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Close Call in Oregon: Last week, the Oregon House Subcommittee on Education Innovation conducted hearings on two bills that could irreparably harm private schools and home schools in the state of Oregon. HB 2997 would require state licensure for all private school teachers who receive compensation for teaching students in grades K-12.  HB 2979 would require all homeschool families to register with the state and would make the standard for educational progress of homeschoolers subject to the whims and ideologies of the State Board of Education. 

Scott Sprout, principal of AACS member school Westgate Christian School in Tigard, Oregon, said the legislation provoked an unprecedented response from the Christian school community. He and several other Christian school leaders testified before the subcommittee regarding the great damage these bills could do to private schools. 
As a result of their efforts, the bills did not pass committee.  This is a great victory for the protection of the autonomy of private schools and the freedoms of homeschool parents.
Expanding Informed Consent: The Eight Circuit Court of Appeals will hear arguments next week regarding the constitutionality of the 2005 South Dakota law that requires doctors to tell women that abortion is the killing of a living human being. 
According to Harold J. Cassidy, an attorney representing several pro-life pregnancy help centers in South Dakota, Planned Parenthood sued the state claiming that a “statute designed to protect the rights, interests, and health of pregnant women violates the abortion doctors’ right of free speech.”

Specifically, the law states that an unborn child is “a whole, separate, unique, living human being,” that a relationship exists between the mother and the child “during the entire period of gestation,” and that both the life and relationship end at abortion. 
The law requires that women seeking an abortion be informed of this statement in writing and in person at least two hours before an abortion. The law also compels abortionists to inform women of the medical and psychological risks associated with having an abortion.

Up to this time, the law has not been in effect because of an injunction issued by a lower court after Planned Parenthood sued to temporarily suspend the law in 2005. Earlier, a three-judge panel of the Eighth Circuit upheld the injunction, but now the entire 11-judge panel will rehear the case.
Alaskans Say No to Judicial Activism: Back in 1998, 68 percent of Alaskans voted to define marriage as between one man and one woman. Unfortunately, the Alaskan Supreme Court in 2005 demanded the state grant benefits to same-sex partners as though the partners were in an actual marriage. This week, the people of Alaska once again made their feelings known by approving an initiative for the 2008 ballot that would strengthen the existing marriage amendment.

Stem Cell Showdown: This week, the Senate voted on two stem cell bills. One bill, S. 5, would mandate the use of federal funding in research that would require the killing of human embryos. This is the same bill that President Bush vetoed last summer, and has promised to veto again when it comes to his desk.  The bill passed 63-34, but was two votes short of the two-thirds majority required to override the presidential veto.

Douglas Johnson, legislative director for the National Right to Life Committee (NRLC), said of the vote, “The congressional Democratic leadership is again engaged in political demagoguery, making claims for embryonic stem cell research that go far beyond any evidence. Not a single human patient has yet been helped by stem cells obtained by killing human embryos. Meanwhile, many thousands of human patients have been helped with other types of stem cells, obtained in non-controversial ways that do not require harming human embryos.”

The Senate also passed S. 30, which allows federal funds to be used for embryonic stem cell research for embryos that have already died by natural means. The bill received widespread support from Republicans and Democrats and succeeded by a vote of 70 to 28. All 28 negative votes were cast by Democrats who support the killing and harvesting of human embryos for research.
It is currently unclear whether the House (specifically Democratic leadership), which has already passed similar legislation to S. 5, will allow S. 30 to come up for a vote.

Promising Diabetes Treatment from Adult Stem Cells: Thirteen young Brazilians with Type 1 diabetes have been granted a new lease on life due to an experimental procedure developed in Brazil.  This procedure uses the patients own adult stem cells taken from their blood for reparative therapy. 

Although still early, none of the fifteen young people who underwent the risky transplant has died, and for thirteen of them the transplant was successful. They have been able to live insulin-free so far, some for as long as three years.

Co-author of the study, Dr. Richard Burt of Northwestern University’s medical school in Chicago, Illinois, proclaims this “the first time in the history of Type 1 diabetes where people have gone with no treatment whatsoever . . . no medications at all, with normal blood sugars.”
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