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Controversy in California: This past October, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R-CA) signed SB 777, a significant pro-homosexual education bill, into law. Critics say that it is perhaps the most “devastating” anti-family bill ever passed by the California legislature and signed into law.

The bill requires both public and non-religious private schools to treat homosexuality and heterosexuality “equally.” Under this requirement, teaching students about the benefits of traditional families will be considered discrimination; simple toleration in schools will not be sufficient for a school to be in accordance with the law. 

The passage of the legislation is already having its effect on the children of the Los Angeles Unified School District. Schools in the district are allowing boys to use girls restrooms and vice versa. They are also allowing students to choose which gender they wish to be known as. District supervisors have instructed teachers to refer to students by the appropriate pronoun depending on the chosen gender. Teachers have also been told that they are not to tell the parents about the student’s chosen gender.

A coalition of parents and family activists has decried the law and its impact on California school children. They want to stop the law from going into effect; they are presently in the process of collecting signatures to place a referendum on the November 2008 ballot that would overturn the law. The coalition, Save Our Kids, must collect 434,000 signatures by January 10.

ACTION: Those living in California can click here –  Save Our Kids – for additional information on how to help collect signatures for the petition to fight this dangerous bill.
Hailing the Halt in Oregon: Last Friday, U.S. District Judge Michael Mosman issued a stay blocking Oregon’s recently passed domestic partnership law for homosexuals that was to go into effect next week. Mosman justified his decision by contending that opponents to the law should have an opportunity to make their case to their fellow Oregonians. 
The ruling came as a surprise to both opponents and proponents of the law. Homosexual activists had planned to show up at county offices across Oregon on Wednesday to register their partnerships so they can obtain the benefits of the domestic partnership law.  Mosman’s decision placed at least a temporary halt to the plans of these homosexual couples. 
On February 1, 2008, Mosman will hear a lawsuit brought by opponents to the domestic partnership law who are challenging the methods the county clerks used to verify the legitimacy of the thousands of signatures they needed to place the measure that will overturn the law on the ballot. Family activists gathered thousands of signatures over the 55, 179 signatures required to meet the ballot requirements; however, the opponents claim they fell 96 short.
According to Judge Mosman, attorneys for the opponents adequately demonstrated that the rights of voters may have been violated if their signatures were wrongly rejected. The Judge’s unexpected decision has no effect on another recent Oregon law banning discrimination against homosexuals in the areas of work, housing, and presence in public places. The laws in tandem represent the largest advance for homosexual activists in Oregon state history. Oregon is now one of 10 states with similar domestic partnership laws.  
Presidential Follow-Through:  A few years ago, the U.S. Mint made the decision to move the phrase “In God We Trust” to the edge of the $1 coin. The officials from the U.S. Mint claimed at the time that their decision would actually draw attention to the motto. However, critics of the decision, like the Family Research Council (FRC) disagreed with the decision. FRC pointed out on its website that removing “In God We Trust” “off the face of our coins was just one step toward removing it altogether.”

In 2005, Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS) sponsored a bill to restore the motto to prominence on the front or back of the coin. Last Wednesday, President Bush signed Brownback’s most recently introduced version into law as part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008. 
FRC has used the opportunity to thank the President but also to encourage him to “turn his attention to how those dollars are spent.” This week, FRC, along with dozens of other pro-life organizations, sent a letter to the White House asking the Administration to  reverse the regulations from the Clinton-era, which allow Title X family planning funds to be used by abortion providers such as Planned Parenthood. Both Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush prohibited Title X recipients from providing family planning services and abortion services in conjunction. Sadly, current law allows abortion clinics to share the same waiting rooms, staff, and utilities with their affiliated Title X family planning clinics. 
FRC concludes its comments on its website with a plea for President Bush to “make the necessary changes to the Title X regulations and stop our hard-earned tax-dollars from promoting and facilitating abortion.”
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