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Bush’s Veto Promise: This week, White House spokesman Tony Fratto reaffirmed to Washington Times reporter, Jon Ward, that President Bush would assuredly veto any legislation that would expand the definition of “hate crimes” to include sexual orientation, even if it meant vetoing a defense appropriations bill.
The White House comments were in response to Senator Ted Kennedy’s hate crimes amendment to the defense authorization bill.  Although Senator Kennedy’s office states that the bill “punishes violence, not speech,” Fratto points out that “the qualifications [in the bill] are so broad that virtually any crime involving a homosexual individual has potential to have hate crimes elements. The proposals they’re talking about are not sufficiently narrow.”

The White House did not speak to any religious liberty concerns about hate crimes legislation, but many religious leaders across the country are deeply troubled by the implications of Senator Kennedy’s amendment. Bishop Harry Jackson, the head of the High Impact Coalition, a group of African-American pastors who oppose the hate crimes amendment, expressed his thoughts about the bill directly to the White House and found them “receptive” to his message.
Chuck Colson, a former Nixon aide and the head of Prison Fellowship Ministries, is also lobbying against the bill. He declares, “The bill is not about crime prevention or even civil rights. It’s about outlawing peaceful speech—speech that homosexual behavior is morally wrong.” 
ACTION:  Contact your Senators and urge them to vote against any hate crimes legislation.  Contact information can be obtained at www.senate.gov. (The U.S. House of Representatives has already passed the "hate crimes" legislation, so the bill currently lies in the Senate.)

Leaving the Church—Temporarily: According to a recently released study conducted by LifeWay Research, more than two-thirds of college-age students who attended a Protestant church while in high school will drop out of church for at least a year before they turn 22.
The researchers questioned the church practices of over a thousand adults between the ages of 18 and 30. All had attended church while in high school, but they gave a number of different reasons for dropping out of church, even if only temporarily.

Some of the reasons given include the following:

· Transition from high school to college (25%)

· Heavier workload (23%) 
· “Too busy” (22%)

· Too far away from old church (22%)

· Wanted to spend free time with nonchurchgoing friends (17%)

Ed Stetzer, the director of LifeWay Research, believes the results of the study reflect directly on the careless attitude that many evangelical Christian parents have regarding the theological instruction of their children.

Stetzer contends, “We have a very casual approach to that covenant community called church. Ephesians 3:10 reminds us that God has chosen the church to make known His manifold wisdom in the world—and I think we have to help people connect better to the church.”

Churches don’t escape Stetzer’s criticism either. He says that modern believers have created a “consumer-oriented” church culture in which members say “if you don’t meet my needs here, I’ll go somewhere else.  And when you do that, you create a culture where people can say ‘I love Jesus, but I don’t love his wife.' I think we need to begin to see that this covenant community called church is not an option in the Christian life. But to be fair, that’s what we’ve made it in North America today—and perhaps these young adults are reflecting to some degree the church culture in which they were grown and discipled.”

Freedom for Firefighters: Four firefighters for the city of San Diego have launched an official complaint against the San Diego Fire Department for requiring them to participate in a gay “rights” parade or face disciplinary action. Although the firefighters did not want to attend the parade, they knew from policy that they would risk demotion and even suspension if they did not participate.

Fire Captain John Ghiotto and three other firefighters filed a sexual harassment complaint claiming that during the gay activism parade, they were made the objects of licentious remarks and obscene gestures. Ghiotto said in the formal complaint that they were “humiliated, embarrassed and offended by this event.”
One of the firefighters, Jason Hewitt, said in his written statement that the complaint “has to do with people in the workplace being threatened, sexually harassed, and forced to participate in a parade that isn’t like other parades, and the behavior demonstrated by the public and some of its participants are what are found to be offensive.”
Hewitt added, “I was forced into a situation that would compromise what I hold true and what I believe in, my reputation, my character, my integrity, my morals and my religion.”
Brian Rooney, an attorney for the Thomas More Law Center who is representing the firefighters, feels “the damage has already been done. By participating in this parade wearing the uniform, the perception is clear that they support this type of parade and that is not what they want to convey to their community, their wives and children and their churches.”

The firefighters have a strong desire to change the policy so that other firefighters will not face the same situation.
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