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No Child Left Behind:  Democrats and Republicans in both Houses of Congress have been holding meetings in an effort to reach agreement on the reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).    
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee (HELP) expects to address the issue in September.  Chairman Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-MA) and ranking member Sen. Mike Enzi (R-WY) have both indicated that NCLB is a top priority for the HELP committee and that they have been working hard to reach a consensus on some of the law’s key components, such as improving accountability, improving teacher quality, and raising academic content standards.  
One issue, however, presents a strong point of contention between the parties on the HELP Committee—that of creating a national standard.  While there has been growing support for a national standard program among some policymakers and lawmakers, Republicans have indicated that this is a "deal-breaker" since it would lead to increased federal control of education and decreased local control.
In the House Education and Labor Committee, Chairman Rep. George Miller (D-CA) also plans to address NCLB in September.  In a recent speech, he mapped out his "six key features" that he will push to be included in the reauthorization of NCLB.  These features include fairness and flexibility, support of teachers and principals, accountability for students' progress, and high school improvement.
Even though school choice bills have been introduced in this Congress, neither the House nor the Senate has indicated that school choice will be a priority for NCLB reauthorization.
Helping Violent Children: In the wake of the Virginia Tech shooting, many school administrators are rethinking their approach in dealing with violent students. Mental health experts point out that Cho Seung-Hui had a history of mental illness that dated back to high school. Unfortunately, most schools are ill-equipped to identify and deal with mentally ill students.

Richard Mattison of the Stony Brook University School of Medicine suggests that administrators should designate a staff member, who has been formally trained to identify mental health issues, as the contact person for teachers who are concerned about certain students. Mattison cites research that shows approximately 10 percent of the U.S. student population suffers from a significant psychiatric disorder. He further states, “These problems don’t go away. If left untested, they usually escalate.” 
Finding the Balance:  High Point Church in Arlington, Texas, recently extended an invitation to hold the funeral of a church member's brother. But when the family expressed their desire to highlight the deceased's homosexual lifestyle in the memorial service, the church withdrew the invitation, causing much criticism from the liberal community.
Cecil Sinclair, a Navy veteran of the Gulf War, died of an infection while waiting for a heart transplant.  Although Sinclair was not a member of any church, his brother Lee was a member and employee of High Point Church.

Upon Sinclair’s death, the church offered to hold his funeral service, provide a meal for 100 guests, and create a video of  Sinclair's life.  Sinclair's family, however, provided the church with photos that had "very strong homosexual images" and wanted their own people to officiate the service. 
High Point Church withdrew its offer to hold the funeral service when it became clear that the church would have "no control over the format of the memorial," said Rev. Gary Simons.  Since the church opposes homosexuality, Simons pointed out that they could not hold a service that would appear to endorse that kind of lifestyle.  He remarked, "Can you hold the event and condone the sin and compromise our principles?  We can't."  

According to Sinclair's mother, the family accepted his homosexual lifestyle and was willing to work for a compromise with the church. But they believe "that was never attempted."

The church provided the family with the meal and the video (less the offensive photos) as well as offered to pay for the funeral service at another location. However, the family declined the financial help.  

Rev. Simons concluded, "Some of our people will be there at the memorial service.  We tried to do the very best of our ability to express the love of Christ."

The Real Threat of Hate Crimes: In Lancashire, England, Joe and Helen Roberts received a visit from their local police after they had called their town council, requesting to place Christian literature next to homosexual literature.  The police accused them of being homophobic and warned them that this act bordered on being a hate crime, which could result in imprisonment.  

The Roberts were encouraged by their lawyers to take the matter to court. They followed this advice and were given an apology from the police and awarded damages.  The Roberts' main concern, however, was that their right to express religious beliefs be preserved.

They were aided in their efforts by the Christian Institute, which has made their story available on the internet:  www.afa.net/play/index.html  
Religious Liberty in the Balance in the UK :  Charles Coyne, headmaster of St. Cecilia's Primary School in Liverpool, England, recently registered a civil partnership (civil union) with another man.  Yet Coyne continues to serve in this position, despite the teaching of his church that civil partnerships are wrong.
Local church members and family groups have urged the church leaders to take action against Mr. Coyne and remove him from his school position.  Norman Wells, director of the pro-family group in England called the Family Education Trust, pointed out that "it is not unreasonable for parents sending their children to a faith school to expect the head teacher to be living according to that [school’s] faith."
A spokesman for the church said that "legal advice was sought, [and] the Church was advised that in this case nothing could be done, despite the fact that the head was acting contrary to the Church teaching."
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