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Washington, DC

December 19, 2008
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:

And the government shall be upon his shoulder:

And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”

—Isaiah 9:6
Believe There’s Nothing to Believe In: He was born and placed in a trough. Surrounded by dirt and smelly animals, our Savior came to free us from the bondage of sin so we could experience the joy of an eternal relationship with God. This principal event in our past, present, and future history is depicted in wooden nativities around the nation.

One such nativity was placed in the state capitol building in Olympia, Washington. But it was not alone. Right next to it, “The Freedom From Religion Foundation” placed a white placard stating, “Religion is but myth and superstition that hardens hearts and enslaves minds.” It also stated, “There is only our natural world.”  

Dan Barker, the foundation’s co-president, said, “Our members want equal time. Not to muscle, not to coerce, but just to have a place at the table.” The mission for attention was accomplished. The State Capitol has received about 200 calls of complaint per hour from across the nation as of December 4th. 

Bill O’Reilly encouraged his viewers on FOX News to call Governor Gregoire who approved the sign and express their opposition.  Reilly stated, “Washington State is ground zero for just about every nutty secular cause on Earth. She [Gov. Gregoire] is a weak and confused leader who allows a fanatical group parody in Christmas displays. I mean how crazy is this?”

Governor Gregoire and State Attorney General Rob McKenna released a joint statement referencing the First Amendment and stating, “Once government admits one religious display or viewpoint onto public property, it may not discriminate against the content of other displays, including the viewpoints of non-believers.”

The placard is temporary. The original metal plate, which has a much longer message on the front and the phrase “Keep State /Church Separate” on the back, has been misplaced through a shipping error.  

One of the two hundred calls per hour came from Jim Vogeler of Sammamish, Washington, who said, “It’s going to have some lasting and big repercussions across this country and people are going to say, ‘this is enough.’”

“Congratulations. Read the Law Suit”: Rebecca Fay could not understand beyond a beginning kindergartener’s math level and a first grade reading level in the Arizona public school system. Weston and Montgomery Phipps were both mute, unable to read and write, and couldn’t be controlled. Hope for improvement was slim, until the Arizona Scholarships for Pupil with Disabilities allowed them to attend Father’s Heart Christian School.

It worked. In one year, Rebecca achieved a sixth grade understanding of math, science, and reading, and the Phipps’ boys were able to write, speak, and sit quietly.

The children’s achievements were awarded with lawsuits by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) that questioned the legality of voucher programs.

In the vouchers’ defense, the Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) and Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe filed a brief with the Arizona Supreme Court that was heard on Tuesday. Raymond Mullady, an Orrick attorney, said, “The two voucher programs at issue are not unconstitutional. Any tuition that goes to a religious school is thought the choice of the parent and for the benefit of the child. It is not ‘state support’ of that school.”

ADF Legal Counsel Jeremy Tedesco went on to say, “Special needs students at Christian schools shouldn’t be penalized for their beliefs. In its mission to eliminate any trace of religion from the public square, the ACLU will even attempt to keep disabled students from receiving the best possible education.”

The ACLU’s main argument was that if the state provides funds that go to a Christian school, the state is supporting the Christian school. To counter this, the ADF and Orrick brief stated, “All the voucher program funds used at the school go entirely to the children, for teachers, classrooms, materials, books, and special assistive technology.  The school does not pay its administrative staff, who work as volunteers. The Arizona voucher programs for children with special needs and foster children do not directly aid private or religious schools, thus they do not violate Arizona’s religion clauses.”

Pro-Life Victory—Conscience Protection for Healthcare Professionals: “Physicians report being forced out of medical positions, residents report loss of training privileges, and students report discrimination in medical school admissions,” said Dr. David Stevens, CEO of the Christian Medical Association, when explaining the importance of the new regulations released Thursday by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
The regulations come as a result of the Bush administration’s efforts to protect healthcare professional who wish to decline providing services such as abortion because doing so would violate their conscience or religious beliefs. The regulations specify that federal funds will not be given to any entity that discriminates against healthcare providers based on their decision to act according to their personal religious beliefs in the services they will or will not provide. 
Dr. Stevens further explains, “Over the past 35 years, Congress has passed civil rights laws to protect healthcare professional from such discrimination, and today those laws are finally being implanted.  We commend [HHS] Secretary Leavitt for implementing the law, for protecting First Amendment freedoms, and for upholding the interests of patients who value and are protected by life-affirming standards of medical ethics.”

HHS Secretary Micheal Leavitt stated, “Doctors and other healthcare providers should not be forced to choose between good professional standing and violating their conscience.  This rule protects the right of medical providers to care for their patients in accord with their conscience.”

Dr. Stevens also commented, “By protecting physicians and other healthcare professionals who still adhere to the Hippocratic Oath, the Judeo Christian Scriptures and other objective standards of medical ethics, this regulation serves to protect patients who want access to conscientious and compassionate care from life-affirming physicians. These objective standards have for millennia formed the foundation of patient care and protection, and this regulation insures that physicians and others won’t be run out of the profession for upholding those standards.”
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