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School Choice Engenders Civic Values: The summer 2007 volume of Education Next, the education journal of Stanford’s Hoover Institution, contains an article by University of Arkansas Professor Patrick Wolf, in which he analyzes 21 quantitative studies regarding the “effects of school choice on seven civic values that relate to the capacity of individuals to perform as effective citizens in our representative democracy.”
The seven civic values studied were political tolerance, voluntarism, political knowledge, political participation, social capital, civic skills, and patriotism. The 21 studies examining the relationship between schools and these values were divided into two main categories:  statistically rigorous quantitative studies that controlled for the differences in backgrounds at different schools, and those studies which focused on students in private schools.

Wolf then divided the findings into three groups: findings that show public schools engender higher ratings in civic values, findings that favor a school choice advantage, and findings that are neutral. 

According to Wolf, “With one exception, the findings regarding the effect of school choice on political tolerance are confined to the neutral-to-positive range. Eleven findings—five of them from the more rigorous studies—indicate that school choice increases political tolerance.” Wolf also found that “twenty-two study results show a school choice advantage, suggesting the secular private schooling enhances political tolerance, that charter schooling increases voluntarism, and that education at an evangelical private school increases political knowledge.”
Professor Wolf believes “the most intriguing explanation for the apparent school choice advantage in promoting civic values is a generally higher level of order and discipline in schools of choice.”

Unpopular Prayer in Ohio State House: Recently Pastor Keith Hamblen, Executive Director of the Buckeye Christian School Association, was given the opportunity of praying before the opening session of the Ohio Statehouse. In his prayer, Hamblen expressed gratitude for the freedom to have a church-sponsored school, and asked for wisdom concerning the specific bills that were to be considered that day.
During his prayer at least two Democratic representatives walked out in protest; a controversy arose because of the prayer. Several of the representatives were outraged that Pastor Hamblen prayed in Jesus’ name. 

Pastor Hamblen was not aware of guidelines regarding clerics who pray before the Statehouse. One of those guidelines stated that prayers “before the House should be nondenominational, nonsectarian, and nonproselytyzing.”  However, these guidelines had not been given to Pastor Hamblen prior to his prayer in the Statehouse.
Not every representative objected to Pastor Hamblen’s prayer. Rep. Josh Mandel, (R-Lyndhurst), one of two Jewish members of the Statehouse, was not troubled by the prayer and said, “Our country is based on freedom of religion, not a freedom from religion. Clergy of any religion should have freedom to say the opening prayer of their wish.”

The Columbus Dispatch, the paper covering the prayer controversy, released a poll the same week, asking its readership whether guest preachers should be allowed to pray in Jesus’ name. Sixty-seven percent said yes; thirty-one percent said no; and three percent had no opinion.

Bringing Bible Education Back: Last week, the Texas Senate passed a bill to allow public high schools to offer Bible elective courses. The original Senate bill required high schools to offer Bible electives rather than just allowing such courses. However, the House passed a weaker bill, and the Senate voted 28-2 to approve that version. The bill has been sent to the Governor.

The legislation allows schools to offer courses addressing the contents, history, and literary style of both the Old and New Testaments. Students also study the impact of the Bible on government and art.
Senator Craig Estes, the bill’s Senate sponsor, contends, “I think students that are not educated in biblical literature have a really hard time understanding what motivated our founding fathers, what motivated Abraham Lincoln, what motivated Martin Luther King Jr.”

Creation Science Comes to Life: This week, the creation science organization, Answers in Genesis, opened the doors to its new museum in Boone County, Kentucky. The museum is situated 20 miles southwest of Cincinnati. The area was chosen because it is within a day’s drive for two-thirds of the country.

The museum is dedicated to presenting the creation story and to refuting the introduction of secular science curricula. To accomplish this goal, the museum features indoor waterfalls, a special effects theater, a miniature grand canyon, and a planetarium. The Stargazer planetarium is one of the most popular exhibits; it was designed to showcase the glory of God and to argue for a young earth interpretation of creation.

Dr. Jason Lisle is a speaker and researcher with Answers in Genesis (AIG), who designed the planetarium.  According to Dr. Lisle, “We start from the Bible, and that’s what makes it a little bit different than so many other planetarium shows that you’ve seen before.” He adds, “And we’re going to deal with age indicators, things like blue stars, which even my secular colleagues say can’t last billions of years.”

Ken Ham, CEO and president of Answers in Genesis, remarked at the ribbon-cutting that one of the goals of the museum is to "show that belief in every word of the Bible can be defended by modern science."
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