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Washington, DC
April 4, 2008

Power Speaking Truth: Thursday, Rep. Howard P. “Buck” McKeon (R-CA), the senior Republican on the U.S. House Education and Labor Committee, introduced a resolution in support of parental rights in education, which includes the rights of parents to home school their children.  The resolution currently has the support of nearly three dozen Members of Congress and is in response to the California 2nd District Court of Appeals decision (In re Rachel L) that found home schooling parents who lack state-credentialing are violating California law. 

“The right of parents to direct the upbringing and education of their children is fundamental,” said Rep. McKeon. “At a time when we are asking parents to get more involved in their children’s education, the court’s decision offers a stark contrast in which parental involvement is stifled. As a Californian, a parent, and a grandparent, I was outraged at the decision handed down earlier this year that called that right into question.” 

 
The resolution specifically “commends the Court of Appeals for the Second Appellate District in Los Angeles, California, for allowing a rehearing in this matter and calls upon the court to uphold the United States Supreme Court’s opinion that parents have a fundamental and constitutional right to direct the upbringing and education of their children.”

Seeing a Survey from the Inside:  Yesterday, the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) released a new report entitled Characteristics of Private Schools in the United States: Results From the 2005-2006 Private School Universe Survey. The survey was conducted by the U.S. Department of Commerce and the Bureau of Census. 

Below are some of the statistics among the survey findings:

· In the fall of 2005, there were 28,996 private elementary and secondary schools with 5,057,520 students in the United States.
· The average private school in 2005-2006 had 174 students across all private schools, with elementary schools averaging 152 students and secondary schools averaging 294 students.
· More than three-quarters (76.1 percent) of private schools have a religious orientation.
· 1,821 private schools report having a special emphasis on providing instruction using Montessori teaching methods.
· Almost five percent of all private schools in 2005-2006 were single gender schools.
· Ninety-eight percent (98.3) of 12th graders enrolled in private schools around October 1, 2004 graduated in the 2004-05 school year.

· Private school enrollment grew more slowly than public school enrollment from 1985 to 2007, rising 11 percent from 5.6 million to 6.2 million. As a result, the percentage of students enrolled in private schools declined from 12.4 percent in 1985 to 11.0 percent in 2007.

· The number of full-time equivalent private school teachers in 2007 was estimated at 0.5 million and 76 percent of private school teachers were female.
· 68.7 percent of private elementary and secondary school students in 2003 had parents who volunteered at school.

Educational Coin Toss: According to a report released this week by the EPE Research Center and the America Promise Alliance, America’s major urban centers will only graduate 1 of 2 students. In certain areas, such as Baltimore, the graduation rate falls to 34.6 percent. For the population as a whole, the rate is 3 out of 10 students who graduate from high school. 

The authors of the study stated that “Our analysis finds that graduating from high school in America’s largest cities amounts, essentially, to a coin toss. Only about one-half (52 percent) of students in the principal school systems of the 50 largest cities complete high school with a diploma.” 
Using data from 2003-2004, the report said that the national graduation average for public school students is 69.9 percent, with the best success in the suburbs where the graduation rate is 74.9 percent and rural districts where the rate is 73.2 percent. Detroit, Michigan, had one of the lowest graduation rates of 24.9 percent. Only five of the principal school districts of the nation exceeded the national average. 
Dan Lips, education policy analyst at the Heritage Foundation believes the report highlights “the systematic failure in America’s city school systems largely because of a lack of choice in competition. In many cities, these students don’t have an opportunity to choose which school they go to. Instead they are assigned to schools where teacher quality is lacking and the schools are often violent and dangerous.” 
Lips contends that “Everyone who’s concerned about the state of the performance of our nation’s schools should support the idea that parents should be able to choose a safe and effective school for their children. That’s the quickest way we can address this problem, one child at a time, to ensure that kids get into quality schools.”
Rightly Understanding Youth: A recent survey of young Americans suggests that the portrayal of young American values in the media is not entirely accurate. The study, conducted by J. Walter Thompson, the nation’s largest advertising agency, found some surprising results:  young Americans have considerable respect for America’s “national institutions, traditions, and family values.” 

The agency surveyed those between the ages of 21 and 29, a group often referred to as “millennials.”  The Washington Times reported Sunday that the survey found 94 percent of millennials respect monogamy and parenthood and 84 percent revere marriage, the survey found 88 percent said they respect the U.S. Constitution, 84 percent respect the military, and more than three-quarters believe in the “American dream.”
“We were completely surprised. There has been a faulty portrayal of millennials by the media—television, films, news, blogs, everything. These people are not the self-coddled slackers they’re made out to be, Misnomers and myths about them are all over the place,” said Ann Mack, who managed the survey and is the official “director of trend-spotting” at J. Walter Thompson.
The survey of 1,250 adults was conducted online throughout January. No margin of error was reported.
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