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“First, Do No Harm:” On Tuesday, Catherine Archer, a 9th grader from the AACS -affiliated school Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy in Fairfax Station, VA, was provided an opportunity to speak on Capitol Hill before of group of Senate and Congressional staff who are part of the Values Action Team (VAT).  VAT is a coordinated effort among Members of Congress, conservative pro-life/pro-family organizations, and coalitions to advance conservative issues.
Ms. Archer won 1st place in Original Persuasive Oratory at the AACS National Competition held in Greenville, SC, this past April.  The category for Original Persuasive Oratory requires that each student prepare and deliver a speech based on his or her own research.  Miss Archer’s topic was stem cell research. This year AACS National Competition hosted more than 2000 students from 32 states competing in the areas of Speech, Art, Academics, Music, and Bible.

Since one of VAT’s top agenda items this past year has been stem cell research, Miss Archer, through the work of the AACS Washington office, was asked to present her award winning speech entitled “First, Do No Harm.”  Following her presentation, copies of the speech were made available to Congressional staff and other Washington, DC, based policy-related institutions.  
On Wednesday, Catherine had the opportunity to give her speech on Internet-based National Pro-Life radio. You can view her speech by clicking on the following link.  www.faithandaction.org 
Something Rotten in the State of Oregon:  Clearly, the Oregon legislature is at odds with the majority of Oregon residents. In November 2006, 56 percent of Oregon voters voted to amend the state constitution to define marriage as between one man and one woman. 

Unfortunately, the Democratic-controlled Senate and House have been pushing their agenda to place homosexual, bisexual, and transgender relationships on an even footing with marriage and consequently jeopardize the normal operation of businesses, schools, and churches throughout the state of Oregon. 
Governor Ted Kulongowski has promised to sign two especially pernicious bills into law. SB 2, which has already passed both the House and Senate, will grant special minority status to homosexual, bisexual, and transgender people. 

According to Dick Younts, the AACS Northwest Regional Legislative Director, “Some of the consequences [of this law include that] men will have the right to freely use women’s restrooms, and vice versa. Public schools will be required to teach the subject of gay and lesbian sexuality, and Oregon businesses will be at risk of bogus lawsuits over claimed discrimination.”
Another bill still being developed would grant domestic partners status to homosexual couples, which would give them all the rights and benefits of married couples. This could mean that churches would be forced to hire gays in non-pastoral positions.
California Textbook Case Update: Christian school officials in California and across the country are greatly concerned about an upcoming court case in California regarding the acceptance of students at the University of California (UC) who attended Christian high schools that use Christian textbooks.
The Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) and its member school, Calvary Chapel, sued the UC system upon learning that the admissions board for the University of California planned to reject the coursework of applicants if the coursework was based on A Beka or BJU curricula. The UC board declared the texts (science, history, and literature) as too narrow in focus and tone because of the overt Christian tenor of the curricula. 

Critics of the UC policy point out that while the new policy change will not keep the students from being admitted, it will require the students to apply for special circumstance admission, which is more difficult to obtain.

In its suit, ACSI states that its students test well above average on standardized tests and that their students scores should be high enough to satisfy UC admissions officers, who should not be “parsing through the viewpoints and content of Christian school instruction and texts to ferret out disapproved religious views.”

Attorney Robert Tyler, who is representing the Christian schools, believes the issue is not only about the discrimination against Christian schools but also about the double standard applied to various groups in American society. Tyler argues that the UC system recognized coursework concerning Buddhism and feminism and “the influence of nearly every imaginable group on history,” except Christians.

The UC system tried unsuccessfully earlier this year to have the lawsuit brought by Calvary Chapel and ASCI thrown out. But U.S. District Judge S. James Otero said in his opinion in August that “if in fact” UC has been discriminating against religious viewpoints, “such action would run afoul of the limits of (its) freedom to determine its admissions policies.” The trial is set to begin in November in federal court.
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