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Voices for School Choice: This week, Georgetown University’s School Choice Demonstration Project released its report on the second year of the DC voucher program. The voucher program was signed into law by President Bush on January 23, 2004. The DC Opportunity Scholarship Program (OSP) is funded with $14 million in federal funds. The OSP is the first federally funded K-12 private school scholarship voucher program in the nation. Nearly 1700 low-income students received tuition scholarships worth up to $7500.

The OSP study looked at case management, financial policies of the voucher program, communications between private schools and parents, parental consumer choice, and acceptance of OSP scholarship applicants among their chosen student bodies, as well as other factors.

The report concluded that in the second year of the program, parents found that the financial aspects had become clearer, that the placement test process had become less complicated, and that their children were less stigmatized by their new private school peers and teachers. 

In general, the authors of the study found the parents of OSP students to be knowledgeable about their chosen schools and the voucher program. In the future, the authors plan to focus more intently on the OSP parents’ educational consumer attitudes and behaviors and their families’ involvement in the society around them.

Defunding Alternatives to Failure: The new Congress will successfully defund Title V abstinence programs by refusing to reauthorize $50 million in federal expenditures on abstinence education programs in public high schools. The $50 million is also matched by an additional 37.5 million in matching funds from states.

Under the Title V program, states receive federal grants to fund state abstinence programs. The programs are required to teach school children that people should refrain from sexual activity before marriage and that monogamous marriages are “the expected standard of human sexual activity.”

Liberals typically oppose abstinence programs in favor of  “comprehensive sex-education,” which is just another term for sex-ed programs that focus most of their materials on teaching students about contraceptive use. But with the surge in abstinence support among parents of school-age children, Democrat leaders are approaching the abstinence issue deftly. So rather than calling for an end to abstinence education, Democrats are letting the abstinence programs go gently into the night.  

According to Congressional Quarterly staff writer Jonathan Allen, the original “abstinence only” approach was included in the 1996 welfare overhaul but is now operating under a six-month extension. The program faces extinction in fiscal year 2008.

Robert Rector, senior research fellow at the Heritage Foundation, believes the Congressional inaction “would effectively kill abstinence education.”

The precarious state of abstinence funding is ironic in light of the Zogby poll released last week showing that parental support for abstinence programs is at an all-time high. For more information about the poll, see The Washington Flyer, May 11, 2007.

Procedural Posturing:  Democrats are learning anew the costs of power. When Republicans lost the majority in Congress, they also lost the ability to control the agenda of Congress. However, Republican leadership has not forgotten the many years before 1994 when Republicans were in the minority. So far political pundits have lauded the Republican leadership’s ability to obstruct the flow of what they deem bad bills. 
Of special note is the use of the “motion to recommit.” The “motion to recommit” is a House procedure that allows the minority to call for a floor vote to send a bill back to committee, effectively killing it, unless the “motion to recommit” specifies instructions. 

In the 110th Congress, House minority leadership has introduced 11 consecutive “motion to recommit” amendments. Because Speaker Nancy Pelosi and House Democratic leadership have an ambitious agenda, which purposely allows little time for reflection and debate in committees or on the floor, the “motion to recommit” is a highly useful tool to underscore the flaws and weaknesses of the bills that have made it to the floor.

This week, Speaker Pelosi and Democratic leadership attempted to change House rules that allow the use of motions to recommit, rules that have been in place since 1822. They were unsuccessful. 
Reverend Jerry Falwell: This week, Rev. Jerry Falwell, President of Liberty University in Lynchburg, VA, passed away from apparent heart failure. Falwell was 73. 
The Falwell legacy is a study in contrasts. In the 1960s, Falwell founded Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg, VA. Considered by many to have been a Fundamentalist preacher, he decried the involvement of churches in politics saying, “Believing the Bible as I do, I would find it impossible to stop preaching the pure, saving gospel of Jesus Christ and begin doing anything else. Preachers are not called to be politicians but soul winners.”
By the late 1970s, Falwell was increasingly troubled by the moral ambiguity and selfish hedonism of American society. In response to abortion-on-demand and pro-homosexual politics, Falwell formed the political-action group, the Moral Majority, a group many consider instrumental in electing President Ronald Reagan. Falwell is credited by many political historians with altering the landscape of American politics.

By the late 1980s, Falwell had withdrawn from much of his political activism but remained a strong advocate for Christian involvement in the political realm.
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