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December 21, 2007
Merry Christmas from the AACS Legislative Office!
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the father,) full of grace and truth.

John 1:14

A Little Good in a Big Package: Before adjourning for the Christmas holidays, the U.S. Congress finally succeeded in passing the omnibus spending bill for 2008. The final bill provided $473.5 billion in discretionary federal spending for the next fiscal year. The bill also includes an additional $70 billion for military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Several Senators including Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC) and Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) have condemned the bloated bill for all of its earmarks for special projects completely unrelated to the usual projects funded by the federal government, such as a museum to commemorate Woodstock.

In the midst of all the wasteful earmarks, pro-life and family activists were pleased by several of the provisions included in the bill. Nearly $8.8 million was included to fund the umbilical cord blood stem cell inventory. Language which would have weakened the Mexico City Policy was dropped from the bill. The Mexico City Policy is pro-life policy established by Executive Order which states that the federal funds cannot go to support or fund abortion abroad.

The Omnibus package also contained Title V abstinence education funding. The extension will last for six months and will be part of the Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Extension Act of 2007. 
Carrying the Consequences:  This week, Time magazine reported a study that found a causal link between abortions/miscarriages and reduced birth weight of babies in subsequent births. The study was published in the Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health and presents “one of the strongest links yet” between women who have abortions and who later have children who are born premature or with a low birth weight.
Although the data, as Time points out, is older (from the 1950-1960s), the sheer amount of data is impressive. The original researcher examined 45,000 live births. They adjusted for several variables including age, race, weight, marital status, occupation, the number of prenatal visits, the number of previous children, smoking, drinking, and drug habits, sex of the infant, and level of parents’ education.

The study found that women who obtain multiple abortions or experience several miscarriages are much more likely to have babies with low birth weight, which is a factor in the health and life expectancy of newborns. One of the co-authors of the study, Tilahun Adera, said it is clear from the findings that “It’s not just an association. The risk of premature birth increases with the increasing number of abortions.”
The authors theorize that the cause may be related to the weakening of the body by abortion or miscarriage or possibly the result of infection which would slow the development of the baby in the womb.

Time questions the suitability of applying the results of the study to women of today’s society but does end with Adera’s conclusion that “Women need to be informed about these risks.”

Grading the Grinches: The last several years have seen the Christmas season become less of a Christmas season in the public square. Retailers under pressure from secular groups change the Christmas marketing techniques to the more “innocuous” sounding holiday or seasonal celebration. 
Due in large parts to the efforts of groups like Focus on the Family, reactive pressure is now being applied to store chains to get them to reconsider their policies regarding Christmas. Focus on the Family has produced a guide for customers to see which stores have the Christmas spirit. The guide looks at varying aspects such as the use of the word “Christmas” in stores, in catalogs, and the web, and solicitation policies (regarding bell-ringers for the Salvation Army). 

Best Buy, Kohl’s and Borders made the “Bad” column. Eddie Bauer, Old Navy, Barnes and Noble, and Banana Republic were repeat offenders and listed as “Ugly.” The chart also acknowledges the “Good” stores that are keeping the Christmas spirit such as Dillards, Lord and Taylor, Wal-Mart, and L.L. Bean.
If you would like to see the full list for the “Good,” “Bad,” and the “Ugly,” please click Here.
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