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Bad Bookends to the Same Problem: This week, the Senate began consideration of the Defense Authorization bill. Senator Gordon Smith (R-OR) attempted to attach his hate crimes language as an amendment to the bill; however, Senator John McCain objected.

Shortly after Senator McCain made his objection, Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA) made the following statement, showing his clear intent to attach his hate crimes bill as an amendment to the DOD bill:
“I have every intention, with Senator Smith, at some time of offering the hate crimes legislation. I know the question comes up why are we offering hate crime legislation on a defense authorization bill? Well, the answer is very simple. The defense authorization bill is dealing with the challenges of terrorism and hate crimes issue, to try and get a handle on the problems of hate crimes, we’re talking about domestic terrorism, domestic 

terrorism.”

ACTION:  Contact your Senators and urge them to OPPOSE any hate crimes legislation.  Contact information can be obtained at www.senate.gov.
Although not a companion piece, the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) is part of the same movement to alter federal law to accommodate the wishes of the homosexual lobby. The House of Representatives is expected to vote on ENDA next week. The Democrats have been hurriedly making changes to the language of the bill to appease the business community.  Most religious organizations are opposed to the bill, regardless of any changes to the religious exemption.
ACTION:  Contact your Representative and urge him/her to protect religious liberty and OPPOSE H.R. 2015, the Employment Non-Discrimination Act.  Contact information can be obtained at www.house.gov.
Marriage in Maryland: Maryland’s highest court has upheld the state’s 1973 law banning same-sex marriage. The 4-3 decision reverses a lower court ruling that struck down the state ban as unconstitutional.
The court opinion stated, “In light of the fundamental nature of procreation, and the importance placed on it by the Supreme Court, safeguarding an environment most conducive to the stable propagation and continuance of the human race is a legitimate government interest.”

Mat Staver, founder and chairman of Liberty Counsel, believes the ruling is based on “objective reality.” He explains that “this case resulted in about 250 pages of one opinion, when actually common sense just simply says marriage is the union of one man and one woman.”
  

Staver also believes the decision is reflective of a nationwide trend toward more courts deferring to the legislative branch. Unfortunately, that deferment can be a two-edged sword. The court may have upheld the ban, but it also stated that its “opinion should by no means be read to imply that the General Assembly may not grant and recognize for homosexual persons civil unions or the right to marry a person of the same-sex.”  

AACS in the News:  Last week, two magazines with online editions, National Review Online and Education Daily, mentioned AACS in articles published on their Web sites. 
The National Review Online included a series of articles on the benefits of educational tax credits over vouchers. This series, written by Adam Schaeffer, policy analyst with CATO's Center for Educational Freedom, included an article entitled “Coalition’s Choice: Emphasizing vouchers deals a major blow to school choice because it alienates the movement’s most powerful natural allies.”
Schaeffer points out that many proponents of school choice actually prefer tax credit options for a variety of reasons, including the greater options for lower-income students, the greater benefits to the economy, and the protection tax credits give to the autonomy of private schools.  He cites the American Association of Christian Schools in the following quotation:   “Maureen Wiebe, legislative representative for American Association of Christian Schools, says her organization is uncomfortable with vouchers as a vehicle for school choice, but wholeheartedly supports education tax credits.  These and other organizations fear that vouchers, as general revenue from government coffers, will bring increased regulation and control of private education.”
Also, Sarah D. Sparks, a staff writer for Education Daily, attended one of the sessions of the AACS National Legislative Conference. She was present at the only session open to the public in which Virginia K. Gentles, Associate Assistant Deputy Secretary for Parental Rights at the Department of Education, shared her thoughts about how private schools can more effectively work with local educational agencies. In an article about No Child Left Behind, Sparks mentions Gentles’ remarks at the AACS briefing: “Private schools are always going to be dealing with different agencies, and those agencies are not particularly adept at speaking to each other.” 

See You at the Pole: Next Wednesday, September 26, Christian high school students from across the country will participate in See You at the Pole.™  The nationwide event began in Burleson, Texas, in 1990 and has spread largely by word of mouth and the Internet. The prayer events are student-initiated and student-led and are all scheduled to begin at 7 a.m. on Thursday. The national sponsors of See You at the Pole™ base their mission on John 17:20-23.
Last year, a public school in Kentucky attempted to deny Christian students the right to meet around the school flagpole and pray, but attorneys from the Rutherford Institute successfully argued for their rights. The American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) released a memo in August that details the religious rights granted to students in public schools. Click here to go to the memo.
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