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No Choice for Voters in MA: This week, the Massachusetts legislature defeated a measure to place a same-sex marriage ban on the ballot in Massachusetts by a vote of 45 to 151. The measure required fifty votes to advance.
House Speaker Salvatore F. Dimasi, Senate President Therese Murray, and Governor Deval Patrick brought the measure to a vote after realizing that the opposition had enough votes to kill the bill.
Of the state’s 200 lawmakers, fewer than 50 supported the amendment, and consequently, it will not appear on the 2008 ballot. It will not be eligible to be on the ballot until 2012.

Succeeding With Small Victories: Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Bethany Hicks ruled this week that Arizona’s school choice program for special needs and foster children is constitutional. 
According to Tim Keller, executive director of the Institute for Justice (IJ) Arizona Chapter, “This is the fifth lawsuit that school choice opponents have filed against educational aid programs designed to help Arizona schoolchildren most in need, and it is the fifth time that courts have sided with kids. It is time for opponents of genuine education reform to get the message and stop these frivolous legal battles. All our clients want is a good education that meets their children’s unique needs.”

Judge Hicks based her ruling on the precedent set by the U.S. Supreme Court in Kotterman v. Killian (1994). In Kotterman, the Court declared Arizona’s first tax-credit scholarship constitutional arguing that the Arizona program did not violate the state Constitution’s Blaine amendment.

“This is a complete vindication of vouchers in Arizona in the face of persistent and relentless legal attacks by those who prefer the educational status quo,” said Chip Mellor, IJ’s president and general counsel. “That yet another court rejected the favorite legal claims of school choice opponents should give heart to proponents of equal educational opportunity nationwide.”

Unlikely Champions for Religious Freedom: Oregon’s State House passed a bill that would expand religious protection for workers in Oregon. House Majority Leader Dave Hunt (D-Clackamas County), chief sponsor of the bill, believes, “The ability to worship and observe religious tenets free from recrimination is among the most fundamental of human rights. This bill preserves those rights and reaffirms our commitment to a discrimination-free Oregon.”

The bill, as passed by the House, would allow an employee to use vacation or other leave for religious observances such as Good Friday or Ash Wednesday as long as the absence did not place “undue hardship” on the employer. The bill also allows religious clothing and jewelry such as crosses and head coverings.

According to the state’s Labor Bureau, current statistics show that discrimination based on age, gender, and race is down, but religious discrimination in the workplace is on the rise. 

Terry Beyer (D-Springfield) contends, “All religious people, whether Christian, Muslims, Seventh-Day Adventists or Orthodox Jews, ought to be concerned when employees with sincerely held and practiced religious beliefs must risk their job to practice their faith.” 

YMCA in Trouble in NH: A New Hampshire school is under fire for allowing a YMCA sponsored after-school program to take middle school children to Planned Parenthood for a field trip.

The visit was a part of the YMCA’s STAY program designed to help students at risk of dropping out of school or abusing drugs. Planned Parenthood was part of a tour of different social service organizations in the town showing students where they could go for “support.” 

Although, according to Planned Parenthood, their tour guide never mentioned abortion, critics claim that the students knew that abortions were performed at the Planned Parenthood clinic.

Darlene Pawlik, president of the New Hampshire Right to Life, said that the abortion issue was at the heart of the visit. 

“Everybody knows Planned Parenthood performs abortions,” Pawlik said. “There were protesters outside with signs saying ‘Babies killed here.’ There’s no mistaking that (the students) have already been exposed to the issue.”

Pro-life activists are requesting equal time. The school superintendent Michael Ludwell has said he needs time to consider a formal, written request from New Hampshire Right to Life before making a decision about allowing a meeting.
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