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DOJ Concerned About California Textbook Case: Department of Justice Attorney Eric Treene recently told the AACS Legislative Office that the DOJ was deeply troubled by the ramifications of the University of California system court case regarding the recognition of Christian school curricula. Treene said the DOJ plans to submit a brief in behalf of the plaintiff, Calvary Chapel Christian School. 

The Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) and its member school, Calvary Chapel, sued the UC system upon learning that the admissions board for the University of California planned to reject the coursework of applicants if the coursework was based on A Beka or BJU curricula. The UC board declared the texts (science, history, and literature) as too narrow in focus and tone because of the overt Christian tenor of the curricula. 

In its suit, ACSI states that its students test well above average on standardized tests and that their students’ scores should be high enough to satisfy UC admissions officers, who should not be “parsing through the viewpoints and content of Christian school instruction and texts to ferret out disapproved religious views.”


The UC system tried unsuccessfully earlier this year to have the lawsuit brought by Calvary Chapel and ASCI thrown out. But U.S. District Judge S. James Otero said in his opinion last August that “if in fact” UC has been discriminating against religious viewpoints, “such action would run afoul of the limits of (its) freedom to determine its admissions policies.” The trial is set to begin in August in federal court.
Lawmaker Responds to Circuit Court Profanity Ruling: Senator Sam Brownback (R-KS) will introduce two amendments next week to counter the Second Circuit Court of Appeals’ ruling that the Federal Communications Commission is not permitted to enact fines for “fleeting obscenities” on network television.

Senator Brownback's amendments will be added to the Financial Services Appropriation bill, which will be marked up in committee on July 12. His amendments would do the following:

· Reinstate the FCC’s ability to prohibit the use of profanity and indecent images from 6 am to 10 pm on broadcast television.

· Give the FCC authority to prohibit excessive violence from 6 am to 10 pm.

According to Dan Isett, Director of Corporate and Government affairs for the Parents Television Council, Brownback’s amendments “would essentially render the 2nd Circuit profanity decision moot, and would send a powerful message to the 3rd Circuit, which is slated to hear oral argument in the Janet Jackson case in September.”
ACTION:  Please contact your Senators and urge them to vote for the Brownback amendment to the Financial Services Appropriations Bill.  A special "Call-In Day" is planned for Wednesday, July 11, 2007, for pro-family groups.  Contact information can be obtained at www.senate.gov. 
True Fatherhood Initiative: This week, Chuck Saylors became the first father ever elected president of the National Parent Teacher Association. Although his term will not actually begin for another two years, Education Daily writer Sarah Sparks states that Saylors is already looking for ways to promote paternal involvement in educational leadership.
Sparks points out that Saylors is part of a nationwide trend of increased involvement of fathers in their children’s education. She believes the trend is the result of “shifting cultural views on parenting and increased pressure from NCLB on parent involvement.”  

According to Sparks, “Of 5.5 million PTA members, roughly 10 percent are men. A recent PTA survey found that 70 percent of fathers who never joined the group said they had not joined because they were never asked.” Saylors responded to this fact by saying, “I’m going, ‘Duh!’ How simple is that to correct? That tells me there is a great opportunity out there to get dads involved.”
The ACLU—At it Again: The American Civil Liberties Union brought suit this week against the city of Slidell, LA, for having a painting hanging in their town’s courthouse lobby. The ACLU is arguing that the painting violates the “separation of church and state.”  The painting, which the Slidell Court has refused to remove despite the suit, has a message on it which reads, “To know Peace, Obey These Laws.”

The ACLU contends the portrait, which shows Jesus holding up a New Testament, is an Eastern Orthodox icon. The painting has been displayed at the courthouse for almost a decade and had not provoked even a comment from Slidell residents until the ACLU case.
City Judge James Lamz was also named in the suit. According the Associated Press, Lamz consulted with University of Michigan Law School Professor Douglas Laycock. The professor told Lamz that this area of law is murky, and this case could set precedent.
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