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Washington, DC

October 10, 2008

Faith-based Education Gets the Presidential Nod:  Recognizing the important work of faith-based schools in inner cities, the White House has recently released a report titled “Preserving a Critical National Asset:  America’s Disadvantaged Students and the Crisis in Faith-based Urban Schools.”

The 176-page report examines the causes behind the decline of faith-based schools in inner cities, and discusses solutions that could help these schools survive.  According to the National Center for Education Statistics, between the school years of 1999-2000 and 2005-2006 approximately 1200 inner-city faith based schools closed their doors, leaving an estimated 425,000 students without the benefits that come from a faith-based education.  

The report states that the “disappearance of these schools is having a tragic impact on many of our most disadvantaged families.  For many urban parents, the moral grounding, community ethic, safe and structured environment, and academic rigor of faith-based schools are invaluable to their children.  These qualities are especially prized because of the unfortunate alternatives many of these children and families face.”

The underlying problem for these schools is a “chronic lack of resources,” according to findings in the report.  As most faith-based schools are not recipients of federal funds, these schools faced insurmountable financial challenges.  The White House report offers a large section on solutions to this problem including philanthropic endeavors, opportunities for higher educational institutions, and public policy options for state and local governments.

In addition, educational organizations which provide models and support for inner-city faith based schools were referenced.  Included was the National Association of Street Schools (NASS) which “has its roots in a single Christian school located in Denver, Colorado.”  The NASS currently has approximately 50 members and offers an “information clearinghouse” for their member schools.

Also in the report is an appendix which includes the remarks from speakers at the White House Summit on Inner-City Children and Faith-Based Schools which took place last April.  During the conference, President Bush passionately spoke to the great service of inner-city faith based schools.  “We have an interest in the health of these institutions . . . these centers of excellence.  It’s in the country’s best interest to get beyond the debate of public-private, to recognize this is a critical national asset that provides a critical part of our nation’s fabric.”

To access the report, Click Here.
California's Sunshine Casts A Shadow On Traditional Marriage: It is three weeks till votes are cast on the future of California's constitution concerning same-sex marriage. The amendment being voted on, Proposition 8, states that "only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California." An Exclusive Action News Poll conducted by SurveyUSA revealed Monday that 47% of California adults were certain to vote "yes" for Proposition 8 and 42% were certain to vote "no." However, the study concluded the findings were not steadfast since eleven days prior to the study, the same study revealed the percentages switched. 
With the vote on Proposition 8 overhead, roughly 3,800 gay couples per month or 11,440 couples total have taken advantage of May's Supreme Court ruling that legalized same-sex marriage. The findings were reported in a William's Institute study at the University of California (UCLA) in Los Angeles. The executive director of the National Center for Lesbian Rights, Kate Kendell, said, "After November 4, it's possible the door to having that experience of a legally recognized marriage will be closed. And faced with that, many couples have, to some degree, rushed to get married in order to assure that they are legally recognized." Some of these couples are most likely not residents. Gary J. Gates, a senior research fellow with the Williams Institute, said, "For certain, some portion of these 11,000 are not California residents."

On the flip side, homosexual activists seem to be on the alert. "We're being very badly outspent," said Celinda Lake, a pollster for No On 8, an activist group against Proposition 8. She said part of the change in tide is due to a traditional marriage ad sponsored in part by the Mormon Church. Lake went on to say, "Polling tells us that their ad is really breaking through... it's not just a base ad. It's convincing to voters across the broad spectrum."

California is not the only state dealing with same-sex marriage. The Iowa Supreme Court is opening their court doors on December 9th for oral arguments against the state law banning gay marriage.  Each side will be given thirty minutes for their presentations. This opening has been made available after Polk County District Court Judge Robert Hanson's decision on August 31, 2007, which stated that the gay marriage ban was unconstitutional. His ruling was on behalf of Lambda Legal's representation of six lesbian and gay couples. He declared that there was not sufficient evidence that prohibiting same-sex marriages "will promote procreation, will encourage child rearing by mothers and fathers, will promote stability for opposite sex marriages, will conserve resources or will promote heterosexual marriage." He went on to say, "This Court has yet to hear any convincing argument as to how excluding same-sex couples from getting married, promotes responsible reproduction in general or by different-sex couples in particular. Their [same-sex couples'] exclusion defeats the state's admitted interest in the welfare of all of its children, regardless of whether they are parented by different-sex couples, same-sex couples or any other family unit."  He stayed his decision an hour later. During that time, one gay couple was allowed to marry. 

For more information, go to www.protectmarriage.com.

Will The "Bail-Out" Actually Bury In?: The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 was dividedly approved by Congress last Friday giving Treasury Secretary, Henry M. Paulson, forty-five days to set a $700 billion dollar plan in place. Planning may not take that much time. However, President Bush warns that after the plan is in place, the results may take a while to appear. The President told small business owners, "We don't want to rush into this situation and not have the program be effective. It's going to take a while to restore confidence in the financial system. But one thing people can be certain of is that the bill I signed is a big step toward solving this problem."
 

Some are worried that this "Bail Out Bill" will increase the size of government and its power over the American people, thus hindering the freedoms citizens enjoy today. Congressman Mike Pence (R-IN) said, "I did not come to Washington to expand the size and scope of government.  I did not come to Washington to ask working Americans to subsidize the bad decisions of corporate America. Therefore, I cannot support the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008. While this bill promises to bring near-term stability to our financial turmoil, I ask my countrymen, at what price? The decision to give the federal government the ability to nationalize almost every bad mortgage in America interrupts a basic truth of our free market economy."
 

Other's feel that this is action is desperately needed. Republican Whip, Congressman Roy Blunt (R-MO), said, ""The action we were forced to take this week on the House floor was extraordinary, difficult, and necessary. And though not a perfect bill, I was proud to lend my hand to the process in a way to help ensure taxpayer protections were included, and unrelated special-interest give-aways were left out.  I'm also proud to support the middle-class tax relief measures included in the final package."

The bill's stated purpose is to "provide authority for the Federal Government to purchase and insure certain types of troubled assets for the purposes of providing stability to and preventing disruption in the economy and financial system and protecting taxpayers and for other purposes."
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