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Condolences to Virginia Tech Family: The American Association of Christian Schools offers our condolences to the students, faculty, and families of Virginia Tech as they mourn the tragic loss of their loved ones. We pray that God’s abiding grace will be with them during this time, and that they will know the depths of His mercy. 

On Wednesday afternoon, President Bush spoke at a special convocation at Virginia Tech. In his remarks, he said the following:  
To all of you who are okay, I'm happy for that. For those of you who are in pain or have lost someone close to you, I'm sure you can call on anyone of us and have help any time you need it. 

These sources of strength are with your loved ones. For many of you, your first instinct was to call home and let your moms and dads know that you were okay. Others took on the terrible duty of calling the relatives of a classmate or a colleague who had been wounded or lost. I know many of you feel awfully far away from people you lean on and people you count on during difficult times. But as a dad, I can assure you, a parent's love is never far from their child's heart. And as you draw closer to your own families in the coming days, I ask you to reach out to those who ache for sons and daughters who will never come home. 

These sources of strength are also in the faith that sustains so many of us. Across the town of Blacksburg and in towns all across America, houses of worship from every faith have opened their doors and have lifted you up in prayer. People who have never met you are praying for you; they're praying for your friends who have fallen and who are injured. There's a power in these prayers, real power. In times like this, we can find comfort in the grace and guidance of a loving God. As the Scriptures tell us, "Don't be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." 

And on this terrible day of mourning, it's hard to imagine that a time will come when life at Virginia Tech will return to normal. But such a day will come. And when it does, you will always remember the friends and teachers who were lost yesterday, and the time you shared with them, and the lives they hoped to lead. May God bless you. May God bless and keep the souls of the lost. And may His love touch all those who suffer and grieve. 

Partial Birth Abortion Ban Upheld: This week, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld, in a 5 to 4 decision, the nationwide ban on partial-birth abortion passed by Congress and signed into law in 2003. Justice Anthony Kennedy joined Justices Thomas, Scalia, Alito, and Chief Justice John Roberts to issue the majority ruling. Justice Kennedy authored the opinion.  The law bans a specific abortion procedure in which the unborn baby is partially extracted from the womb before having its skull crushed to make the baby easier to remove. 

The ban on the barbaric procedure received widespread bipartisan support in both the House and Senate. Unfortunately, the ban did not go into effect because of an injunction issued against it until the U.S. Supreme Court could hear the case.

Only ten percent of abortions are performed after the first 12 weeks of pregnancy.  The law only addresses how later-abortions can be performed, not when, so many have pro-lifers argue for caution in celebrating the victory.

Still, many pro-life activists see this as incredibly significant because the reason for Justice Kennedy’s decision was that it was not unconstitutional for Congress to place constraints on the abortion industry.

Day of Silence—Day of Truth: This week, the Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network held its 11th annual “Day of Silence.” For the event, public school students across the country are urged to take a vow of silence for the day in order to draw attention to the “hatred and bigotry” allegedly suffered by the homosexual community.

Critics claim the events are nothing more than homosexual indoctrination in public schools. The homosexuals have had little trouble sponsoring day of silence events, but their critics have faced censorship.

The Alliance Defense Fund sponsored a “Day of Truth” on April 19th to tell the truth about the medical consequences of living a homosexual lifestyle, but their counter-movement faces harsh censorship from school districts that fear the powerful homosexual lobby. For the second year in a row, school officials in New Jersey have refused to allow Alliance Defense Fund to share their message with students.
Parental Rights at Peril in California: This week, California Assembly bill, AB 755, which bans parents from spanking their children, passed committee. 
Specifically, the bill requires any parent who is determined to have been spanking his child to be placed on probation for four years and to be forced to attend a “nonviolent parental education class.” The child would also be placed under a protective order “protecting the victim from further acts of violence.” 

Karen England, Executive Director of the Capitol Resource Institute, declared “This was a bad day for parental rights in California. Arrogant California legislators have decided that they know better than parents how to care for the health of their children. They believe that they know how to raise children better than parents. However, we are confident that California parents will make their voice heard and defeat these despicable bills.”
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