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Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? 
Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me 

liberty, or give me death! 
Patrick Henry 

 

Pennsylvania Approves Scholarship Tax Credits 

On June 30, the Pennsylvania legislature voted to enact the Educational Opportunity Scholarship Tax 

Credit program which will provide increased options for low and middle income students. The program 

was adopted as part of a tax code measure that received broad support. As a result of this program, 

businesses that contribute to a scholarship tuition organization (STO) will qualify for a tax credit of up 

to 90% of their contribution. Annually, the program can award a maximum of $50 million dollars in tax 

credits. Students who live in districts with underperforming or failing schools and whose parental 

income is below specified levels are eligible for the program. Scholarship awards range from a 

maximum of $8,500 per pupil; students with special needs are eligible to receive scholarships worth 

approximately $15,000 dollars. As evidenced by this program, school choice measures are gaining 

popularity across the nation. To view more information about school choice, click here. 

 

Five Additional States Receive NCLB Waivers 

Last week, the Department of Education (DOE) announced that five additional states have been selected 

to receive waivers from the impossibly high proficiency standards in “No Child Left Behind.” The states 

(Arkansas, Missouri, South Dakota, Utah, and Virginia) join 24 other states that were previously granted 

waivers. At least, thirteen states are still awaiting approval of their applications. Former DOE officials 

who now work at the George W. Bush Institute have studied the waiver process and outlined ten main 

concerns with state reform plans. Researchers noted that many plans failed to adequately plan for 

transitional periods, assigned seemingly arbitrary percentages to underperforming schools, eliminated 

tutoring and school choice components, and contained lengthy periods (3-5 years) before schools would 

be reassessed for improvement which would unfairly place some schools at a disadvantage.  

 

Victory for NYC Churches  

After a 17-year legal battle, New York City churches have secured the right to meet in school buildings 

on the same terms as other groups. A federal court issued a permanent injunction that will allow over 60 

churches to continue holding services in schools despite repeated attempts by the New York Board of 

Education to selectively prohibit groups from worshiping. Jordan Lorence, Alliance Defense Fund 

senior counsel, stated, “Churches that have been helping communities for years can continue to offer the 

hope that empty buildings can’t…. The court’s order allows churches and other religious groups to meet 

for worship services in empty school buildings on weekend on the same terms as other groups.” As 

Lorence noted in his arguments, the churches provide beneficial services to the community, as well as 

contribute to the schools (sharing musical equipment, cleaning facilities, renovating classrooms, 

providing tutoring programs, etc.).  

 

Representatives Form Anti-Bullying Caucus  
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Last Thursday, Representative Mike Honda, along with 45 other Members of Congress, launched the 

House Anti-Bullying Caucus. Rep. Honda explained that the caucus would be bipartisan because 

bullying is a non-partisan issue. In a press statement, he noted that stalled legislation—the Elementary 

and Secondary Education (ESEA) , the Student Non-Discrimination Act, and the Safe Schools 

Improvement Act—has affected the ability of Congress to adopt federal anti-bullying standards. In an 

Education Week article, caucus members related the various bullying incidents that led them to join this 

effort. Rep. Judy Chu related the story of a family member who committed suicide as a result of military 

hazing, while Rep. Honda described his family’s time in the Amache Japanese Internment Camp.  

 

AACS Prepares for the 18th Annual Youth Legislative Training Conference 

On July 10-14, the American Association of Christian Schools will be hosting the 18th annual Youth 

Legislative Training Conference (YLTC) in Washington, D.C. Forty-two students from AACS schools 

around the country have been selected to attend the conference. Participants will gain hands-on political 

experience as they engage in activities such as participating in a weeklong mock Senate, attending a 

Congressional briefing, meeting with their Representatives and Senators, touring historical sites, and 

listening to an array of political and policy experts. The week will conclude with a wreath laying 

ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery. At the conclusion of the conference, a video and pictures will 

be posted on the AACS website. Since the AACS Legislative Office will be hosting this event, the 

Washington Flyer newsletter will resume the week after the conference. Please pray that this year’s 

YLTC attendees and chaperones will have a great experience in our nation’s capital. 

Action Item: “Like” our AACS Legislative Office page on facebook and follow us on Twitter for YLTC 

updates (@AACS_DC). 

 

In Case You Missed It: 

 

Weekly Market Update provided by Jeff Beach of the AACS Investment Team at Merrill Lynch 

 

Did Religious Freedom Find a New Ally? 

 

Defending Religious Liberty for All 

 

Students Who Bullied Bus Monitor Get Suspensions 

 

Parental Rights Challenged in Utah 
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