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School Choice in South Carolina:  Brendan Miniter of the Wall Street Journal tells the story this week of a young man in South Carolina determined to get a good education. Rontrell Matthews is a 16-year-old living in a poor, rural area outside of Charleston. In an underperforming failing public school, Matthews took his first paycheck from a local Subway, $32.86, and showed up at Capers Preparatory Christian Academy to enroll himself. 

This Academy is one of many small private schools that dot the South Carolina landscape. The school has a student body of 42, operates out of rented space and has an annual budget of just $160,000. Most of its equipment, including desks and books, has been donated, and the teachers who aren’t volunteers make only $8 an hour without benefits. Tuition is $400 a month, yet many of the families still fail to make their monthly payments. The school serves mostly African-American children and only five of the 42 students come from two-parent homes.

Yet, for Rontrell Matthews, Capers offers more hope than his local public school. Capers' principal, Faye Brown, emphasizes reading, writing, and math. Consequently, the school’s average SAT score is 1150, 164 points higher than the state average. St. Johns, the public school Matthews left, has an average SAT score of 788.  This year every one of the graduates from Capers is expected to go to college. 

But school choice activists from across the ideological spectrum want other students to have the same opportunity that Matthews has now. The South Carolina Legislature is currently considering using government funds to create a $4500 scholarship for lower-income parents to pay for their children’s tuition at private schools. The legislature is also considering passing a $1000 educational tax-credit for middle income families. 

Halting Hate Crimes Legislation in Indiana: Pro-family activists are celebrating their victory this week over HB 149, a proposed hate crimes bill in the Indiana legislature. The bill would have awarded special legal protections to homosexuals. The author of the bill actually killed it himself by not allowing it to come up for a vote.

The bill had been on the fast track through the statehouse, but the groundswell of public opposition to the bill ended its chances of passage. According to Micah Clark, executive director of the American Family Association of Indiana, some members of the statehouse received as many as 300 e-mails from people opposed to the legislation.

Clark also contends, “If people hadn’t contacted the Indiana statehouse about this, this bill would have passed easily. People spoke up and said this violates the principle of equal justice under the law.”

“We support the prosecution of crime but not based on a person’s sexual behavior. We don’t create special prosecutions [laws] for homosexuals or cross-dressers,” said Clark.

No fan of the MPA: No surprise to conservatives, presidential aspirant Senator Hilary Clinton’s (D-NY) comments to the pro-homosexual group Human Rights Campaign highlight her strenuous opposition to any kind of federal marriage amendment. In her remarks, recently posted on YouTube, Clinton called the amendment, “wedge politics at its worst.” 

Clinton also said of the MPA, “It was mean-spirited; it was against the entire forward movement of American history. It was the first time anyone was proposing we amend the Constitution to deny citizens their rights rather than widen the circles of rights and opportunities.”

Clinton declared that for homosexuals in “committed relationships” to have equal health and life insurance benefits and social security is a “fundamental right[s].”  More significantly, Clinton promised that she would work for civil unions for homosexuals and for equal access for them to adopt children.
Family Values Rally: The North Carolina Christian School Association (NCCSA) held its first annual NCCSA Pastors’/Administrators’ Conference & Legislative Breakfast, March 5-6, 2007.  More than 150 people attended the legislative breakfast where they heard from outstanding speakers including Tim Goeglein, special assistant to the President, and Attorney David Gibbs, Jr. 

The legislative breakfast was actually sponsored by Return America, the (c)(4) arm of NCCSA.  According to Dr. Joe Haas, Executive Director of NCCSA, “Last year, the NCCSA board decided to form a (c)(4) organization to give pastors and churches an avenue to be involved in the political arena in the many matters of concern beyond Christian education.” The Return America board is comprised of Dr. Ron Baity, who serves as president of Return America, Dr. Haas, and pastors from the NCCSA board.   

Along with the breakfast and conference sessions, Return America also sponsored a Family Values rally at the state capitol in Raleigh after the conference.  The rally was held to call attention to the marriage amendment SB 13 which is currently being considered by the North Carolina General Assembly.  

Dr. Haas and the group organizers anticipated a turnout of 5,000 but were surprised to learn from the Capitol police that the attendance was about 10,000 people. The event went very smoothly, and veteran legislator Senator Jim Forrester, the primary sponsor of the bill, told Dr. Haas that “he had never seen a crowd this large for any rally at the Capitol.”
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