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Profiles in Good Governance:  The state of Georgia and other parts of the Southeast have been stricken by serious drought conditions. Such dire conditions prompted Governor Sonny Perdue (R-GA) to meet with other state politicians on the grounds of the Georgia Capitol to pray for the Lord’s intervention in the drought. 

Many Georgians applauded the Governor’s public petitioning of God; however, some were not pleased. Ed Buckner of the Atlanta Freethought Society planned a protest on the same grounds with the Council on Secular Humanism and the Freedom from Religion Foundation. Nearly a dozen attended the protest.

Northern Georgia, the most drought-affected area, received rain this Wednesday and Thursday. Governor Perdue was quick to say in response to the timing of the rainfall that he is “not gloating about it. We’re thankful for the rain and hopefully it’s the beginning of more . . . Frankly, it’s a great affirmation of what we asked for.”

Governor Perdue is not the only Southern governor to publicly call on the Lord’s intervention in a time of drought. In July, Alabama Governor Bob Riley issued a proclamation declaring a week in July as “Days of Prayer for Rain” to ask God “for His blessings and to hold us steady in times of difficulty.”
Profiles in Bad Governance:  Virginia Governor Tim Kaine (D) announced this week that he will be eliminating matching funds for abstinence education from the state budget. The funds at question go to fifteen non-profit organizations in Virginia who direct funds or activities to abstinence education. Virginia becomes the 14th state to reject federal funds for abstinence education.
Governor Kaine, who was elected on a moderately family values ticket, has said the decision is largely a financial one. Interestingly, all the contraceptive-based, pro sex-education state programs will remain untouched. Planned Parenthood is delighted with the decision. They have been actively lobbying Kaine’s office for him to prevent abstinence groups from obtaining the necessary funds to keep their programs going. 
Delacey Skinner, the governor’s communication director, claims “the governor wants to see us funding programs that are evidence-based.” She cites a study by Mathematica that concluded abstinence education was ineffective. Proponents of abstinence education              point out the flaws in the study, whose sample was confined to one percent of all abstinence groups.
State Senator Ken Cuccinelli (R-VA) is not giving up the fight for abstinence funding. He and fellow conservative state senators are going to attempt to reinstate abstinence funding when the Senate reconvenes in January 2008.

The House Report on Head Start: This week, the House of Representatives passed the conference report to the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act (H.R. 1429). The bill directly addresses the financial issues at contention in Head Start. The final bill, which is being prepared for final passage in the Senate, assures that the financial resources will go to helping disadvantaged students rather than paying Head Start executives excessive salaries.
“The Head Start early childhood education reform bill making its way to the President reflects Republican principles for reform: accountability, transparency, and a focus on school readiness,” said Rep. Buck McKeon (R-CA), ranking member of the House Education and Labor Committee. Rep McKeon added, “I’m pleased to have joined members on both sides of the aisle to develop a bill that improves programs and services for disadvantaged children while instituting strong protections for taxpayers.”

The bill not only addresses the fiscal and program management aspects of Head Start, but also addresses several academic issues. The authors of the bill say the bill will

· “Emphasize ‘what works’ in preparing disadvantaged children for school.
· Improve Head Start teacher quality.
· Strengthen academic quality standards.
· Ensure that early childhood education programs are based on scientifically-valid research.
· Require no new testing.”

The Episcopal Church v. Episcopal Churches: This week, the Fairfax Circuit Court is hearing evidence over a dispute between the Diocese of Virginia of the Episcopalian Church and the 11 churches that withdrew from the Diocese over the church’s denial of the doctrine regarding homosexuality.

The Diocese of Virginia claims that they own the property of those eleven churches because there has been no formal split in the denomination. However, the eleven churches have formed the Convocation of Anglicans in North America, and they contend that there is, in fact, a division in the Anglican Communion. 

Jim Oakes, vice-chairman of the Anglican District of Virginia, comments on the dispute: “We have a pretty significant investment in properties that we have built, bought, and improved and maintained over the years—and they’re filing claims to try to take those properties away from us.”
While Oakes would like for the churches to retain their properties, he said he would “rather be true to the Christian faith and have to find a new home, than to have a glorious home and have lost our faith.”
Happy Thanksgiving!  From the Proclamation by the President, November 15, 2007:
 

“Our country was founded by men and women who realized their dependence on God and were humbled by His providence and grace.  The early explorers and settlers who arrived in this land gave thanks for God's protection and for the extraordinary natural abundance they found.  Since the first National Day of Thanksgiving was proclaimed by President George Washington, Americans have come together to offer thanks for our many blessings.  We recall the great privilege it is to live in a land where freedom is the right of every person and where all can pursue their dreams.  We express our deep appreciation for the sacrifices of the honorable men and women in uniform who defend liberty.  As they work to advance the cause of freedom, our Nation keeps these brave individuals and their families in our thoughts, and we pray for their safe return.
 

“While Thanksgiving is a time to gather in a spirit of gratitude with family, friends, and neighbors, it is also an opportunity to serve others and to share our blessings with those in need.  By answering the universal call to love a neighbor as we want to be loved ourselves, we make our Nation a more hopeful and caring place.
 

“This Thanksgiving, may we reflect upon the past year with gratefulness and look toward the future with hope.  Let us give thanks for all we have been given and ask God to continue to bless our families and our Nation.”
-The Washington Flyer Staff Writer: Jennifer Groover
-The Washington Flyer Editor: Maureen Wiebe
