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Temporary Halt to “Hate Crimes” Legislation: Last week, Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA) offered the “hate crimes” bill as an amendment to the Defense Reauthorization bill. Senator Kennedy’s amendment, S. AMDT. 2067, was one of 200 amendments offered to the defense bill. 

Due to the controversy surrounding an amendment proposed by Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI) to set a timetable for bringing the troops home from Iraq, the Majority was unsuccessful in obtaining cloture (ending debate). They failed to reach the 60 vote cloture threshold by 8 votes. 

Rather than continuing to debate the immense bill, Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) pulled the bill and filed a motion to reconsider, which means he can bring the bill back up at any time. At this time, it is unclear what Senator Kennedy’s next move will be regarding his “hate crimes” legislation, which is also a stand-alone bill, S. 1105, “The Matthew Shephard Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2007.”

13th Annual Youth Legislative Training Conference: Last week, the AACS Legislative Office held its 13th annual Youth Legislative Training Conference. Forty students participated in the week-long event, which consisted of a mock senate, a congressional briefing, lectures, and many other special activities designed just for the students.

Gail Nicholas, the government teacher at Bob Jones Academy, donated her time and energy to running our mock senate. The students role-played actual U.S. Senators. They were also divided into four committees to craft and debate immigration legislation. 

The students also had the opportunity to hear from Representatives Patrick McHenry (R-NC), Jim Jordan (R-OH), Joe Pitts (R-PA), and Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC). Their speeches reflected their concern for the state of our country and the need for Christian young people to be committed to being salt and light in whatever sphere God calls them to.

Wednesday evening, the students were privileged to be led on a special after-hours tour of the U.S. Capitol by Representative Trent Franks (R-AZ). Representative Franks has been a good friend to AACS and the Christian School movement at large. He spoke movingly to the students about the need to fight for our country’s virtue.
The students heard from several Christian professionals who addressed their roles in government and their personal relationships with the Lord. Mr. Jed Medifind, Special Assistant to the President, told the students of an around-the-world journey that he and his friends took after they graduated from college. His conclusion was that even the exotic becomes mundane after time, and peace and joy can be found only in the person of Jesus Christ. 

The last night of the conference, Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) shared with the students how God had ordered her steps and prepared her to serve in the United States House of Representatives. After the banquet, the students attended a U.S. Army band concert featuring a program of patriotic and classical music.

The next morning the students ended the conference by placing a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on behalf of the American Association of Christian Schools. 

Marriage Therapy Saves Money: A recent study conducted by researchers at Alliant International University suggests that marriage therapy for couples in trouble might not just benefit families but the American taxpayer as well.

Dr. Ben Caldwell, the assistant program director for the Marital and Family Therapy program at Alliant International University, and his colleagues examined the relationship between marriage counseling and taxpayer costs.
According to Caldwell, the average divorce costs the taxpayer around $30,000; whereas a full-course of marriage counseling typically costs $1500. Caldwell says, “Now therapy doesn’t work for everyone, of course, but the most current models of doing couples’ therapy that we have work quite well. And what we found was if government paid for the screening and treatment of marriages in trouble, then they would get a return of about $1.85 for every dollar spent.”

The monetary savings comes from the government not having to provide temporary housing assistance, food stamps, and child support enforcement. Taxpayers would also benefit from lower incidences of child abuse and general crime.
For those who would be against government providing money for marriage therapy, Caldwell points out that health insurance providers would also benefit if they paid for therapy; they would see a return of $1.48 for every dollar spent. 

Caldwell explains, “There has been research done before my research that said [for] the average couple who completes marriage therapy—even if it’s not successful by any other measure—the average reduction in healthcare costs for the six months after treatment is about 21 percent.”
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