
April 6, 2007
Washington, DC
Share the Ride: Virginia Governor Tim Kaine recently signed into law a bill that allows local school boards to work with private schools to provide transportation for private school students. 

The bill was fiercely opposed by the Virginia School Board Association and the Virginia Education Association who opposed the legislation saying that the public money “being spent on sectarian schools” violates the state constitution. 
Governor Kaine obliquely acknowledged the controversy but argued that, “if local public schools and private schools are able to find solutions that benefit both, there’s no reason for the state to stand in the way.”

Proponents of the bill point out that twenty other states have similar provisions in their constitutions but still allow for the public-private school transportation partnership. Also, the law allows public school districts to charge private schools for the transportation services which would moot any concern about public funds being used for private schools.
Closing the Achievement Gap: This week, researchers at California State University released a study that shows the strength of faith and family in the lives of minority students plays a significant role in closing the achievement gap between minority and non-minority students. The study also finds that minority and low-income children perform better in religious schools than in public schools.

For many years, some researchers have claimed that the biological differences between the races account for the difference in test scores of minority and non-minority children. CSU Professor William Jaynes, author of the study, disputes the “bell-curve” theory. He believes the answer to helping minority students do better in school is found in stable families with strong religious beliefs. 

Jaynes says the study also shows that throwing more tax dollars at schools with a majority population of minority students is not the answer. He thinks “this reflects the orientation of our culture to a large degree where there are a lot of people out there who think that money is the solution to things, and that is not the end-all.”

Jaynes told a reporter for OneNewsNow.com that although the money spent per pupil in U.S. public schools has tripled since 1962, test scores have dropped substantially, minority scores included.

“Christian Terrorists:” Many are outraged over a recent hostage drill held at a New Jersey public school. During the drill, students were “held hostage” by local police masquerading “as members of a right-wing fundamentalist group called the ‘New Crusaders’ who don’t believe in the separation of church and state.” According to a local paper, the students were told by the mock gunmen that they were “seeking justice because the daughter of one [member] had been expelled for praying before class.”
David Barton, president of the national pro-family association WallBuilders that provides historical, statistical, and legal information to citizens to help them become active in their communities, is not surprised by the actions of the school because he believes it is an accurate reflection of the public school systems of the Northeast.

“It’s been interesting to see the indoctrination that goes on,” where we’ve had in the same region, even federal courts up in that same area, say it’s okay to start teaching second graders about homosexuality and homosexual ‘marriage.’”
Barton notes “that, by the way, we do not have to notify parents that we’re going to indoctrinate kids because this is such an important societal value that all citizens need it.”

Additionally, Barton points out that “There is now a study that has been done by the University of Connecticut that shows that kids who have gone through that type of education actually knows less academically than when they enter [school], and they’re calling that phenomenon ‘negative learning.’ So that kind of indoctrination or philosophy is having an adverse effect academically,” Barton says.

Pro-life Policy in Idaho: Last week, Idaho Governor Butch Otter signed into law a bill that requires abortion providers to give pregnant women the option of seeing an ultrasound of their unborn babies before obtaining an abortion.
The Governor’s action makes Idaho the ninth state to pass similar ultrasound legislation. The eight other states are Alabama, Arkansas, Indiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Utah and Wisconsin. In March, the South Carolina and George state houses passed legislation requiring the ultrasounds.
Mary Spalding Balch, the National Right to Life State Legislative Director, applauds Governor Otter’s decision saying, “Governor Otter’s signature on this bill protects both women and their unborn children. Women deserve all of the facts about abortion, including its effects on their developing unborn children.”

“If women are truly given all the facts about the effects of abortion and the development of their unborn child, they are far less likely to have an abortion. Ultrasound technology, which provides a remarkable window to the womb, is a wonderful tool that allows women to see their unborn children in real time,” said Balch.
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