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ENDA Passes the House:  On Wednesday, November 7, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the contentious Employment Non-Discrimination Act of 2007 (ENDA, H.R. 3685) by a vote of 235-184. ENDA prohibits discrimination in the workplace on the basis of actual or perceived sexual orientation.  However, in an effort to end discrimination, the bill actually contains language that undermines the very foundation of a free society—religious liberty.

 

“It is sad and deeply troubling that the House of Representatives chose to pass the discriminatory Employment Non-Discrimination Act, jeopardizing the most precious freedom Americans possess—religious liberty,” said American Association of Christian Schools (AACS) President Dr. Keith Wiebe. “ENDA places at risk the freedom of those Americans who live their lives and operate businesses by convictions based on their beliefs.” 

 

The AACS Legislative Office worked hard to communicate to Members of Congress the many flaws of this legislation. AACS submitted letters to the Education and Labor Committee and to Congressional leadership stating concerns over the lack of protection for religious liberty. In addition, AACS schools across the country were active in contacting their Representatives in opposition to the bill.   

 

During the course of the debate on the House floor, two amendments to the bill were passed. Rep. George Miller (D-CA) introduced an amendment (passed 422-25) that clarifies that the bill will not alter the Defense of Marriage Act in any way and will also expand the religious exemption to include all religious organizations (this will cover all Christian schools). Rep. Mark Souder (R-IN) introduced an amendment (passed 325-101) that allows employers to condition employment on marital status.  

 

Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) introduced a third amendment that would have expanded ENDA’s protections to “transgendered” persons; however, due to lack of support for the amendment, she withdrew it before a vote was taken.

 

Finally, in an effort to prevent a vote on the bill, Rep. Randy Forbes (R-VA) offered a Motion to Recommit, which would have sent the bill back to the Committee to be amended to protect state and federal marriage laws from being overturned, modified, or restricted by activist judges.  This Motion to Recommit failed by a vote of 198-222.

 

While currently the Senate does not have a version of ENDA, a similar bill is expected to be introduced in the coming weeks.  The White House, in a Statement of Administrative Policy, has declared that “the bill raises concern on constitutional and policy grounds, and if H.R. 3685 were presented to the President, his senior advisors would recommend that he veto the bill.”

Voting Down Vouchers: This year, Utah Governor Jon Huntsman signed into law the nation’s first universal school choice program. Unfortunately, school choice opponents obtained enough signatures to place a referendum on Tuesday’s ballot. The voucher program was defeated in the referendum vote.

 

The Alliance for School Choice released a statement on Wednesday stating, “The Alliance regrets that thousands of disadvantaged children will be denied increased educational options because the voucher program . . . will not be implemented.”

 

The release continued, “The school choice movement, like any movement for reform, experiences the jubilation of successes and disappointment of defeats. We have seen disadvantaged parents rise up and demand options for their children, and win. More than 100,000 children are the beneficiaries of a better education because of private school choice in America—more than ever before.”

 

Alliance believes “a setback in one state is just that—a setback in one state. The movement to empower parents to choose a better education for their disadvantaged children remains vital, committed to its mission, and determined to achieve successes.”

 

Unintended Benefits from Cost Consciousness: This week’s New Jersey ballot included a $450 million embryonic stem-cell research measure. New Jersey voters rejected the measure, which was the first statewide ballot measure defeated since 1990. 

 

The measure would have required New Jersey to borrow the money over a ten-year period to finance the research. Ultimately, the borrowed funds would have had to have been repaid using taxpayer funds, which opponents conclude is the reason the measure was defeated.

 

Voters responded to the unlikely coalition effort by pro-life advocates and fiscal conservatives who made the public aware of the true costs of such a program.

 

Prohibiting Providers: This week, Congressman Mike Pence (R-In) introduced the “Title X Abortion Provider Prohibition Act.” The bill would prevent Title X funds from being used to fund abortion providers.

 

Rep. Pence gave the following floor speech:

 

“There are many good things happening in federally funded family planning clinics nationwide. But should the largest abortion provider in America also be the largest recipient of federal family planning funding under Title X? I think not.”
 

“This summer, 189 Republicans and Democrats agreed, supporting my amendment to prohibit tax dollars from funding Planned Parenthood. In that vein, today I am introducing the Title X Abortion Provider Prohibition Act, a bill that would prohibit the distribution of Title X family planning money to abortion providers here at home.”
 

“There is simply no reason in the world why the taxpayer dollars of millions of pro-life Americans should be used to underwrite abortion providers in this country.”

 

Honoring Henry Hyde: This week, the President honored retired Congressman Henry Hyde (R-IL) with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. President Ronald Reagan described the award in 1981 by saying, “What the Olympic Gold Medal is to athletes, what the Congressional Medal of Honor is to the military, the Presidential Medal of Freedom is to the private United States citizen.”

 

The editors of National Review Online (NRO) declared Hyde “an indisputably worthy recipient.” Rep. Hyde was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 32 years. He was chairman of the Committee on International Relations, where he ably fulfilled his duties as the head prosecutor in the Clinton impeachment trial.

 

Congressman Hyde is best known for the Hyde Amendment, which was passed in 1976. The amendment bans the public funding of abortions for women on Medicaid. According to NRO, “The year before it was passed, the federal government had financed 300,000 abortions for low-income women. The National Right to Life Committee has estimated, conservatively, that the Hyde Amendment has prevented at least one million abortions. That’s one million Americans who are alive today because of Henry Hyde.”
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