There’s really no way, if you look at the scientific evidence, to dispute the fact that those embryos are alive and well in the mother’s womb from conception onwards.  That's [the] message that I’d like to get out: science supports the pro-life movement.”
“I realize that over a third of my generation—approximately 30 million children—have been aborted since Roe v. Wade [was ruled on by the Supreme Court] back in the 70s. That really is amazing to consider; that's more than we’ve lost in every single major U.S. war combined. Thirty-million of my co-workers, my fellow men are gone,” emphasized Bowman. “I think it really has a profound impact when you realize the magnitude of that.”
The March for Life will take place next Tuesday, January 22, on the anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion.  Sunday, January 20, is Sanctity of Life Sunday.  Several pro-life organizations have put together resources for pastors and churches to assist them in emphasizing this important day. 

For information from the Family Research Council, please go to www.watchmentevents.org.  Rick Scarborough of Vision America has also compiled a resource packet, available here:  http://www.abortionessay.com/files/packet.html.
Empowering Tomorrow's Leaders:  Believing that Christian young people have a role to play in the public square, Ned Ryun, president of the Madison Youth Project (MYP),  formed the MYP in an effort to provide resources and training for young people interested in their civic duties.

The mission of MYP is stated as follows:  “To promote conservative ideals, to raise up a generation prepared and positioned to lead tomorrow, and to elect candidates today who share this vision.  We are pro-family, pro-life and pro-growth.”  Built on Judeo-Christian principles, the MYP programs will be directed towards Christian youth who attend private religious schools or who are home schooled.

The opportunities and resources available through the MYP include distance learning courses, student clubs, an annual model congress, and other educational resources available online. This January, the first two distances learning courses will be launched:  
· “The Elements of Freedom” – Taught by Dr. Robert D. Stacey of Regent University, this course will focus on the freedoms that are vital to a strong society and democracy.

· “Founding Fathers and Founding Documents” – Taught by Dr. Erik S. Root of West Liberty State College, this course will focus on the words of our founding fathers and their beliefs about man, nature, God, and government.
If interested in learning more about the MYP or to sign up for these courses, Click Here.

American Christianity?  LifeWay Research has released a new study this week which shows that many “unchurched” Americans are open to discussing religion with people but have negative attitudes toward traditional churches.

LifeWay polled 1,400 adults who said they had not attended a church or religious service in the past six months. Seventy-two percent of these adults said they believed in God, but only 48 percent said that God is how He is described in the Bible. Sixty-one percent believe that the God of Christianity is also the God of Islam, Judaism, and Hinduism.

Ed Stetzer, director of LifeWay Research, was not surprised by the responses and sees them as indicative of the “Oprah-ization” of American Christianity. “And when you start drilling down to further [explain] it’s the ‘God of the Bible' [they’ll say] they believe in God—and that’s that generic, ‘big guy in the sky’ kind of view,” he says. “But when you start talking about [the fact that] there exists only one God, the God described in the Bible, the agree and the disagree [responses] begin to split.”
The people polled were also asked how they perceived the church. Sixty-four percent said Christianity is a “relevant and viable religion for today,” but 79 percent believe Christianity is more about organized religion than about loving God and loving people. 
Seventy-two percent said the church consists of hypocrites, and 86 percent believe they can have a relationship with God without attending church.
Stetzer concludes that many Christians have been effective at talking about their faith with the unbelievers but have perhaps “overplayed the program and underplayed the relationship.”
The study also found that 89 percent of those polled have friends who are Christians, and 78 percent said they would listen to someone who wanted to share what they believed about Christianity.
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