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Hate Crimes Passes: Thursday, despite strong opposition from House Republicans, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 1592 Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2007, also known as the “thought crimes” legislation. The vote, along party lines, was 237-180.  The bill is now on its way to the Senate for consideration.

"We are concerned that this bill, with its potential assault on religious freedom and serious Constitutional issues, has passed the House.  We will continue to fight the passage of this bill in the Senate,” said Dr. Keith Wiebe, President of the American Association of Christian Schools.  

The Democrat majority party would not allow any amendments to be considered as this bill was brought to the House floor for debate and final vote.  However, the Ranking Minority Member Rep. Lamar Smith (R-TX) was able to employ one of the most powerful tools available to the minority party in the U.S House of Representatives, the Motion to Recommit. This procedure allowed for the minority party to offer a motion that, if passed, would return the bill to the original committee for members to amend.

This particular Republican Motion to Recommit would have protected America’s seniors and the members of our armed services by adding them to the protected class under this bill, but the amendment was defeated 227-189.  This action highlights the true goal to enshrine homosexuals as a protected class of individuals and not to extend protection to the more vulnerable segments of the population.
House Minority Whip Roy Blunt believes the bill introduces “a new, and very troubling, standard of unequal justice for victims—a standard that applies justice, not according to deed, but according to whether the victim belongs to a class with favored status.”

Rep. Blunt added, “The majority advanced legislation today that, though perhaps written with good intentions, will be used by some to restrict basic religious freedoms and criminalize innocent political speech. Unfortunately, in their rush to pass a ‘thought crimes’ bill, House Democrats failed to consider its implications, and outright ignored the countless examples of its misapplication and abuse."
The White House issued a Statement of Administration Policy in which it outlined that “H.R. 1592 is unnecessary and constitutionally questionable.  If H.R. 1592 were presented to the President, his senior advisors would recommend that he veto the bill.”

National Day of Prayer: Yesterday, in remembrance of the National Day of Prayer, President George W. Bush spoke to visiting pastors, Congressmen, administration officials, military members, and personal guests about the call to prayer given to each person.

The following remarks are an excerpt from his speech:

“We pray to acknowledge God’s sovereignty in our lives and our complete dependence on Him. This is probably the toughest prayer of all, particularly for those of us in politics. In the humility of prayer we recognize the limits of human strength and human wisdom that comes from above. We ask for the grace to align our hearts with His, echoing the words of Scripture, ‘Not my will, but thine be done.’  We ask the Almighty to remain near to us and guide us in all we do, and when He is near we are ready for all that may come to us.

Finally, we pray to offer petitions, because our Father in heaven knows our cares and our needs. We trust in the promise of a loving God: ‘Ask and it shall be given to you: seek and ye shall find.’  Inspired by this confidence we pray that the Almighty will pour out His blessings on those we love. We ask His comfort for the victims of tragedy, and that the injured may be healed and the fallen may find comfort in the arms of their Creator. We implore His protection for those who protect us here at home and in far away lands. We pray for the day when His peace will reign in every nation and in every land until the ends of the earth.”

Head Start:  This week, the U.S. House approved the Improving Head Start Act (H.R. 1429).  According to a News Update from the Education and Labor Committee, "The measure aims to strengthen the Head Start early childhood education program’s teacher and classroom quality, boost coordination between Head Start and state and local early childhood programs, and increase Head Start’s financial accountability.”

Unfortunately, during debate in the committee and on the floor, House Democrats blocked a move by Republicans to recommit H.R. 1429 to allow faith-based organizations that receive Head Start funding to be able to hire individuals based upon religious affiliation or beliefs.
Prior to that move, when the Head Start bill was still in the Education and Labor Committee, Committee Member Luis Fortuño (R-PR) offered an amendment to allow for religious hiring rights for schools that receive Head Start funds, but the amendment did not pass the Committee. After the amendment failed, Rep. Fortuño submitted the amendment to the Rules Committee, but the Majority would not allow for the amendment to be considered by the full House.

Knowledge is a Powerful Thing: According to a study released by Zogby International, when parents become aware of the difference between abstinence education and comprehensive sex-education, the support rises for abstinence education from 40 percent to 60 percent.
The study also found that 59 percent of parents believe more sex-ed funding should go to abstinence education. Over eighty percent of parents believe that it is important that their children wait until marriage to have sex, and that 93 percent believe that their children should be informed about the limitations of contraceptives.

Valerie Huber of the National Abstinence Education Association (NAEA) said, “These results confirm broad-based support for abstinence education, including teaching teens about developing healthy relationships and increasing self-worth and self-control. While abstinence has been continually misrepresented by its opponents, we were confident that parents would strongly prefer abstinence education over so-called ‘comprehensive’ sex education after they received full, accurate information about this common sense, educational approach.”  
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