
Washington, DC
August 3, 2007
House Rejects Mandatory HPV Vaccine: Recently, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill that prevents federal funds from being used by states to vaccinate school girls against the sexually transmitted human papillomavirus (HPV).
Congressman Phil Gingrey (R-GA), an obstetrician/gynecologist, sponsored the bill that passed the House by a voice vote. Although the bill is not likely to become law this year because there is currently no Senate companion legislation, critics of mandatory vaccination point out that the passage of Congressman Gingrey’s bill is a reflection of public opinion.
Rep. Gingrey does not disapprove of the vaccine, just the requirement of it. He believes “for states to mandate vaccination for young women is both unprecedented and unacceptable. Whether or not girls get vaccinated against HPV is a decision for parents and physicians, not politicians and bureaucrats.”

Since Merck Co. introduced the HPV vaccine, Gardasil, blanket vaccination of young girls has been hotly debated across the nation. After the vaccine was approved by the Food and Drug Administration, 24 state legislatures introduced bills to mandate vaccination in order for girls to attend school. However, the public outcry in response to the legislation stalled the movement of the bills in most states.  In Texas, the state legislature overturned Gov. Rick Perry's executive order that mandated the vaccine.  Only Virginia officially mandated the vaccine for girls entering sixth grade.
Barbara Fisher, president of the National Vaccine Information Center, also applauds the decision, saying, “Parents around the country will stand up and cheer when they hear about this [bill] to keep the HPV vaccine decision in the hands of parents and their doctors. Parents are busy taking care of their children and don’t have time to camp out in their state legislatures and make their voices heard like drug company lobbyists and state health officials."
Public Poll—2008 Education Platforms Weak: According to Education Daily, national pollster Frank Lutz released a poll this week regarding public opinion about the 2008 presidential candidates’ stands on educational issues.  The telephone poll of 800 likely voters revealed dissatisfaction with the candidates' views on education. 
Of the people interviewed, 39 percent were dissatisfied with the candidates’ positions thus far, 29 percent were satisfied, 10 percent were neutral, and the remaining 22 percent were uncertain.

Lutz also asked those polled if it were important for nominees to have a “well-developed plan for children’s issues.” The answer was a resounding yes with 70 percent of those polled responding yes to the question.

On educational issues, 73 percent of the respondents said they believe the American educational system is in crisis. Approximately 55 percent want to strengthen No Child Left Behind. 
Christopher Spina, a spokesman for First Focus (a liberal educational organization), is ambivalent about the results of the poll. He contends, “While the results of the poll are certainly compelling, we feel as though more research needs to be conducted around what strengthening NCLB would actually mean. That could be expanding testing, increasing funding, strengthening support for high schools to stem the dropout crisis—very little NCLB funding goes to this—or, something which we feel is paramount: strengthening community engagement in the education of our children.”
Media Fairness Initiative: Texas Republican Congressman Lamar Smith announced this week the launch of a new effort by his office to draw attention to liberal media bias. Rep. Smith is partnering with L. Brent Bozell III, the head of the Media Research Center, to monitor media bias.
Rep. Smith is quick to point out that the purpose of his initiative is “not to censor or condemn, but to encourage the media to adhere to the highest standards of reporting and provide the American people with the facts, balanced stories and fair coverage of the news.”

In a meeting yesterday with conservative family groups, Rep. Smith highlighted a 2004 UCLA study that found 18 of the 20 major news outlets more liberal than the average American voter. The most liberal was The Wall Street Journal. Only The Washington Times and Fox News Special Report with Brit Hume were scored right of center. 

The Congressman sees media bias as one of the great threats to American society. According to Rep. Smith, the American media are not reporting information accurately and therefore are clouding many issues for American voters, thus preventing them from making good decisions in the ballot box.

Rep. Smith will be publishing a list of indicators of media bias on his Web site.  The information will be adapted, with permission, from Brent Baker’s work, How to Identify, Expose, and Correct Liberal Media Bias. The representative will also be working with fellow conservative congressmen to raise awareness of this problem.
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